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NEWS SUMMAKY 


MR. KENNETH M. B. CROSS has been 
nominated as next President RIBA. p. 484 
“ON THE WHOLE, there is some very good 


work ; a few frankly poor exhibits and a number 
of excellent drawings in which the architecture 
is quite secondary, and even obscure,” writes 
Mr. Charles Pike, reviewing the RA Exhibition 
architecture. p. 490 
“WE ARE SHOWING works of all ranks, 
but some are ranker than others,” Sir Albert 
Richardson, PRA, told guests at the Academy 
banquet. p. 494 


THE national joint advisory council is to draw 
the attention of employers and trade unions 
concerned in individual industries to the urgent 


need for a new and positive examination of 


practices which impede the full and efficient 
use of man-power resources, 
Labour has told Parliament. p. 502 
A RECORD NUMBER of houses by private 
enterprise was built in March. p. 506 
A SYSTEM employed by the Ministry of Works 
Directorate of Maintenance Services for main- 
tenance, costing and apportionment of costs 
is outlined in an article on p. 509 


the Minister of 


AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK 


E printed in our last issue the text of the Circular No. 301, dated 
April 28, issued by the Minister of Education on the cost of 

It is, to say the least, strange that Sir David Eccles, with his 
previous experience of building works, should not be more realistic 
in seeking to hold the cost of school building without giving any 
corresponding mandate to the Education Authorities or modifying 
in any way the building regulations. 


schools. 


The Minister, during his visit to Chorley, commented that Lancashire 
is building well within the permitted cost limits and expressed the 
opinion that if Lancashire can do it others can do the same. It should 
be said, with great respect to the work of that county, that its achieve- 
schools with bulk 
ordering of components, and to our knowledge the number of tenders 
recently 


ments are based on a large programme of repetitive 


received for the smaller individually designed secondary 
modern or grammar schools (and instalment projects of both) clearly 
show that the present cost per place is quite unrealistic if proper stan- 
dards of finish and good quality building, resulting in low maintenance 


and heating costs, are to be maintained. 


If the Minister is really serious in wishing to hold or reduce the 
present costs, surely one of the items which would contribute quite 
considerably would be to give all authorities at least a three-year 
programme for the whole of their educational building, and to allow 
a start to be made in the best possible conditions rather than to have 
a scramble to get the contractors’ name boards and huts up on the 
site before the end of February. 

The Minister, in the same speech, paid a tribute to the work of the 
local authorities and the architectural profession (and the Minister’s 
own Development Branch has done much in this direction), and we 
are sure that all will do their utmost to assist in the vital task of getting 
these schools completed, fully realising that by so doing they have 
their own welfare as well as that of the country and future generations 
Nevertheless, 


at heart. we would respectfully suggest that serious 


consideration should be given to criticisms which have been frequently 
made by architects and contractors interested in schools, and a much 
firmer directive should be issued to the Inspectorate, both at Ministry 


and Authority level, in order that building requirements may be 


simplified. Only in this way can the industry “* swallow” the 3 per 
cent. increase in school-building costs which the Ministry’s index 


shows will be added by the recent wage awards. 


If these criticisms are not heeded, it would seem likely that the 
future of school building must fall even more into the specialised field 
of prefabrication and might well tend to make a large body of con- 
tractors disinterested in school building, which would only once again 
increase the cost due to absence of competition. 
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Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross, 


Notes of the Week 


Art Confounded 
SINCE someone had the idea of broad- 
casting the speeches made at the 
banquet given annually by the Royal 
Academy to mark the opening of the 
Summer Exhibition, this occasion has 
become a matter of moment to many who 
have an interest, professional or amateur, 
in the arts. What they gain from it is 
another question. Seldom good speaking, 
we fear, for the ruthless demands of 
timing encourage the use of script and 
ruin the impromptu air which = after- 
dinner speaking should own, even if the 
content has, in fact, been composed with 
midnight oil. After all, as someone has 
said of Sir Winston, the best years of his 
life were given to the writing of im- 
promptu speeches. But is it unreasonable 
to expect that speeches at the RA 
banquet, even if read, should give some 
lead in matters of the arts? 

Only the Duke of Gloucester made any 
real contribution at last week’s banquet. 
He, at least, advocated the pleasures of 
painting for a hobby. “The results,” he 
said, “are not all necessarily very good, 
but people get a lot of fun and satis- 
faction from it.” Other than this, those 
listening must have had their own ideas 
of the present state of art made worse 
confounded. For the same afternoon Sir 
Alfred Munnings had announced his 
intention of “cutting” the banquet as a 
protest against the showing of “ modern 
art” submitted by “young brutes who 
want to knock you skyhigh.” At the 
banquet itself, the President, Sir Albert 
Richardson, loosed another broadside at 
contemporary architecture. with the 





MA(Cantab), FRIBA, 
who has been nominated next President of the RIBA 
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models in the Architectural 
Room in the front of the 
target. 

All good fun, of course, 
but is this rather woolly, 
unconstructive criticism 
doing anything except to 
confuse and bewilder the 
ordinary chav? We should 
say no, and in saying so 


would make clear that we 
hold no brief for the in- 
disciplined, whether in art 
or in architecture. But for 
goodness’ sake, will Sir 
Albert Richardson tell us, 


or better still, show us, what 
he would put in the place 
of the designs he con- 
demns ? The arts may not 
be explicable, as the Presi- 
dent himself said, but they 
are demonstrable, and 
quips, however good (and 


the President provided 
several), are no substitute 
for that constructive lead 


which the public is entitled 
to expect from the Royal 
Academy. 


President Nominated 


THE News that Mr. Ken- 
neth M. B. Cross has been 
nominated unopposed as 
President of the Royal 
Institute of British Archi- 
tects for the session 1956-57 will be 
widely welcomed. As a practitioner he 
has specialised, as did his father, A. W. S. 
Cross, before him, in the design of 
swimming baths, but his field of work 
spreads much wider than this and _ in- 
cludes school and collegiate building and 
work for the Halls of two City Com- 
panies, the Grocers and the Barbers. An 
Academy perspective of the latter appears 








MR. MARSHALL SISSON, B.Arch, 

FSA, FRIBA, who has been elected 

Associate of the Royal Academy. Mr. 

Sisson is Director of the Royal 

Academy's Post-Graduate School of 
Architecture. 
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stop nattering and tell me 
the meaning of ‘constructive 
criticism.” 





in our review of the Summer Exhibition, 

Perhaps the greatest attributes that Mr. 
Cross will bring to this important post 
are a clear mind and a first-rate know- 
ledge of Council and committee pro- 
cedure. In turn he has been chairman 
of the Board of Architectural Education ; 
the competitions, practice and_profes- 
sional conduct committees ; and of the 
committees set up to study the report 
of the working party on the building 
industry and the Anglo-American pro- 
ductivity team. He was also chairman of 
the committees on the constitution of 
the Council and on the Registration Act. 
As, in addition, he was hon. Secretary 
from 1952-55, it will be seen that he is 
exceptionally conversant with the com- 
plex of affairs with which the RIBA is 
faced to-day. Fuller details of his career 
are given on another page. 

Mr. Cross also brings other gifts, a 
charming personality and outstanding 
ability as a speaker, whether in Council 
or on more informal occasions. The 
Royal Institute may feel itself fortunate 
that it can call upon his services at a time 
when it has a number of problems of 
difficulty on its hands. We wish him good 
fortune. 


New Zealand Students’ Work 


SoME interesting examples of students’ 
work in the various years of the five-year 
course are illustrated in the 1956 pros- 
pectus of the School of Architecture, 
Auckland University College, University 
of New Zealand. The school trains archi- 
tects on a broad but flexible course ol 
full-time studies, and the effects upon 
architecture of society, history and eco- 
nomics, climate and geography, and 
materials and labour, as well as techno- 
logical processes and professional pro- 
cedure are included in the curriculum. 
The five-year degree course is recognised 
by the RIBA as exemption from their 
final examination and the first three years 
of this from their intermediate examina- 
tion. New Zealand’s population is very 
small compared with ours, but it IS eVI- 
dent that the Dominion has facilities for 
a first-class training in architecture. 
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- RIBA is Academy is a is in. model of the new main 
his career SIR HOWARD ROBERTSON, ARA offices in London of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group 
_ (Easton & Robertson), Architect of oil companies. The new offices are to be built 
Tr gilts, a on part of the site of the 1951 Festival of Britain. 
itstanding They will comprise two blocks, one on either side 
ob = of Charing Cross Railway Viaduct. Together they 
fontumabe will house some 5,500 employees of the company. 


The * Upstream ~ block is to be built on three 
sides of a square with the open side facing the 
Thames. Consisting of 11 storeys and rising to a 
height of over 150 ft. it will be dominated by a 
26-storey tower, over 330 ft. high. The * Down- 
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Included in the office complex are the provision 
of a spacious open square facing the site of the 
National Theatre, to be treated as public space; 
a specially designed form of night-time illumination ; 
the placing of two flanks of the U-shaped lower 
office blocks on columns, allowing free passage 
beneath the buildings; the arrangement of high- 
level pedestrian walkways, crossing the area between 
Waterloo Station and the future hotel and across 





examina- ; : 
8 : Belvedere-road to the Festival Hall; and the incor- 

n is very : 

it is evi- poration, on a more handsome scale, of the Under- 

lities for ground booking hall at present maintained within 


re. Aerial view of South Bank Development. Waterloo Air Terminal. 
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EGHAM TECHNICAL SERVICE LABORATORIES 
for the Shell Chemical Company, Limited | 








View from south across lake. 


Architects 
WALKER, HARWOOD «& 
CRANSWICK, ARIBA 


Architect-in-Charge 
R. A. COX, ARIBA 


Consulting Engineer 
MAURICE NACHSHEN, BSc, 
MICE 


Quantity Surveyors 
HARRIS & PORTER 


Landscape Architect 
GORDON PATTERSON, FILA 





Clerk of Works 
A. E, WHY 


Builders 
TROLLOPE & COLLS, LTD. 


General Foreman 
I. SMART 
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ggg ng design is becoming in- 
| creasingly more specialised, since labora- 
od tory techniques and processes are rarely 
static and advancing chemical technology 
demands the minimum of restraint. In 
planning, it is therefore essential to provide, 
so far as is possible, a sense of special freedom 
and to avoid such inhibiting factors as fixed 
or inadequate services. The basis is in fact 
the laboratory bench, together with the 
complex of services essential to its function. 
The correct size and spacing of benches must 
therefore be established at the outset. Since 
these in the laboratory illustrated were to be 
completely standard, movable, and_ inter- 
changeable between the various laboratories, 
a laboratory bench together with the working 
space around it was used as the design module 
giving the length and width of each laboratory 
as an exact multiple of the standard bench 
unit. Allowances were predetermined for 
thicknesses of partitions, plaster, finishes, etc., 
and a permitted tolerance of } in. was gener- 
ally adhered to. Within this overall discipline 
the maximum flexibility has been retained. 
} The normal laboratory services of gas, water, 
electricity, compressed air, vacuum, drainage 
together with lines for the future provision of 
steam and nitrogen have been so arranged 
that any bench can be turned through 90 deg. 
or 180 deg., removed altogether, or reposi- 
tioned within a multiple of its length with the 
minimum of effort and without interruption to 
other services within the same complex. 
The whole of the lateral partitioning is re- 
movable. 

Construction: Generally a framed structure 
of a composite nature having reinforced 
concrete columns carrying steel lattice beams, 
these being so designed as to permit the free 
passage of ducts and services through the 
over-ceiling space. 











Detail of main entrance on north front. Below: General 

view from the west, showing approach to laboratory. 

Having regard to the Dutch influence within the Shell 

Company, the facing bricks are 2-in. facings with a 

24-in. vertical lap, set in mill mortar with horizontal 
joints raked out. 
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The essential stiffness required with 
this form of construction is provided by 
the main entrance unit and conference 
room, which are r.c. box frames. 
Suspended floors are hollow pot units 
used to reduce the overall weight. 


The roof is of aluminium decking 
covered with built up mineralised felt. 
External cladding generally of 2 in. 
facing bricks, relieved with some colour- 
textured rendering and precast panels. 
Interior lining to cavity walls is of 
foamed slag blocks. 


Constant temperature and humidity 
conditions were required in one labora- 
tory within a margin of — 2 deg. F. (dry 
bulb) and +2 per cent. relative humidity 
adjustable within a range of 10 deg. F. 
and 10 per cent. relative humidity. 
This unit is insulated with cork slabs 
sprayed internally with a plastic cocoon 
as a vapour barrier, this vapour seal 
being applied as an internal decoration. 
The windows are double-glazed, solar 
gain being prevented by the use of non- 
actinic glass externally and the use of 
built-in venetian blinds set between the 
two skins of glass. 


Heating: The Frenger system of 
ceiling panel heating has been adopted 
throughout the laboratories and offices, 
convectors being used, located below 
the floor, in the conference room and 
built into the walls of the two work- 
shops. 


Low pressure hot water is supplied 
from three boilers burning 200 seconds 
oil pumped through pipe coils forming 
the ceiling grid to which are attached 
perforated aluminium radiation panels. 


Ventilation: Fume cupboards and 
hoods and extract points have been 
provided at approximately 10 ft. centres 
in each laboratory, each hood or 
cupboard being separately ducted so as 
to obviate dangers consequent upon the 
mixing of incompatible gases. 


Services: All main services have been 
located in an external peripheral ring 
duct from which branches are taken 
into the building at modular points to 
serve benches and being so arranged as 
to provide simple connections in four 
positions and two directions. 


Furniture: All laboratory furniture 
was designed by the architects and is 
based on the unit system, being entirely 
standard and interchangeable. 

Sub-contractors and suppliers were : 

Heating, ventilation and services, G. N. 
Haden and Sons, Ltd.: landscaping, 
Turfsoil, Ltd.; electrical, Central Electric 
Co.: flooring, tiling, Dennis Williams, 
Ltd.: weod strip and cork, Hollis Bros.: 
linoleum, John Lewis and Co., Ltd.: 
p.v.c., Phoenix Rubber Co.: monolithic, 
Semtex, Ltd.: windows, Crittall Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., Holcon, Ltd., and 
Williams and Williams; slate window 
surrounds and_ slate window  cills, 
Wincilate; other cills, Eternit: roofing, 
William Briggs and Sons, Ltd.: steelwork, 
S. and C. Walmsley, Ltd.; ironmongery 
and door furniture, J. D. Beardmore and 
Co., Ltd.: staircase balustrading, Amal- 
craft: doors, internal, Jayanbee Joinery, 
Ltd.: external, Norbury Joinery and Cabi- 
net Works, Ltd.; laboratory benches and 
fittings, Sotos, Ltd.: furniture, Hille, Heals, 
and Woolands, John Lewis and Co., Ltd., 
Liberty and Co., Ltd., and Terence Conran: 
carpets, Stockwell; curtaining, Primavera; 
venetian blinds, Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd.; lighting fittings, Heffer and 
Merchant Adventurers; fluorescent lighting 
GEC; and sanitary fittings, Adamsez, Ltd. 


THE BUILDER 








mumnet ceriscoment(speen nant) 














renasee 








- 
} 
oF rouge 

















ram aust rman 6 sce 



































conrenewce som 





First-floor plan. 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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Above: View in entrance 
hall on north front, look- 
ing towards double stair- 
case. The staircase is 
carried on a_ central 
spine with cantilevered 
treads of solid teak. 
Right: View in stairwell. 
Below: The conference 
room which projects over 


the lake. 
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Drawn by Lawrence Wright 


NEW WATERFRONT, HONG KONG. 


THE BUILDER 


New Names and New Experiments 


THE ROYAL ACADEMY SUMMER EXHIBITION, 


1956 


Reviewed by CHARLES PIKE, FRIBA 


"ES! A decade since the war ended 
and the more peaceful aspects of 
building could again find expression. 
What have we achieved in these ten 
years? This was the question uppermost 
in mind as I walked up the long stairs of 
Burlington House to see the Summei 
Exhibition of 1956. 

In Gallery X, acting almost as sentine!s 
to the Architectural Room, are two large 
models of Stevenage and Harlow. Yes, 
of course, the ““ New Towns” had come 
into being. Inside, yet more models. 
large and small ; they dominate the scene 
The drawings on the walls seemed fewer 
than in past years and all rather big. A 
closer inspection reveals a subtle change 
in the type of building portrayed. Since 
1946, housing and schools and a few 
offices have been the main occupation of 
the architectural profession. Now, free- 
dom from building restrictions permits a 
much wider field of architectural en- 
deavour. Churches, large office schemes, 
a hospital or two, banks, domestic 
schemes for private clients, and buildings 
for the Universities come into their own. 
Not least, there is a strong representation 
of Overseas schemes, with the more 
exotic colouring of warmer climes skil- 
fully portrayed by well-known perspec- 
tive artists such as Lawrence Wright. 

Is the early sense of anticipation justi- 
fied ? Is this an exhibitjon of outstand- 
ing quality, or just another collection of 
designs, interesting but no more ? 


On the whole there is some very good 
work; a few frankly poor exhibits and 
a number of excellent drawings in which 
the architecture is quite secondary and 
even obscure. Indeed, one or two 
schemes hang on the wall solely by virtue 
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R. Gordon Brown, FRIBA, architect. 


of representational skill and certainly not 
for their architectural qualities. 
Design Application 
Any architect understands that a build- 
ing is the result of interpretation of his 
clients’ requirements, site conditions and 
building regulations. Quite often these 
basic elements are forgotten and criticism 
made purely on the elevational treatment. 
For instance, one of the most dominant 
schemes in this year’s Academy is the 
new office building on the South Bank 





BARBERS” 


HALL : Interior. 

















Kenneth M. B. Cross, FRIBA, architect. 
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for the Shell Petroleum Company, (1175) 
designed by SiR HOWARD _ROBERTSON, 
ARA, illustrated on page 485. 

It is a vast project and consists of a 
%6-storey skyscraper and two lower 
blocks of 11 storeys. How far is the 
general composition influenced by the 
site, the technical considerations of 
foundations which may even affect the 
Underground railway system, and the 
London County Council’s _ insatiable 
demands for car-parking space ? Only 
the architect will know all these problems, 
but it is fairly certain that the position of 
the high block and the complementary 
accommodation was decided mainly on 
such issues. 

The model of this scheme (1215) is well 
made and reveals some interesting plan 
shapes at ground level. The main facing 





material is Portland stone and a repeat- Drawn by artis i Shewine 
ing window unit punctuates the facade. LEA HOUSE. LYMINGTON. HAMPSHIRE. 
The relationship between the high por- Donald H. McMorran, ARA, FRIBA, architect. 


tion and one of the adjacent 11-storey 
blocks is unusual, but may be due to 
Town Planning considerations of the 
South Bank at this point. The design 
problem extends beyond the actual site. 


Models 


Since models form an important part 
of the Exhibition this year, one might 
ask whether some that have been ex- 
hibited in other places ought to be shown 
again, and ponder on the obvious omis- 
sion of SiR WILLIAM HOoLForp’s St. Paul's 
scheme, which is of great interest to the oe 








ainly not general public quite apart from those 
connected with building. Model making 
provides a good method of three-dimen- Drawn by Louis Osman 
: sional presentation—if the scale is under- NEWNHAM COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, Principal’s Lodging : North front. 
a build- stood. Photographs of some models are Louis Osman, FRIBA, architect. 
n_ of his often more realistic and illuminating than 
tons and the models themselves and it might be 
en_ these permissible to suggest the inclusion of 
criticism such photographs in the Architectural 
catment. Room and allow more space for other 
ominant schemes. 
y is the The Market Square in the Harlow New 
th Bank Town Centre (1239) by FREDERICK GIB- 
BERD and V. HAMMETT is an interesting 
yi and pleasing composition, and provides 
itt a comprehensive picture of its relation- 
A } ship with the other buildings, which have 
i been illustrated before. An office block 


by Basi, SPENcE, ARA (1237) in Upper 
St. Martin’s Lane is depicted in context 
with other buildings, and enables the 
viewer to understand how much of the 
facade will be seen from various aspects 
} in adjoining streets—a useful point. 
Other models which show to advantage 
the architectural conception are the 
Catholic Church at Greenford by Davip 
Stokes & PartTNeRS (1221) a graceful 
composition with an interesting slatted 
wall treatment ; the Police Residence at 
| Clapham (1209) by SipNey J. HANCHET, 
| well balanced with some good variations 
to the fenestration: and Louis’ DE 
SOISSONS’ swimming pool at Eton (1228) 
with its pleasing form. 








Churches 





Apart from the restoration of war- 
damaged churches, of which Wren’s St. 
ee Nicholas Cole Abbey (1143) is a good : : 
example by ARTHUR BAILEY and well ee eee Te —- a a 
illustrated by J. D. M. Harvey, there are RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN KENSINGTON PALACE GARDENS. 


a number of new schemes which possess Guy Morgan and Partners , architects. 
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Drawn by Gustavo V. da Rosa, Jr. 


CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES, JESSELTON, NORTH BORNEO. 
R. Gordon Brown, FRIBA, architect, in association with Kell Astrom. 
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Drawn “es oe f Thring ) 
NEW BUILDING FOR THE UGANDA COMPANY, KAMPALA. 
Louis de Soissons, RA, Peacock, Hodges and Robertson, architects. 
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much variety and invention of architec. 
tural form. As might be expected, Basi 
SPENCE provides some interesting eon, 
ceptions in the church of St. Aidan a 
Leicester (1146) and in the Eyres Monsel] 
church at Leicester (1133) with a high 
level glazing to the nave and a detached 
skeleton tower linked by low ancillary 
buildings. : 

The church at Harlow (1149) by D, R 
Humpurys and R. W. Hurst owes jts 
character to tall slender brick piers with 
narrow windows, the roof crowned by 4 
slender copper fléche. Another interest. 
ing church which is also crowned by 4 
fléche of similar form is that of the Holy 
Cross at Doncaster by Brappock & 
MARTIN-SMITH (1177). A church in the 
more traditional manner with brick walls. 
small windows and tile roof is All Saints. 
Shirley, Surrey (1181) by W. Curtis 
GREEN, RA, Son & LLoyp. 

SiR EpwarbD Maure, RA, provides a 
characteristic contribution in his church 
of St. Alphege, Edmonton (1162), 

University Buildings 

With the Government emphasis on 
technical education, it is natural that 
science and engineering buildings should 
predominate, and the Imperial College 
scheme in Kensington (1191 and 1192) by 
GRAHAM DAWBARN is much in the public 
eye. Whether the new buildings will 
command universal appreciation _ is 
doubtful, but, as mentioned previously, 
the nature of the clients’ requirements 
must be considered in assessing the merits 
of this building. It is all vast and rather 
overpowering, though relief is provided 
by some interesting external staircases. 

Other projects in this category worthy 
of study are the Leeds Central Colleges 
by YORKE, ROSENBERG & MArDALI 
(1223) ; the Physics building at Liverpool 
University by Basil SpENceE (1153) and 
two other schemes at Southampton by 
this versatile architect (1165 and 1166). 
The latter is particularly interesting in 
the quality of architectural form which 
provides a restful atmosphere. 

Other Buildings 

The ever-increasing demand for well- 
lighted office accommodation is reflected 
in the number and character of office 
buildings now being built. Large win- 
dows, car parking facilities and high 
density on valuable sites determine the 
fundamental characteristics, although it 
is all too evident that some architects still 


THE NEW KOWLOON 

HOSPITAL, HONG KONG 

S. E. T. Cusdin (Easton and 
Robertson), architect. 
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a nite — _ ie RT: cling to forms which make an appro- 
ting ASIL nae | priate solution almost impossible. 
‘aie os Good examples of well-lighted space 
5 Monsel] are provided by the English, Scottish and 
7 ‘te Australian Bank headquarters __ offices 
detached (1182) by PLayNe & Lacey ; Wingate 
ancillary House, Shaftesbury Avenue, by BURNET, 
7 Tair & PARTNERS (1186); offices for the 
by DR North Thames Gas Board (1193) by ELIE 
owes its Miayorcas— incidentally extremely well 
piers with presented—and in more exotic vein, the 
ned by a Government Offices in Borneo (1195) by 
interest. R. GORDON BROWN. Another scheme of 
ned by a interest is the London Electricity Board 
the Holy offices at Bethnal Green (1236) by L. K. 
wock & WATSON and H. K. COATES. 
ch in the _ There are many other competent solu- 
ick walls. | tions, and among these are the premises 
\ll Saints} ( for the British Coke Research Association 
Curtis (1201) by Westwoop, Sons & HARRISON 
—a well-balanced scheme with good 
rovides 4 modelling and appreciation of solid and 
iS church void. 
| Some Other Buildings 
6 | Schools have had their full quota of 
hasis on }) recognition in past years and among the 
iral that few shown in this year’s Academy, the 
ss Should new Infants’ school at Basildon Kings- 
College wood, Essex (1178) by PHILIP G. FREE- 
1192) by we : MAN indicates that the high standard is 
1e public Drawn by Sir Martyn Beckett, Bt. maintained. . me 
on A COASTGUARD LOOK-OUT, GORDONSTOUN win cence ee 
aaieaite SCHOOL, ee, = Martyn Beckett, Bt, little out of touch “with contemporary 
irements ARIBA, oremiect. needs, but. nevertheless, are often skilful 


essays in design. Among these may be 
mentioned the Principal’s Lodging at 
Newnham by Louis Osman (1150); 
DONALD McMorran’s house at Lyming- 
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Drawn by W. Newman 


GRAFTON GALLERIES PROJECT. Newman, Levinson and Partners, architects. 
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Drawn by Peter Foster 


BRANCH BANK AT KING’S LYNN for Martins Bank, Ltd. 
Marshall Sisson, ARA-elect, FRIBA, architect. 


ton, Hampshire (1204) ; the branch bank 
at King’s Lynn (1184) by MARSHALL 
SIssoNn, the newly elected ARA; and a 
similar scholarly effort by the same 
architect at Repton School (1185). 
Among other designs of interest are the 
Truro Area Hospital by ADAMS, HOLDEN 
& PEARSON; the offices in Gloucester by 
DONALD McMorran (1142); the new 
German Embassy by WALTER H. Mar- 
MOREK (1154); shops for the City of 
Birmingham by A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER 
(1164); the Bangor Crown Building by 
EDWARD BANKS (1167); and the recon- 
struction of the Merchant Taylors’ Hall 
by the President of the Royal Academy, 
SiR ALBERT RICHARDSON (1171). 


Overseas Buildings 

This year there are a number of impor- 
tant schemes which are being built over- 
seas, and their interest is heightened by 
the presentation and vivid colour which 
almost enable the beholder to steal away 
from this chilly clime and bask for a few 
moments in the sun-drenched atmo- 
sphere of the Tropics. In Hong Kong 
the new Kowloon Hospital by S. E. T. 
CuSDIN (of Easton & Robertson) is a 
good example of contemporary design in 
this field (1136). 

GORDON BROWN’S' new waterfront 
(1137), also in Hong Kong, is full of 
variation and interest and indicates the 
advantage of a comprehensive scheine for 
so important a location. Less successful 
is the North Point housing scheme by 


another architect at Hong Kong (1203) 
where a 12-storey point block is repeated 
without contrast or variation over a vast 
area, and is a study which might almost 
be dubbed the * old brutality.” 

The new Uganda Legislative Building 
by GEOFFREY BODGENER of Edward Mills 
& Partners (1141) was awarded first pre- 
mium in a recent competition ; while not 
clearly defined in the drawing, it has a 
number of interesting possibilities and 
will doubtless prove its quality in 
execution. A small but colourful little 
house at Kingston, Jamaica (1179), by 

/ H. WartKINS, GRAY & PARTNERS 
shows how well sympathetic design can 
capture the spirit of the location. 


Conclusions 

Well, the Exhibition is mow open for 
all to sez! What have we achieved? It 
is interesting to recall pre-war visits to 
the Academy: the large number of 
rather solid municipal buildings, the con- 
centration on making openings of infinite 
variety in solid walls, the general effect 
of blocking and masonry, office build- 
ings with poor lighting, and repetition of 
pet details which indicated the architect’s 
character as clearly as handwriting. Now, 
new names are added to the old, new 
perspective artists match their skill with 
the “old faithfuls”! Glass is the main 
e’ement in elevational treatment. The 
dashing experiments of pre-war have now 
been universally accepted. Yes, it is all 
most interesting and illuminating! 
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Royal Academy Banquet 


SIR ALBERT RICHARDSON'S 
COMMENTS ON MODERN ART 


[PROFESSOR SIR ALBERT RICHARDSON 

President of the Royal Academy 
speaking at the Royal Academy banquet 
at Burlington House, W, on May 2, gaiq 
that he had been depressed on reading 
criticism by Sir Alfred Munnings of this 
year’s exhibition, and it had caused him 
to destroy the speech he had originally 
prepared and to write another, $j; 
Alfred Munnings had decided not to 
attend the banquet, for the first time 
since 1919, he said, because, with jt; 
increased showing of modern art, it was 
the worst he had even seen. 

If they looked around these galleries, 
Sir Albert continued, they would see how 
some subjects were executed. The 
verdict might be—excitedly, exquisitely 
or execrably. Another definition would 
be—nudes, nocturnes, and nightmares 
At any rate, the Spring Show brought 
forth all the flowers of British talent, and 
in due course bees, wasps, horse-flies, and 
gnats would swarm. Let them all come; 
the attraction was great and they must 
live. 

‘We are showing works of all ranks, 
but some are ranker than others,” added 
the President. 

Turning to the broader issues of con- 
temporary art, he said they would find 
examples in the exhibition which were 
impressionistic, realistic, and well man- 
nered, subjects suited to every taste, 
carnivorous, vegetarian, canine, feline, 
horticultural, scenic, and _— suggestive. 
There were, for instance, the feminine 
beauties of the present age; the noble 
features of men of all ranks; and then 
there were the pictures of horses, far 
preferable to Yahoos. 

It was a good sign that the ordinary 
man in the street now took an interest in 
the arts. He rejoiced to think that the 
young were doing so well in art. There 
was encouragement for the arts in all 
directions. 

The shopping thoroughfares of our 
cities and towns were an example of 
misconceived luxury. We lived in an 
age of artificiality which promised to 
become more complex. Having success- 
fully exterminated rabbits we reserved 
horses for sport or for Sir Alfred 
Munnings to paint. 

Replying to the loyal toast, the DuKI 
OF GLOUCESTER said: 

“To-day, when the price of almost 
every commodity has risen by leaps and 
bounds, one can still buy attractive pic 
tures—landscapes, flower pieces and 
watercolours—for a few pounds, and 
often a painting by a young student is 4 
work by no means to be despised.” 

Mr. R. A. BuTLER, Lord Privy Seal. 
replying to the toast of “ Her Majesty's 
Ministers,” said that he had discussed art 
with Mr. Bulganin and Mr. Krushchev. 
Nothing had impressed the visitors from 
Russia more than the way in which we 
had kept our historic treasures and tradi- 


tions intact through eternal wars. We 
must keep our inheritance and our 
traditions. 
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Drawn by Basil Spence 





UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL; The Physics Building. Basil Spence, OBE. ARA, FRIBA, architect. 


Drawn by Basil Spence 


UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAM 





PTON: Proposed Women’s Hall. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, FRIBA, architect. 
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, SHIREEY. 
SURREY. W. Curtis Green, RA, Son 
and Lloyd, architects. 





i dh Sa Vane 


Drawn by W. A. S. Lloyd 








Drawn by Basil Spence 


EYRES MONSELL PARISH CHURCH, LEICESTER. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, FRIBA, architect. 





NORTHOLT GRANGE FREE 
CHURCH. George Whitby, 
MBE, FRIBA, architect. 


Drawn by Arthur H. Shearing 
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Drawn by Peter Sainsbury 


OFFICES AT BECKTON GAS WORKS for the North Thames Gas Board. Elie Mayorcas, FRIBA, architect. 





Drawn by Frank A. Weemys 


BBC TELEVISION CENTRE: Entrance to main 
hlock. Graham Dawbarn, CBE, FRIBA (Norman and 


Dawbarn), architect. . 


Ww 





Drawn by B. R. Williams 

NEW HEADQUARTERS BUILDING: English, 

Scottish and Australian Bank, Ltd.  Playne and 
Lacey, architects. 
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Drawn by. J. D. M. Harvey 
MAIN ADMINISTRATION OFFICES, SHELLHAVEN. 


Howard V. Lobb & Partners, architects. 








Drawn by Z. Piet 


HOUSE NEAR KINGSTON, 
JAMAICA. W. H. Watkins, Gray 
and Partners, architects. 


LABORATORIES for the British 

Coke Research Association, 

Chesterfield. Westwood, Sons 
and Harrison, architects. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
RICS Elections 

To the Editor of The Builder. 
GIR —Mr. Arthur J. Willis has drawn 

attention (The Builder, April 27) to 
the defect in the system of election of 
members to serve upon the Quantity 
surveyors’ Committee of the RICS, which 
the substantial number of members 
attending the last triennial QS Con- 
ference clearly indicated should receive 
the serious attention of the committee. 

The need to employ public corres- 
pondence in order to keep members in- 
formed of the fate of their resolution is 
to be regretted, but a problem exists to 
which all members need to apply some 
thought. 

Those members who wish conscien- 
tiously to exercise their privilege to vote 
in the committee elections (and it is the 
duty of every member so to do), are 
faced at present with two alternatives. 
First, to vote blindly for a name with 
little or no knowledge of its owner, or 
secondly, to restrict their votes to those 
candidates, if any, who are known per- 
sonally to the voter. 

If all voting members adopt the first 
alternative the election depends upon an 
element of luck rather than upon 
reasoned judgment. If the second alter- 
native is followed a candidate may be- 
come elected by a very small proportion 
indeed of the total membership. 

It can be conceded that any form of 
active electioneering campaign may be 
undignified, but the issue with ballot 
papers of a brief biographical note upon 
each candidate, stating his age and status 
and giving some indication of his ex- 
perience, would at least enable voting 
members to exercise reasonable judg- 
ment in the casting of their votes. 

It is unlikely that the suggested pro- 
cedure need produce insuperable admini- 
strative difficulties, since such a system 
is already followed by a number of pro- 
fessional bodies and associations in the 
conduct of their election affairs. 

B. BowskILL, ARICS. 

21 Pershore-place, Coventry. 





To the Editor of The Builder. 
SIR,—Could Mr. Willis please let us 

know what kind of statements he 
expects candidates for RICS elections to 
make? Is dear old Eighth Scale to de- 
clare in favour of bigger, brighter and 
better fees for the toiling masses, or will 
young Stan Method come out for the 
abolition of variations and down with 
alterations 2. As for Mr. T. Ext Book, I 
feel sure he will want harder and trickier 
examinations, which we shall continue 
to pass the Willis Way ! 

_I believe Mr. Willis holds a senior posi- 
lion in the Institute of Quantity Sur- 
veyors. When they hold elections, do 
they provide the information he expects 
from the RICS ? 

The RICS is a professional body and 
hot a hustings, and, in my view, all 
candidates should have exactly the same 
alms, namely regard for the interests of 
the members and the enhancement of the 
good name, and standing of the Institu- 
tion. During the past decade this is pre- 
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cisely what the Quantity Surveyors Com- 
mittee has done, the members of the 
Committee giving much time and hard 
work in order to do so. Even “ Honorary 
Observers ” have to give time to the job, 


- and in addition it is probably a very use- 


ful one. 
J. C. CorpDER, FRICS. 


28-30, Wigmore-street, WI. 





To the Editor of The Builder 
~wIR,—The RICS Committee’s decision 
as revealed seems strangely out-of- 
date, and is inconsistent with the wishes 
of a large section of the Institution’s 
members. It is difficult to understand, 
without some explanation, why the Com- 
mittee finds “ that it would not be appro- 
priate for a professional society to issue 
ballot papers which contained the matters 
referred to in the resolution,” when other 
and equally influential professional 

societies think and act otherwise. 

But apart from the decision itself, mem- 
bers will be gravely disturbed to learn 
of it through the medium of the techni- 
cal Press. The decision must have been 
made prior to March 22 (the date of 
the Institution’s letter to Mr. Willis), and 
there has been ample time to include it 
in the May edition of The Chartered 
Surveyor. 

If the Committee fails to keep members 
properly informed, nobody should criti- 
cise Mr. Willis for raising the matter in 
the technical Press, regrettable though it 
may be. 

J. NISBET. 

33, Fordwich-rise, Hertford, Herts. 


A National College of Building 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GQ IR,—The suggestion made by Sir 
David Eccles, Minister of Education, 
at the annual dinner of the Institute of 
Builders (reported in your issue of April 
27) of setting up a National College of 


- Building to provide higher education for 


those entering the building industry, with 
possibly the Brixton School of Building 
as the nucleus for expansion, may be 
regarded as a great challenge to the 
industry as a whole. 

Although Brixton School of Building 
belongs to the LCC, whose attitude to 
the suggestion is not yet known, it is for 
the industry as a whole to think deeply 
about it and seize the great opportunity 
that the Minister of Education’s support 
affords. Quoting in this instance the 
words of the Bible, “ Knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you; Ask, and it shall be 
given unto you,” it is for the building 
industry to knock at the door of the LCC 
and also ask the council for an expansion 
of Brixton School of Building as a 
National College of Building. I am sure 
that, with the support of the industry, the 
door would be opened and the request 
granted. 

There are a lot of reasons which make 
the Brixton School of Building deserving 
of expansion to a National College of 
Building, and if possible given a recog- 
nition by London University for the 
award of a degree in building. Brixton 
School of Building, which was founded 
over 50 years ago, is in my opinion the 
best in the country for building educa- 
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tion, and one of the best in the whole 
world, if not the best. There is no 
country in the world where the Brixton 
School is not known. This School is 
famous, not only because of the sub- 
jects it teaches, its lecturers and the way 
they teach, but also because of the 
various contributions its past students 
have made to the success of the building 
industry all over the world. Comparing 
its syllabus for the Higher National 
Diploma in Building with those of other 
colleges awarding degrees in building, one 
would find that the Brixton School of 
Building had covered more ground in its 
various subjects and has introduced in 
its curriculum more subjects that will be 
beneficial, not only to the student him- 
self, but to the industry and the country 
as a whole, than other schools of build- 
ing. The manager of a building firm once 
told me that “Attendance at Brixton 
School of Building for your course of 
studies in building is sufficient qualifica- 
tion for a good post in industry.” 

I should refer in this instance to the 
interesting remarks made by two parties 
of Russian visitors to the School 
at the end of last year and early this 
year. They said they were really 
impressed by the great work done at the 
School both by the students and the staff, 
and also by some of the research work 
going on there. I am sure if the 
Russians are given their way, they will 
possibly send some of their students to 
Brixton School to gain advanced know- 
ledge of building. 

Brixton School of Building is also one 
of the few colleges in the world that 
caters for almost all the trades and skills 
connected with the building industry 
(including civil and structural engineer- 
ing). It is time for the industry to sit 
up and see that the Brixton School is 
placed in the proper position it deserves 
amongst other colleges catering for 
higher technological education. 

The Institute of Builders, I think, is 
the most concerned in this case. For the 
past few months, the Institute has been 
struggling hard to prove to the world its 
anxiety for higher education in building. 
This is a good case where its determina- 
tion could be proved, and young 
entrants to the building industry con- 
vinced that there is really going to be 
sufficient scope for them in the industry. 
The Board of Building Education and 


the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, particularly the 
London Master Builders, should put 


their heads together and fight the good 
fight and make good the differences 
existing in building education. 
F. I. Osikoya. 
39, Offley-road, SW9. 


The New Wage Rate 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GQIR.—The fourth paragraph of Mr. 
Finn’s letter (The Builder, April 27), 
suggests the new rates are not compatible 
with the present cost of living. In this 
district, at least, the new craftsman’s rate 
is a little over three times the rate 
applicable in 1939. 
D. Conway, Managing Director, 
for Theo. Conway, Ltd. 
Weymouth. 
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News of the Week 


London Housing, 1954-55 


THHE LCC’s annual volume of housing 

statistics now issued for the year 1954- 
55 contains an outline of the Council’s 
housing operations with a diagram illus- 
trating the growth since 1900; a des- 
cription of the broad outlines of the 
Council’s system of management with 
some notes on points of interest in the 
year under review; explanatory notes 
and observations on the statistical tables 
which give detailed figures for slum 
clearance work in London and_ for 
London housing authorities, including 
details concerning various types and 
location of housing accommodation, the 
rents charged, and other information; and 
a summary of housing legislation as it 
applies to London, with brief notes on the 
financial provisions of the various 
Housing Acts. 

In 1954-55 the Council built 8,598 new 
homes. At the end of March, 1955, the 
Council managed 174,863 homes for 
about 709,000 people. Total rent received 
was £10,503,172, including local charges 
for rates and water. 

In addition to the 174,863 dwellings, 
Council lettings included some 1,453 
shops, 123 workshops, 2,244 garages, 
5,691 allotments and garden plots, 57 
clubrooms, and many thousands of 
miscellaneous properties. 

Patronage of the Arts 

THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, at their 
meeting last week, had before them a 
recommendation of the general purposes 
committee that a sum not exceeding 
£20,000 a year be expended on the 
acquisition of works of art, with empha- 
sis on the commissioning of new works 
and the encouragement of living artists. 

The committee think that there would 
be scope for the adornment of schools 
and housing projects, and for such purpo- 
ses as the provision of sculpture in the 
lay-out of parks, and in the design of 
bridges, road improvements and so on. 
The value of new architectural work and 
open-space development undertaken by 
the LCC in 1954-55 was £20m., and in 
view of this the committee consider that 
£20,000 a year for the purposes in mind 
“ would be a reasonable sum.” 


RSA Industrial Art Bursaries 


THE RoyaL SOCIETY OF ARTS is offer- 
ing prizes, amounting to £3,350 (£965 
more than was awarded last year), in this 
years Industrial Art Bursaries Com- 
petition. |The prizes take the form of 
travelling bursaries, usually of £150 each, 
and are open to students who intend to 
take up industrial designing as a career. 

Among the subjects of design for which 
bursaries will be offered are: domestic 
electrical appliances: domestic solid-fuel- 
burning appliances; laminated plastics; 
cinema and television settings (two bur- 
saries); wallpaper; electric light fittings; 
acrylic sheet (“ Perspex”): PVC plastics 


*** London Housing Statistics, 1954-55” can 
Xe obtained from the Information Bureau at 
County Hall, SE1l, and directly, or through any 
bookseller, from Staples Press, Ltd. (Bookshop 

14, Great Smith Street, SW1), price 2s. 6d., 
post extra. 
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sheeting; domestic glassware; furniture 
(three bursaries); and pottery. Cinema 
and television settings, domestic glassware 
and pottery have been added to the 
competition since 1955. 


Death of Dr. Oscar Faber 


WE regret to announce the sudden 
death of Dr. Oscar Faber, CBE, DSc, 
which occurred on Monday as the result 
of a heart attack. He was 69. As senior 
partner of Oscar Faber and Partners, 
consulting engineers, Dr. Faber was the 
principal deviser of the elaborate air- 
conditioning plant and the constructional 
work of the new House of Commons. 
He was an authority on reinforced con- 
crete, and his work on the problems of 
construction in this material, undertaken 
in the early days of his career, largely 
contributed to the confidence that engin- 
eers now repose in it. We hope to include 
a fuller obituary notice of Dr. Faber in 
our next issue. 


RICS Juniors’ Tour 


A tour of the Tower of London for the 
Junior Organisation of the RICS has 
been arranged for Saturday, June 16, 
commencing at 2.15 p.m. Tea will be 
served at the Tower Restaurant at 4 p.m. 
The meeting is open to all junior mem- 
bers and their friends, including children. 
Tickets, inclusive of tea, are 3s. 6d. each 
(children 2s. 6d.). Applications to the 
Honorary Secretary of the Junior 
Organisation, at 12, Great George-street, 
SWI, before June 7. 

A Development Study 

Mr. VINICIO BAQUERO Mora, chief 
topography assistant in the public works 
department of the municipality of Quito, 
Ecuador, who has been in the United 


Kingdom since September on a _ nine 
months’ United Nations economic 


development scholarship to study housing 
and town planning, is to prepare, as a 
study project, a plan for the redevelop- 
ment of a partly bombed area in Victoria 
under the guidance of the London 
County Council. Under the arrangements 





COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, MAY 14. 

CHADWICK Trust.—** The Influence of Chad- 
wick on American Public Health,’ by Dr. 
Huntington Williams (Commissioner of Health, 
Baltimore, USA). Royal Society of Medicine, 
1, Wimpole-street, WI. 5 p.m. 

SCIENTIFIC FILM ASSOCIATION.—Programme of 
scientific films selected for the British Film 
Academy. Mezzanine Cinema, Shell-Mex House, 
Strand, WC2. 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MAY 15. 

RIBA.—Genera!l meeting. ‘* Architecture and 
the Local Community,”’ by Henry Morris, OBE, 


MA, Hon.ARIBA. 66, Portland-place, WI. 
6 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16. 
CEMENT AND CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—Sym- 


posium on the strength of concrete structures. 
Grand Hall, Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
George-street, SWI. 10 a.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BRITISH PHOTOGRAPHERS.— 
Annual exhibition of professional photography. 
RBA Gallery, Suffolk-street, SW1. (May 16 to 
June 9.) 

ARCHITECTURAI ASSOCIATION. Musical 
evening by AA Musical Society. 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 17. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—** The Mosaics 
of Ravenna,” by E. A. Remnant, 34, Bedford- 
square, WC1. 6.15 p.m. 
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for his studies made by the British Coup. 
cil, Mr. Mora has been attached for six 
months to the town planning division of 
the architect’s department of the LCC. 
Architects at Golf 

THE MATCH between the RIBA Golfing 
Society and the Building Alliance Golfing 
Society this year was played at Royaj 
Wimbledon Golf Club on April 25, Both 
teams turned out in force, singles being 
played in the morning, the position 4 
lunch time being that the BAGS led py 
11 to 9. The architects had hopes of jm. 
proving the position in the afternoon, by 
the BAGS managed to increase their lead. 
the final result being 17 matches to |] 
York’s Medieval Wall 

YORK estates committee has learned 
that the Ministry of Works is unable to 
grant any financial assistance towards the 
work of restoring Marygate wall, which 
is part of the medieval fortifications round 
St. Mary’s Abbey. But the Ministry has 
said it is strongly opposed to the Council's 
proposal to demolish the wall if no grant 
is made. The estates committee has 
recommended that no further action be 
taken at the present time. 

A New Profession ? 

FULL EMPLOYMENT, one aspect of which 
is that there is a shortage of competent 
applicants for jobs, seems to have pro- 
duced a new profession that of staff 
selection. A firm of consultants recently 
set up will, after preliminary and full con- 
sultation with the firm seeking staff, find 
candidates with the necessary experience 
and qualifications, undertake preliminary 
interviewing and present the client firm 
with a short list for final choice. Manage- 
ment Selection, Ltd., the consultants in 
question, appear to have brought this pro- 
cess to a fine art; they claim to save the 
client both time and money. There should 
undoubtedly be a future for the service 
offered, and already, it seems, several 
firms in the building industry have made 
use of it for engaging senior staff. 


Professional Announcements 


Mr. C. F. MANNING, ARIBA, has_ been 
appointed staff architect to Messrs. Boxgrove 


Houses, Ltd., 10, Duke-street, Manchester- 
square, WI, where he will be glad to receive 
trade literature. 

Mr. W. G. RospatHAan, ARICS, AIArb, has 


opened an office and is practising as a chartered 
quantity surveyor at 17, Greenhill-street, Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon. 


FROM © THE BUILDER” OF 1856 
Saturday, May 10, 1856 


IRON AND GLASS IN CONSTRUCTION. 
At present there is a shaking amongst the 
dry bones of architecture, and we have 
preachings, denouncings, and prophesy- 
ings, revivals and new creations—one 0! 
the newest being pseudo Crystal Palaces. 
Iron and glass are to supersede all other 
kinds of material; and not only are 
exhibitions and museums to be construc- 
ted of these materials, but even whole 
town communities are to be roofed be- 
neath glass. Iron and glass have their 
use but public buildings require stone 
and bricks. These are the true materials 
for the architect to use. Iron and glass 
must be secondary and _ subservient. 

ENGINEER. 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 
The New President 
ME KENNETH M. B. CROSS, MA, is 
WE to be the new President of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects for the session 
1956/57. He succeeds Mr. C. H. Aslin, 
CBE, who retires from office on June 30. 
Although the council elections for next 
session have not yet taken place, Mr. Cross’s 
nomination to the presidency is unopposed. 

Mr. Cross was born in 1890 and educated 
at Felsted School and Caius College, Cam- 
bridge. He received his architectural train- 
ing in articles to his father, Alfred W. S. 
Cross, FRIBA, and at the Cambridge Uni- 
versity School of Architecture, setting up in 
private practice in 1919 and entering into 
partnership with his father in 1922. 

He has undertaken architectural work 
for Westminster City Council; Marylebone, 
Fulham, Finsbury and Deptford Borough 
Councils; Morecambe and Heysham Council; 
Bournemouth Council; Newcastle-on-Tyne 
City Council; Epsom Borough Council; 
Finchley Urban District Council; Islington 
Borough Council, the Barbers’ Company: 
the Grocers’ Company; the Whitgift Founda- 
tion; St. John’s College, Cambridge; London 
Hospital; commercial bakery, Plymouth; 
café premises, Plymouth; and Barclays Bank 
Park-lane, W1. 

Mr Cross has also been responsible for 
other industrial, domestic and collegiate 
building and is a leading authority on the 
design and construction of swimming pools. 
In this connection he has published ‘* Swim- 
ming Baths” (1928) and “ Modern Public 
Baths” (1938). His other publications in- 
clude “Practical Notes for Architectural 
Draughtsmen ” (1927) and contributions to 
the technical Press. 

Mr. Cross has served on the RIBA Coun- 
cil for the session 1937-38 and since 1950. 
He was honorary secretary of the Royal In- 
stitute from 1952-55, and in July, 1955, was 
appointed a vice-president. 

He has also served on committees of the 
Royal Institute and the Board of Architec- 
tural Education as follows: Executive com- 
mittee (from 1952); chairman of the Board 
of Architectural Education (1950-52); chair- 
man of the competitions committee (1937- 
49); practice committee; professional con- 
duct committee; the committee set up to 
study the report of the working team on the 
building industry and the Anglo US produc- 
tivity team. 

Mr. Cross was chairman of the committee 
on the constitution of the council and also 
of the committee on the Registration Acts. 

He has acted as arbitrator in building dis- 
putes and was an assessor for the following 
competitions: Romford Town Hall; Leeds 
Central Baths; and Holborn Baths. 

He is unmarried. His recreations 
walking and gardening. 


are 


Architects’ Sign Boards 

THE Councit of the Royal Institute have 
given approval to the recommendation that 
members should, wherever possible, make 
use of a specially designed standardised 
sign board on all building jobs. They con- 
sider that the repetitive value of such boards 
will provide excellent publicity for the pro- 
fession and indicate to the public the large 
number and variety of jobs on which mem- 
bers are engaged. 
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After considerable research it has been 
agreed that the most satisfactory board for 
this purpose is one measuring 20 in. by 
32 in. made of plastic liner 3/16 in. thick 
with a stoved enamel finish and eyeletting 
for easy fixing. The top half of the board 
will carry the RIBA badge and the word 
architect or architects in grey on a white 
background, while the lower half will carry 
the name of the architect or firm and the 
address in white lettering on a dark green 
background. Sufficient space has been pro- 
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ICTINUS AND CALLICRATES 
66 PORTLAND PLACE LONDON W 1 


vided on the lower half for affixes after the 
name and for the address. Although the 
illustration shows the name of a firm and 
an address which occupies only two lines, 
a total of three lines can easily be accommo- 
dated by a slight adjustment of the layout. 

The boards can be obtained from the 
Lettering Centre, 61-63, Borough-road, 
London, SEI, who will undertake to do a 
layout of the name and address for each 
architect ordering a board and will sign- 


write the name and address as agreed in 
standardised lettering. The charges per 
board for this, including package and 


despatch will be as follows: Single board, 
£6 3s.; four boards, £5 1s.; eight boards, 
£4 13s.; twelve boards, £4 6s. 

There would be a small additional charge 
where the name and address occupies three 
lines instead of the normal two. 

The boards are intended for use independ- 
ently on smaller projects and in conjunction 
with composite boards embodying general 
and sub-contractors’ names on large projects. 
In the latter case members are advised to 
collaborate with the general contractor, and 
where necessary the client, and to design 2 
composite board embodying the RIBA 
board in a suitable and dignified position. 

A prototype of the board can be inspected 
at the RIBA on application. 


BERKS, BUCKS AND OXON 
ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 

Visit to Bracknell New Toren 


HE annual general meeting of the Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon Architectural Associa- 

tion toox place at the Catherine Wheel 
Hotel, Henley, on April 28 and was followed 
by a luncheon for members and guests. The 
Mayor of Henley and Sir Lancelot Keay, 
KBE, responded to the toast of the guests. 
The president of the Association, Mr. E. 
Steward Smith, FRIBA, was: in the chair. 
Sir LANCELOT KEAY, who is a_ vice- 
president of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and chairman of Bracknell New 
Town Development Corporation, made a 
most entertaining and interesting speech, 
writes a correspondent. He spoke highly of 
Mr. A. E. Ferriby, chief architect to the 
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new town, and the architectural staff. A 
new town, he said, was a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for trying out new ideas, and 
Bracknell was among those which were 
setting the pace for the rest of the country. 
He and his directors would have lixed to 
have a shopping precinct for pedestrians 
only with vehicular access to the backs of 
the shops. This, however, had been vetoed 
by the Bracknell Chamber of Commerce, 
and he was very doubtful whether that was 
a wise decision. 

Sir Lancelot felt convinced that this 
country could not carry on in a half-hearted 
way. If it was going to remain great it 
would have to do big things. The credit 
squeeze and other similar restrictions made 
it very difficult to be bold. 

After lunch the party proceeded in their 
private cars to Bracknell New Town, where 
the architectural staff showed them round 
most efficiently. They visited a factory, a 
school, a typical house, a block of flats and 
a local shopping centre. The architects and 
their friends expressed delight at all they 
had seen, and were especially charmed with 
the layouts of the housing. 

After the tour the Development Corpora- 
tion entertained the party to tea at their 
offices. 


ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT 


SOCIETY 
Poor Support from the Profession 
THE annual general meeting of the 


Architects’ Benevolent Society was held at 
the RIBA, 66, Portland-place, WI, on May 
2. Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, PRIBA, who was 
in the chair, was elected president of the 
society. The honorary officers, vice- 
presidents, honorary auditors and council 
were elected for the year 1956-57. 

THE PRESIDENT, in moving the adoption 
of the annual report. statement of accounts 
and balance sheet, said: “It is very 
encouraging to know that during the last 
year the society has attracted more support 
from the profession, although it is not yet 
sufficient. If every member on the register 
contributed only 10s. a year we should have 
a reasonable and stable income. A generous 
gift. of a new kind for us, is the bungalow 
in Lancashire which has been bequeathed 
to the society by the late Major Bluhm, 
together with its contents and a sum for 
maintenance. It will very shortly be put 
in order, so that we may install one of our 
beneficiaries in it. 

“Our own scheme for building homes for 
our old people has gone forward during the 
last 12 months, and the result of the com- 
petition for their design has now been 
announced. I am sure you will all join me 
in congratulating Mr. Clifford Culpin on 
gaining the award, and we are now looking 
forward to starting building soon as 
possible.” 

Mr. R. O. Foster, honorary auditor. 
pointed out that the contributions received 
represented an average of less than 5s. a 
head for each architect on the register. It 
was only rarely that the Council could 
authorise a payment of more than £50 a 
year to an approved applicant. The 
Centenary Appeal Fund now stood at 
approximately £23,500. The annual report. 
statement of accounts and balance sheet 
were adopted. 


as 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
Housing Policy Examination 


A'N increased number of houses built by 

private enterprise in the first three 
months of this year, and a higher number 
of tenders approved for local authority 
houses in the last quarter, were two en- 
couraging features mentioned by Mkr. 
DuNCAN SANDYS, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, during the examination 
of his policy at question time in the House 
of Commons on May 1. 

During the period January to March, he 
said, 25,450 houses were built in England 
and Wales by private enterprise. That was 
about 4,000 more than in the correspond- 
ing period last year. 

Asked by Mr. Gipson whether the num- 
ber of houses built by local authorities for 
letting had decreased, or whether the num- 
bers had been maintained, Mr. SANDYS said 
that there was no connection between the 
two, and then added: “The more people 
there are who own their own homes the 
better it will be for England.” 

Mr. LINDGREN suggested that the Minis- 
ter was making it more difficult for young 
people to own their own homes, for since 
he had taken office the interest charges 
alone on a £2,000 house had increased by 
15s. a week. To this the Minister retorted 
that the last positive action the Govern- 
ment had taken in this matter was to re- 
duce the stamp duty on the purchase of 
new houses. 

Information about the number of pro- 
jects other than housing put forward by 
local authorities which had been rejected 
or postponed since the beginning of the 
year was, he said in another reply, not 
available in that form. For services, other 
than housing, for which he was responsible 
loans amounting to about £16,500,000 were 
sanctioned in the first quarter of the year, 
and that was about 9 per cent. less than the 
corresponding period last year. 

Mr. LINDGREN asked whether the Minis- 
ter would be prepared to relax the existing 
restrictions on capital expenditure to enable 
the provision of urgent social amenities by 
local authorities in new and_ expanded 
towns. 

Mr. SANDYS said that all proposals would 
be carefully considered, but his idea of what 
was urgent might be rather different from 
that of Mr. Lindgren. 

He informed Mr. Proctor, in a written re- 
ply, that the average capital costs of a three- 
bedroomed council house for which tenders 
were approved in the fourth quarter of the 
years 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954 and 1955 
were, respectively, £1,310, £1,396, £1,380, 
£1,383, £1,381 and £1,442. 

Slum Clearance 

Dealing with the provision of houses for 
general needs, he said that it was true that 
local authorities were likely to build a 
larger number of houses than hitherto for 
slum clearance and that that might result 
in their building fewer for general needs. 
But he was confident that they would main- 
tain a fair balance between families living 
in slums and others on the housing lists. 

Mr. LINDGREN suggested that slum clear- 
ance varied considerably in different parts 
of the country, and that in local authority 
areas where slum clearance did not arise 
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those authorities were either refusing to 
proceed, or were being prevented from pro- 
ceeding, with other schemes. 

Mr. SANDYS said that he had received no 
evidence to show that local authorities in 


areas where there was an acute shortage of 
reasons cutting 


houses were for financial 
their house building programmes. 


Mr. LINDGREN asserted that he could give 
the Minister a list of local authorities who 


had refused to give further contracts when 
the existing contracts were completed. 

Mr. SANDys said that he would be glad 
to have particulars of such cases. So far as 
the entire country was concerned, the num- 
ber of tenders approved during the last 
quarter was slightly higher than a year ago. 

Mr. ENocH Powe LL, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry, informed Mr. 
Beswick that there were 957 local authori- 
ties now operating the agreement under 
which loans advanced by building societies 
on house purchases were in part guaranteed 
by the local authority. 

Mr. Sanpys told Mr. Allaun that the gist 
of the representations he had received from 
individual local authorities and local autho- 
rity associations concerning the increased 
rates on housing loans and the cuts in the 
housing subsidies was that they would like 
the rates of interest to be lower and the 
subsidy to be higher. 

Improvement Grants 

Mr. SANDYS, in a circulated statement, 
gave the Exchequer contributions in rela- 
tion to improvement grants between 1951 
and 1956 as:— 


TOWARDS LOSSES INCURRED BY 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 


Payments 

Period. Dwellings. made. 

x 

31.7.49-31.3.51 266 Nil 
1.4.51-31.3.52 491 1,178 
1.4.52-31.3.53 680 5,060 
1.4.53-31.3.54 489 9,836 
1.4.54-31.3.55 1423 15,256 
1.4.55-31.3.56 1,891 32,929 


TOWARDS GRANTS MADE BY LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES. 


Payments 

Period Dwellings. made. 

3 

Up to 31.3.5] 479 179 
1.4.51-31.3.52 932 1,118 
1.4.52-31.3.53 1,316 7,562 
1.4.53-31.3.54 2,812 20,019 
1.4.54-31.3.55 18,163 40,383 
1.4.55-31.3.56 35,636 175,045 


Improvement grants were not made by 
development corporations. 

In each table the figures in the second 
column were the number of dwellings for 
which grant was approved during the period 
shown in the first column. Those in the 
third column are the payments made in that 
financial year. They included payments 
for grants approved in earlier financial 
years. 

Dwellings forthe Elderly 

Mr. SANpDys said, in answer to Dame 
Irene Ward: I have decided to inquire into 
the arrangements that are being made for 
housing elderly persons. My object is to 
see whether, haviag regard to the require- 
ments of other sections of the population, 
old people are receiving a reasonable share 
of the accommodation provided and 
whether this is of the kind best suited to 
their physical needs and financial circum- 
stances. 

Accordingly, I propose to ask all local 
authorities and certain voluntary organisa- 
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tions to be good enough to send me Par. 
ticulars of what they have done to deal 
with this problem. While this information 
is being collected I shall arrange for a qualj- 
fied official of my department to 20 and 
see schemes of various kinds in different 
parts of the country and to make a Teport 


to me upon them. I also intend to see | 


the views of the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee. 

The problem of housing elderly people jg 
in many respects connected with that of 
providing for their health and welfare, My 
inquiries will, therefore, naturally be car. 
ried out in close collaboration with the 
Minister of Health. 

Mr. GIBSON asked what was the number 
of small flats and bungalows built for aged 
people in 1955 and for the months of Jany- 
ary to March, 1956. 

Mr. PowELL, who replied, said: Figures 
are not available for the number of dwel- 
lings let to old people, but in 1955 15,959 
one-bedroom dwellings were built and 3,573 
were built in the first quarter of 1956, 


Differential Rents 


DAME IRENE WARD asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government whether he 
had yet issued his guidance to local autho- 
rities on the subject of differential rents 
schemes, and if he would publish its con- 
tents. 

Mr. SANpDys: I believe that local autho- 
rities, who are considering the introduction 
of differential rent schemes, would welcome 
some guidance on this subject. I have de- 
cided to issue a circular giving particulars 
of schemes already in operation, together 
with certain general information based on 
the experience of local authorities. The 
circular will be issued in about a fortnight 
and will be published. 


Restrictive Labour, Practices 


ME. IAIN MACLEOD, Minister of 
. Labour, announcing the action taken 
by the National Joint Advisory Council 
about restrictive labour practices in indus- 
try, told the Commons on May | that there 
was general agreement that this aspect of 
the wider problem of increasing productive 
efficiency and making the most effective use 
in all industries of the manpower available, 
was not a subject which could usefully be 
dealt with by broad generalisations, but had 
to be examined by each individual industry 
in the context of its own special needs and 
circumstances. 

It had been agreed to draw the attention 
of the employers and trade unions con- 
cerned in individual industries to the urgent 
need for a new and positive examination of 
practices which impeded the full and effici- 
ent use of manpower resources. The detailed 
implementation of the council’s decision 
would be worked out by the Joint Con- 
sultative Committee, which would meet on 
May 9. 

If the spirit of constructive and co- 
operative approach which characterised the 
discussions of this subject, could be con- 
veyed to those who actually have to tackle 
the problem in the factory and on the shop 
floor, he was sure they would have taken an 
important step forward in the direction of 
greater efficiency and productivity. 

Mr. GRAHAM PAGE, a Conservative mem- 
ber, said that some of them felt that re- 
strictive practices by labour were a great 
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obstacle to national production. He asked if 
the Minister was confident that merely call- 
ing the attention of the employers and the 
unions would be sufficient to be effective. 

Mr. MacLeop said that he was hopeful 
that this approach would be much more 
than calling attention of the employers and 
unions to it. Everyone realised that this was 
a problem, and that an industry by industry 
approach was the only way to deal with it. 

The Minister also announced the end of 
the Notification of Vacancies Orders, 1952. 
He said that he had come to the conclusion 
that their usefulness was not sufficient to 
justify the restrictions which they placed on 
the engagement of workers, and they would 
be revoked from Monday, May 7. Employ- 
ment exchanges would remain freely at the 
service of employers and workers, and he 
hoped they would, for their own advantage, 
make the fullest use of that service. 

The Restrictive Practices Bill 
DECLARATIONS of Government inten- 

tions about the operation of the Res- 
trictive Trade Practices Bill relating to 
patents, classes of agreements to be regis- 
tered, the jurisdiction and powers of the 
trade court and the grounds on which res- 
trictive agreements could claim exemption 
were made by Mr. Peter Thorneycroft, 
President of the Board of Trade, and Mr. 
Derek Walker-Smith, his Parliamentary 
Secretary, when the Bill was considered fur- 
ther in committee on May 1, 2 and 3. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH explained that patents 
were excluded because they were dealt with 
by an independent code of law, and there 
were sufficient safeguards against abuses in 
that law. To bring patented goods within 
the purview of the trade court might pre- 
cipitate a conflict of jurisdiction with the 
Controller of Patents. He later moved 
three amendments, which were accepted, to 
put registered designs into the same class as 
patents. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT declined to agree to 
an amendment to exclude an agreement for 
the sale or exchange of “know how.” He 
said that too much scope would be given 
if it was possible to exclude a price ring or 
an exclusive dealing arrangement because it 
contained “know how.” But he would be 
prepared to listen to any representations be- 
fore the next stage of the Bill. He accepted 
in principle an amendment to recommend 
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the exclusion of agreements the purpose of 
which was to recommend the adoption of 
standards drawn up by the British Stan- 
dards Institution. He said that it would be 
unfortunate if such agreements were to be 
registerable and subject to examination. 
An Opposition attempt to provide that 
the registration of all agreements should 
take place within a specified date after the 


passing of the Bll was rejected by the 
Government. Mr. WALKER-SMITH © said 
that the Government were anxious to 


obtain the earliest possible registration, but 
simultaneous registration would create 
administrative difficulties. The Bill did not 
come into operation until one month after 
its passage by Parliament, but he would 
consider introducing an amendment to 
enable an order to be brought into force 
before the expiry of the period of one 
month. 

Another effort by the Opposition to speed 
up the procedure of the Bill by making 
unlawful after 18 months after its passage 
all forms of collective discrimination listed 
by the Monopolies Commission, except 
that for collective resale price maintenance, 


was as strenuously resisted as it was 
argued. MR. THORNEYCROFT said that the 
proposal would put the cart before the 
horse, because it would make certain that 


less important things were discussed and 
considered before the important ones. One 
difficulty arose about the exact definition 
of the things they were banning. The pro- 
posal would outlaw a group of practices 
concerned with collective discrimination, 
and a number of those might be enforce- 
ment practices. It would be better to get 
on with the examination of price rings and 
common prices. 

The principle of dealing with price rings 
first was generally endorsed, and the com- 
mittee approved the Government's plans by 
217 votes to 177. 

Considerable debate ensued on the pro- 
tection of the public interest and the basis 
of exemption for restrictions in an agree- 
ment. Mr. Thorneycroft said that the onus 
lay on industry in this matter. They had to 
come forward and say that the arrangements 
were necessary to safeguard the public. It 


was agreed that they had to have tests. 
Having dealt at length with the specific 
grounds set out in the clause—there were 


seven—and agreed to them, the committee 


SIX YOUNG ESSEX 
BUILDERS employ- 
ed by member firms 
of the LMBA (N-E 
Area) have left on a 
three weeks’ visit to 
the USA to. study 
building methods. Be- 
fore leaving they were 
received on April 16 


by Mr. P. Buchan- 
Hepburn, Minister 
of Works, and are 


shown (1. tor.) : Mr. 
M. J. Dean (organi- 


ser); Mr. A. W. 
Reeve_; Mr. Buchan- 
Hepburn; Mr. D. 
Clark; Mr. J. R. 


Michell; Mr. D. J. 
Horn ; and Mr. L.G 
Reeve. 
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considered a series of amendments from Mr. 
Thorneycroft which would give the court 
the right to weigh the balance between a 
permissible and approved justification for 
any restriction against any detriment 
which it might bring to the public. He 
argued that there was no great alteration 
in intention: the onus would remain fairly 
and squarely on the shoulders of those 
practising the restriction. 

This contention was not acceptable to 
the Opposition, who suggested that this 
alteration made unnecessary concessions to 
industry and changed the entire character 
of the Bill. The President was relieving an 
industry of showing that a restrictive prac- 
tice was not detrimental to the public. Mr. 
Thorneycroft retorted that every court had 
to strike a balance: there was a general pre- 
sumption that an agreement was against the 
public interest and various circumstances 
had to be proved to show that no detriment 
to the public interest would arise from the 
operation of the agreement. 

The Government's amendments’ were 
agreed to, the first by 176 votes to 115, and 
the highly contentious part of the Bill is 
now passed. 

Capital Restrictions and Building 
HE Government's order bringing under 
the control of the Capital Issues Com- 

mittee the raising of capital, either by 
borrowing or raising ef shares, of amounts 
between £10,000 and £50,000, is expected 
to have a considerable effect on the build- 
ing industry’s activities. 

This was revealed by SiR EDWARD BOYLE, 
Economic Secretary to the Treasury, when 
replying to a Liberal motion to annul the 
order in the House of Commons on May 1. 
‘BR is too early yet to assess or to know 
beyond saying that the Committee will have 
regard to the urgency of a building scheme,” 
he said. “It seems likely, judging by the 
current cases I have seen, that building will 
be considerably affected, but we shall be 
spared the turning down of projects of the 
greatest urgency.” 

He said that there had been indications 
that small companies were being begun 
with capital of less than £50,000, and the 
Committee had been concerned with appli- 
cations which had been put out since the 
order was made. Applications had been 
made for the raising of nearly £50,000 by 
each of the six subsidiaries of a property 
developing firm, applications which before 
March 1 would not have been necessary 
by companies which wished to raise capital 
to finance their businesses. 

There had been 43 approvals and 
refusals since March 13 when the order 
was made, and he did not see why small 
firms should be insulated. 

The criteria to be applied to small pro- 
jects would be no different from or more 
harsh than those applied to larger projects, 
but it could not be right to leave a loop- 
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hole by which the larger concern could 
escape the scrutiny or supervision of its 
small projects done by its subsidiaries. 
Because a concern was small it did not 
follow that it was begun by a_ small 
company. 

Mr. Cyrit Brack referred to the large 
number of transactions involving sums 


within the specified limits, which were on 
the point of completion when the order was 
made. In those transactions persons had 
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entered into commitments to borrow money, 
or had entered into building contracts to be 
financed by the money they could obtain. 
Could the Economic Secretary give an 
assurance where people had entered into 
contracts and would be involved in heavy 
loss if they could not proceed with them 
because of the operation of the order, the 
Committee would give sympathetic con- 
sideration to them ? 

SiR EpwarbD said that the Chancellor had 
pointed out in February that where an 
application was for more than £50,000 the 
Committee would take no notice of the 
fact that contracts had been entered into. 
In cases where the request was for borrow- 
ing less than £50,000 that could, as it were. 
be specially pleaded before the Committee. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Cost of School Curtains 


Mr. LESLIE THOMAS asked the Minister 
of Education in the Commons on April 26 
whether he was aware that curtains pro- 
vided for the Frank Hooker School, Canter- 
bury, cost £1,064, of which £979 was spent 
on curtaining the school hall, and why he 
had approved this expenditure, as it was 
not in conformity with the Government’s 
appeal for economy in local government 
expenditure. 

Sir Davip EccLeEs replied: The cost of 
the curtains was high because two walls of 
the assembly hall were made of glass, but 
I am advised that the cost of two glass 
walls with curtains was less than that of 
two solid walls without curtains. 

Mr. THomas said that there was consider- 
able public anxiety about the degree of 
vigilance exercised by the Ministry on such 
expenditure. He asked the Minister to take 
action to ensure that the architects and 
designers associated with his department so 
designed the schools in future that these ex- 
travagant furnishings became unnecessary. 
The Minister had aptly described the school 
hall. It was a veritable glass house, much 
more calculated to develop weeds than lusty 
young plants. 

Sir D. Eccies: The architects in this 
case were very clever. They found a method 
of construction and furnishing which was 
cheap, and the cost of the equipment of 
the school hall was well below the average. 
He appreciated what Mr. Thomas had said, 
and proposed to announce soon limits on 
the total cost of school furnishings, which 
would give guidance to local authorities. 


School Building Site Grants 


Mr. HayMan asked the Minister of Educa- 
tion what special grants were available to 
local education authorities for building new 
schools on difficult sites. 

Sir D. Eccies: I am prepared to increase 
the limit of cost for individual projects on 
sites of unusual difficulty. Grant is payable 
on the additional expenditure involved at 
the normal rate of 60 per cent. 

Mr. HayMan asked if an additional grant 
paid on the site was deductible from the 
total grant for the whole of the school 
building and site. 

Sir D. Eccies said that he thought the 
site was taken into consideration, and if it 
was decided that it was so difficult that 
extra money had to be spent, that was added 
to the total building cost. 
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Prison Building Programme 


Major LiLoyp-GEorGE, the Home Secre- 
tary, stated in the Commons on April 26 
that the new building programme for prisons 
and other penal institutions comprised two 
prisons of maximum security, the first of 
which was in course of erection and should 
be completed before the end of 1957, while 
the second was scheduled to start this 
summer. A psychiatric institution was also 
scheduled to start this summer. These will 
be followed in 1957 and 1958 by two 
Borstals for boys and two for girls. 


Garage Space in New Building 

Mr. LANGFORD-HOLT asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, on 
May 1, what garage accommodation would 
be provided in the new office block being 
built on the south side of Wigmore-street. 

Mr. PowELL, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry, said: Provision will be made 
for parking 52 cars. 


Industrial Building 


Mr. WALKER-SMITH, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Board of Trade, informed Mr. Gerald 
Nabarro, in a written reply on May 1, that 
the area of industrial building—related to 
new buildings and extensions to existing 
building of over 5,000 sq. ft. for manu- 
facturing industry—in each of the five years 
ended March 31, 1956, was in thousand 


sq. it.: 

March 31, 1951, 24,535; 1952, 37,008: 
1953, 29,625: 1954, 30,774; 1955, 37,558: 
Nine months ended December 31, 1955, 


31,594. 

The figures were based on information 
received by the Board of Trade up to the 
end of March, 1956. The figure for the first 
three-quarters of 1955 was likely to be re- 
vised upwards as further information be- 
comes available. Figures for the first quarter 
of 1956 were not yet available. 

The Board of Trade, he added, had no 
power to prescribe such minimum standards 
of structural thermal insulation as the 
President might require in the interests of 
coal conservation as a condition of the issue 


of an industrial development certificate, 
which related solely to the distribution of 
industry. 


Mr. NaBarro asked the Minister of Fuel 
and Power how much coal and coal equiva- 
lent was consumed in the same period for 
the space heating of factories in Britain and 
what action he was taking, in the interests 
of coal conservation to require structural 
thermal insulation of factory buildings. 

Mr. AUBREY JONES, in a written reply, 
stated :—Exact figures are not available but 
it is estimated that some 30m. tons were 
consumed for this purpose. I am glad to say 
that industrialists are increasingly aware of 
the economic advantage of proper insulation 
in their factories. The Government for their 
part are restoring the investment allowance 
for such purposes as the insulation of exist- 
ing factories and the loan scheme is available 
in appropriate cases. 


Rural Water and Sewerage 


Mr. Hurp asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government what was the num- 
ber and cost of rural water and sewerage 
schemes for which grant approval has been 
postponed since January 1, 1956; and if he 
would give a revised estimate of the total 
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grant allocation for these purposes ip the 
current year compared with the previous fiy. 
years, 

Mr. SANDYS, in a written reply on April 
30, stated:—156 schemes to the valye of 
£5,800,000 have been postponed sinc 
January 1, 1956. For the time being 
authorisations are being severely curtailed 
except where risk to health, safety or othe; 
vital interests renders it impracticable to gp 
so. Each scheme submitted is scrutinised jp 
the light of these considerations and I cap. 
not estimate how much work | shall 
authorise in the current year. 


Council House Loan Charges 


Mr. Proctor asked the Minister of Hoys- 
ing and Local Government, what were the 
interest costs for a three-bedroomed council 
house for the years 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954 
and 1955, compared with 1950. 

Mr. SANDYS in a written reply on May 3: 
Interest and repayment charges based on 


average prices in the fourth quarter of each | 


of these years were £58 13s. 3d.; £63 15s. 3d; 
£60 19s. 8d.; £58 Os. 8d.; £76 Os. 7d.; and 
£47 4s. 2d., respectively. 





School Construction Programme 

Mr. SWINGLER asked the Minister of 
Education in the Commons on May 3, how 
many primary and secondary schools were 


under construction at the latest date for 


which figures were available; how many 
of these were comprehensive, grammar, and 
bilateral schools, respectively ; and how the 
total figures compared with those for the 
same date in 1955. 

Sir Davip EccLes : On January 31 this 
year there were 309 primary and 510 
secondary schools under construction, com- 
pared with 372 primary and 414 secondary 
schools a year earlier. 


Colonial Housing 


Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked the Secretary 


of State for the Colonies when validating 
and enabling legislation about past, present 
and future activities of the Colonial 
Development Corporation in housing and 
road building would be introduced. 

Mr. LENNOX-BoyD, in a written reply on 
May 2, stated : Legislation will be intro- 
duced during the current session. 


Building Modules 


Sir ALFRED Bossom asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, as representing the Lord President 
of the Council, why the Building Research 
Station was attempting to discourage the 
adoption of any module, and was intending 
to design the United Kingdom test buildings 
in the European Productivity Agency pro- 
gramme without a module, in spite of their 
agreement with other EPA countries. 

Mr. BEVINS : in a written reply on May 
4, stated. I am informed that the Building 
Research Station is not attempting to dis- 
courage the adoption of any module, but 
is reserving its own decision until the ex- 


perimental work now in _ progress is 
complete. In designing the buildings to 
which Sir Alfred refers, the Building 


Research Station is applying knowledge of 
the use of modules and_ co-ordinated 
dimensions, without confining itself to the 
use of any particular module. This is not 
precluded by the proposed agreement with 
other EPA countries. 


May 
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LAW REPORTS 


Use of Unusual Type of Ladder: 
Builders’ Appeal Against Award 
for Damages Dismissed 


CourRT OF APPEAL 
BEFORE LorpDS JUSTICES DENNING, BIRKETT 
AND PARKER 
W. and C. French, Ltd. v. Morris 


AN appeal by W. and C. French, Ltd., 
building contractors, of Epping New- 
road, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, from a judg- 
ment of Mr. Justice Glyn-Jones awarding 
£2,270, 15s. Od. damages to a former em- 
ployee, Mr. John Joseph Morris (30), a 
scaffolder, of Walham-grove, Fulham, for 
injury he suffered in an accident at work, 
was dismissed with costs by the Court of 
Appeal on April 17. 

They upheld the judge’s finding that the 
employers were three-quarters to blame for 
the accident. 

Mr. Morris was working on a building site 
at London Airport on April 27, 1953, when 
he fell from an unusual type of ladder which 
the judge held introduced an unnecessary 
risk to a workman. Mr. Morris's wrists and 
a thigh were fractured. 

The judge held that the employers were 
in breach of Article 29 of the Building Regu- 
lations as the height between the ground and 
the first landing place (44 feet) exceeded the 
30 ft. laid down in the regulation. 

He also held that Mr. Morris was 25 pet 
cent to blame for the accident in not taking 
proper care. The cause of the accident was 
the introduction of an additional risk by 
this unusual ladder and the employers were 
to blame for that. 

In his judgment Lorp JusTICE DENNING 
said the ladder from which Mr. Morris fell 
was of a type devised for Messrs. French 
about 20 years ago and used by them. It 
was an unusual type, four feet wide with 
rectangular stringers at the sides and rungs 
that were also rectangular, not round ones. 
The ladder was 44 ft. high. 

The Building Regulations, he said, applied 
to this ladder, and it was clear that Regula- 
tion 29 (6) was not ccmplied with. This 
provided that the vertical distance between 
landing places should not exceed 30 feet. 
Here there was a long stretch of 44 feet 
without a landing place. The employers 
were in breach of statutory duty. 

For Mr. Morris to recover damages on 
that ground, it was for him to prove the 
breach by the employers and to prove his 
injuries were caused by the breach. As this 
court did not know what view the judge 
would have formed on that question if he 
had known the result of a case in the House 
of Lords since decided, his lordship did not 
propose to say any more on the question of 
Statutory duty. 

Dealing with common law duty, Lord 
Justice Denning said it was pointed out that 
men using the ladder could not hold the 
stringers on each side as the ladder was 4 
feet wide. They had to hold the rungs. The 
evidence showed it was an awkward ladder 
to anyone familiar with the conventional 
type. 

The judge, he said, found no fault in the 
construction of the ladder, but there was 
@ great height and the men thought that 
might be disturbing to those using it. The 
judge thought the alteration of rhythm from 
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the ordinary ladder to this type was a 
danger. 

He found that, having regard to that 
change of rhythm and the great height with- 
out a break, there was a fault on the part 
of the employers in departing from the 
ordinary system of ladders. 

His lordship did not think the court could 
meverse the judge’s decision. If the em- 
ployers embarked on an unusual type of 
ladder not used by other people in the 
trade and the type was said to have dis- 
turbing features, then they had not taken 
all reasonable care to avoid unnecessary 
risk. There was negligence in common law. 

Nor did he think there was any reason to 
change the judge’s decision on Mr. Morris’s 
contributory negligence. The appeal should 
be dismissed. 

Lords Justices Birkett and Parker agreed. 

Leave to appeal to the House of Lords 
was refused. 


Architect Held to be in Breach 
of Duty to Clients: Case Settled 
on Terms 
HiGH Court. 
BEFORE THE OFFICIAL REFEREE 
G. F. Siegerts vy. J. Nicholson and Son. 


A FIER the Official Referee, Mr. W. K. 
a Carter, in the High Court on February 
8, had held an architect to be in breach of 
duty towards his clients, the case before him 
was settled by the parties on terms. 

Mr. Granville Francis Siegerts, architect 
and surveyor, of Electric Parade, Seven 
Kings-road, Ilford, Essex, claimed £106 18s. 
fees for work he had done for Messrs. J. 
Nicholson and Son, estate agents, of Bur- 
lington House, High-road, Ilford. The 
defendants had paid £52 before the hearing, 
leaving a balance of £54 18s. The outstand- 
ing claim was in connection with property 
at 38-44, 45-49 and 87-97, Colegrave-road, 
Stratford, E. 

In their defence Messrs. Nicholson said 
Mr. Siegerts agreed to prepare war damage 
specifications in respect of the property. He 
did so but they alleged he was in breach of 
contract in negligently omitting certain items. 
They counter-claimed damages for expense 
and inconvenience they had suffered and 
said Mr. Siegerts was not entitled to the 
fees claimed. 

In a preliminary judgment given in connec- 
tion with one of the houses, THE REFEREE 
said Mr. Siegerts’s original specifications were 
amended after consultation with the War 
Damage Commission’s assessor. He held 
that Mr. Siegerts was guilty of breach of 
duty to Messrs. Nicholson in failing to in- 
sert in the specifications anything concerning 
a party wall that had been exposed and 
changed into an external wall by the demo- 
lition by bombing of the house adjoining 97, 
Colegrave-road. 

He said he was also in breach in failing 
to send a copy of the amended specifications 
to the builder, a Mr. Laird, who priced the 
work to be done on the house, and in failing 
to check the figures arrived at, £20 10s., 
which, because of the omission of two items, 
should have been £70. The result of the 
matter, he said, was that it became necessary 
for the defendants to call in another sur- 
veyor to straighten things out. 

The case was adjourned for the parties to 
consider a settlement. Next morning it was 
announced that it had been agreed that by 
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consent judgment be given for the defend- 
ants on the claim with costs agreed at £300 
and that the counter-claim be withdrawn 
without any order as to costs. The Referee 
made an order accordingly. 

In his judgment THE REFEREE said Mr. 
Siegerts, employed by the defendants as their 
architect, prepared the specifications on the 
basis that all the damage was due to enemy 
action. The assessor for the War Damage 
Commission took a different view, claiming 
that the condition of the property after the 
repairs done by the Ministry of Works was 
no worse than before the bombing. 

They came to a compromise. The speci- 
fications were amended, the assessor striking 
out several of the items on the basis that 
some of the damage was due to neglect 
and not to bombing. THE REFEREE said that 
when the assessor met Mr. Laird for the 
builder to price the work to be done, Mr. 
Siegerts did not send the builder a copy of 
the amended specifications, as he should have 
done. 

When the builder had priced the work on 
No. 97 Colegrave-road at £20 10s., two sub- 
stantial items were omitted. The War Dam- 
aged Commission informed Mr. Siegerts 
they were prepared to agree to these figures, 
but Mr. Siegerts took no steps to check them 
as he should have done, the Referee said. 

The referee referred to a party wall that 
had changed its character and become an ex- 
ternal wall. It was claimed it needed a 
damp course but Mr. Siegerts did not put 
anything in the specifications about it. He 
mentioned other items in connection with 
which he found no negligence or breach of 
duty by the architect. 


Claim for Damages Against Builders 
Dismissed with Costs 
QUEEN’S BENCH DiviISsION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE STREATFEILD 
Harris-James y. Frank Brown, Ltd. 


[N the Queen’s Bench Division on May 1, 

Mr. Justice Streatfeild dismissed with 
costs a claim for damages, alleging breach 
of contract and negligence, brought by Miss 
Dora Albert Harris-James, of Pembridge- 
crescent, London, W, against Frank Brown, 
Ltd., builders, of Holland-street, London, W, 
who carried out repairs to the roof of her 
house on two occasions in 1951. 

Defendants denied plaintiff’s allegations. 

Giving judgment His Lorpsuip said that 
in 1951 defendants repaired the roof of 
plaintiff's house. In January of last year part 
of the ceiling of a room on the first floor 
collapsed and water entered. The work 
which had been carried out by defendants 
included the reinstatement of a zinc gutter 
for which the War Damage Commission 
paid. Later in 1951 other work was done on 
the roof. Undoubtedly the water which 
entered the first floor room came from the 
vicinity where the work had been carried out. 
But it did not follow that it was due to any 
negligence or breach of contract by the 
defendants. 

His lordship believed that plaintiff was not 
anxious to go to any great expense in the 
repair of the roof and was looking to the 
War Damage Commission to pay for it, but 
they authorised only part. 

His lordship said that on the evidence 
there was no negligence or breach of con- 
tract in respect of the work defendants 
carried out in 1951, and the action failed. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 


Figures for March Quarter 


i ie Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 
number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during March was 28,930 compared 


with 37,921 in March, 1955. 


March were: 


In the first three months of 1956, 67,594 permanent houses were 
completed compared with 82,233 in the same period of 1955. 


Detailed figures at the end of 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 





GREAT BRITAIN 


ENGLAND AND WALES 
































Post-war | Post-war 
total to Completions | Completions total to | Completions | Completions 
March 31 in in 1956 to March 31, in in 1956 to 
March March 31 1956 March | March 31 
By PuBLic AUTHORITIES a a ae cae ig 
Local authoritiest 1,704,619 17,349 38,843 1,465,794 15,243 33,292 
Housing associations 37,815 274 644 36,721 | 264 «| 634 
Government departments ... 56,229 S61 1,587 51,208 494 | 1,520 
TOTAL 1,798,663 | 18,184 41,074 1,553,723 | 16,001 35,446 
By PRIVATE BUILDERS 508,581 10,746 26,520 490,181 | 9,976 25,450 
TOTAL 2,307,244 28,930 67,594 2,043,904 | 25,977 60,896 





PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 





| GREAT BRITAIN 














ENGLAND AND WALES 


Under 











Under Under Under Under Under 

construction | construction construction | construction | construction | construction 

at at at at | at at 
March 31 Dec. 31 Sept. 30 March 31 | Dec. 31 Sept. 30 
1956 1955 1955 1956 | 1955 55 

By PuBLic AUTHORITIES: 7 Pei sat ike | eam baer 
Local authoritiest ... 179,422 186,618 191,046 145,884 151,728 1S7,797 
Housing associations Rie 2,496 2,655 2,983 2,342 2,576 | 2,874 
Government departments ... 7,777 7,811 8,625 7,147 7,141 | 7,855 
Tora 189,695 197,084 202,654 155,373 | 161,445 | 168,446 
By PrivATE BUILDERS 89,884 89,818 93,473 86,302 | 86,435 ¥ 89,986 
Tora 279,579 | 286,902 296,127 | 241,675 | 247,880 258,432 





CLEARANCE OF UNFIT AND OTHER HOUSES (ENGLAND AND WALES) 





NUMBER OF HOUSES: 
In clearance areas submitted 
In clearance orders confirmed ihe 2 
In compulsory purchase orders confirmed 
Demolished or closed ; = 
NUMBER OF PERSONS: 
In clearance areas submitted 
In clearance orders confirmed - a 
In compulsory purchase orders confirmed 
Moved from houses demolished or closed 


| Total since 


1955 April 1 
| | 1945 
| 

9,407 | 20,660 — 
870 | ye Oe 9,410 
2,887 | 6,894 | 19,648 
t | 25,229 | 122,037 

30,145 | 66,137 —_ 
2,464 6,946 24,283 
9.427 | 21,381 62,658 
3 75,918 | 384,655 





* Cmd. 9749 Housing Return for England and Wales, March 31, 1956. HMSO, price 6d. 
* Cmd. 9748 Housing Return for Scotland, March 31, 1956. HMSO, price Is. 
+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


t Not yet available. 





* BY-LAWS FLOUTED” ALLEGATION 


Threat of Legal Action Against Builders 


HE discovery of faulty work in the 

building of private houses has led 

to a warning by West Bromwich town plan- 

ning committee that it will take legal action 

against any builders found contravening the 
building by-laws. 

Stating that instructions have been given 
for all builders in the area to be informed 
accordingly, the committee says in a report 
that it feels considerable concern, on learn- 
ing from the borough surveyor of serious 
contraventions—some of them, it alleges, 
deliberate—of the Council’s building by- 
laws. The cases quoted concern over-site 
concrete and foundations to private houses. 

“While it is true that the builders have 
immediately begun to rectify the faults on 
attention being called to the matter, and 


that the unsatisfactory work was carried out 
by sub-contractors, we feel the shortcomings 
of the sub-contractors are the responsibility 
of the builder who engaged them,” the 
report states. 

Referring to previous cases having been 
brought to light by the building inspector. 
the report adds: “ There appears to be no 
doubt that in some instances the contraven- 
tions of the by-laws are deliberate whether 
on the part of the sub-contractors or the 
builders themselves. It is impossible for 
the Council’s building inspectors to be 
present at all operations carried out by all 
the builders engaged on private building 
work in the borough, and these attempts to 
flout the Council’s by-laws are therefore 
difficult to prevent.” 
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HANDBOOK OF HARDWOODS 
DSIR Publication 


Descriptions of 151 timbers are fully 
given in “A Handbook of Hardwoods.” 
17s. 6d., published for the DSIR by HMSO, 
Another 64 are briefly dealt with. As wel] 
as bringing up to date the information op 
hardwood species included in earlier books 
from the Forest Products Research Labora- 
tory, the handbook covers a large number 
of other species. Many of these are com- 
paratively new to the UK market. 

Previous FPRL volumes on Empire and 
home-grown timbers were published dur- 
ing the war. They contained information 
on hardwoods and have been revised at in- 
tervals. However, it appeared that it would 
be more useful and convenient to group 
hardwoods and _ softwoods in _ separate 
volumes, bringing together home-grown 
and imported timbers in each class. 

Information about each timber is given 
under headings which include seasoning, 
mechanical properties, wood bending pro- 
perties, resistance to insect attack, working 
properties and uses. There is a quick re- 
ference table at the end of the book which 
is intended to be used as a general guide. 
Kiln schedules are also incorporated in an 
appendix. 


WEDNESFIELD URBAN 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Works Completed and Future 
Development 


During the year 1955 the Wednesfield 
Urban District Council erected 321 dwel- 
lings, 194 being for “ overspill ” tenants and 
127 for their domestic programme. Included 
in this number were eight maisonettes and 
shops to serve the Lichfield-road and Moat- 
house Farm Housing Estates. The number 
of private dwellings erected in the district 
was 139. : 

During 1956 the following completions 
are expected in conection with the Ashmore 
Park Neighbourhood Centre: 

A_ two-stream County Primary School, 
designed and erected under the County Edu- 
cation Architect, A. C. H. Stillman. is expec- 
ted to be opened in the Spring. Plans are 
being finalised for ten shops and a multi- 
store in the Neighbourhood Centre and draft 
plans have been prepared for a public-house 
and layouts approved for a_sub-sectional 
police station, a Roman Catholic school, a 
church, hall and presbytery. The remainder 
of the buildings in the Neighbourhood 
Centre comprising a further ten shops, a pub- 
lic library and flats overhead, infant welfare 
centre, youth centre, community centre and 
communal garages, will be carried out at the 
earliest opportunity. 

Fifty-four dwellings are scheduled under 
the slum clearance programme to be dealt 
with during 1956. Two estates are being 
developed for private enterprise comprising 
some 380 dwellings and preliminary plans 
have been submitted for two further estates. 
The Council’s * overspill’ programme for 
1956 is 300 dwellings, for 1957 350 dwellings 
and it is anticipated that a similar number 
will be required for the 1958 programme. 
The design and execution of all housing and 
engineering capital works have been carried 
out under the Council’s engineer and sur- 
veyor, Thos. A. Peacock, MIMunE. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘‘ Automatic * Concrete 


£70,000 “automatic” factory, produc- 

ing 180 tons of concrete a nhour and 
operated by one man at a control panel, is 
planned to go into production at Doncaster 
(Yorks), within three or four months. The 
factory, claimed by its builders, Messrs. 
Goode, Havercroft and Co., Ltd., to be the 
most up-to-date “push-button” plant in 
the country, will have an American type 
plant to weigh and mix the concrete. Up 
to 50 people will be needed to feed and 
maintain the plant and to handle transport 
to and from the factory. 

Mr. R. Cook, manager of the ready-mixed 
concrete section of Goode, Havercroft and 
Co., whose headquarters are at Hull, says 
they hope to get many big contracts in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire. “We shall not 
be competing against builders in the area,” 
says Mr. Cook. “We hope they will be 
among our customers.” 


Cemian Motor Club Meeting 


The President’s Driving Test was held at 
Heston Aerodrome on May 6 in glorious 
weather. The morning was spent in an 
interesting regularity test, involving the 
negotiations of several chicanes and circula- 
tion of a roundabout. at which everybody 
had two runs. After lunch there were five 
driving tests. The results were: President’s 
Cup: Outright winner, B. J. Emerton 
(T.R.2); Spring Trophy: Winner Opposite 
Class, B. D. Frost (Prefect); Awards of 
Merit: R. W. Tanner (Reno 750) and 
R. P. C. Roberts (Jaguar Mark V). 

The next meeting is The Eight Clubs Race 
meeting at Silverstone on June 2, followed 
by another Driving Test meeting at Heston 
on July 1. Particulars from the Hon. Sec. 
Mr. F. L. Rounke, 26 Soho-square, W1. 


Building Society Rates 

The Council of The Building Societies 
Association has considered the likely effect 
of the Chancellor’s Budget proposals on the 
operations of building societies. It recom- 
mends no alteration of the existing rates on 
shares or deposits, which it considers appro- 
priate in comparison with other forms of 
saving. Many building societies now charge 
5} per cent. or more to new borrowers and 
the Council considers that 54 per cent. 
should be the minimum in all new mortgage 
applications. This recommendation relates 
only to new borrowers and does not mean 
that any further general increase will be 
made for existing borrowers. 


Employment in Building 


The numbers engaged at the end of March 
in building and contracting were 1,471,000— 
an increase of 33,000 over February. The 
total number in civil employment at the end 
of March was 22,950,000. 


The Production Exhibition, 1956 


_ The Production Exhibition and conference 
is to be held at Olympia from May 23 
to 31. The purpose of the exhibition is to 
show some of the research and develop- 
ment which lie behind Britain’s production 
achievements. The emphasis will be on 
Improvements in productivity which result 
Ina higher standard of living. The main 
sections will be: Research and development; 
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information, training and education; human 
relations and welfare; aids to production; 
materials; methods; services; and automa- 
tion. 


Technical Films 


A programme of technical films on various 
aspects of the building industry will be given 
for members of the LMBA and their super- 
visory staffs at the Royal Empire Society, 
Northumberland-avenue, WC2, on May 23, 
at 5.30 pm. Tickets from the Secretary, 
LMBA, 47, Bedford-square, WC1. 


Industrial and Factory Law 


A course of lectures on industrial and 
factory law will be given by Mr. Harry 
Samuels at Robert Hyde House, 48 
Bryanston-square, London, W1, from May 
29 to 31. The course will cover the legal 
groundwork necessary to industrial man- 
agers and executives. Further details from 
the Secretary of the Industrial Welfare 
Society at Robert Hyde House. 


New Industrial Building 


New industrial building amounting to 
21.7m. sa. ft., received location approval 
in Great Britain in the first quarter 
of 1956, states The Board of Trade 
Journal of May 5. This area exceeded 
that approved in either of the previous two 
quarters, but was not so large as the area 
approved in either of the first two quarters 


of 1955. The total area of the 438 indus- 
trial buildings notified to the Board of 


Trade as having started in the fourth quarter 
of 1955 is 10.5m. sq. ft. These figures are 
incomplete and will probably be revised 
upwards vy at least 15 per cent. 


Birmingham Overspill Problem 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Duncan Sandys, received 
on May 2 a deputation about the overspill 
problem from the Birmingham City Council 
consisting of Ald. W. T. Bowen, Ald. A. F. 
Bradbeer, Ald. J. C. Burman, Ald. Sir 
Theodore Pritchett, Cllr. F. L. Price, the 
Town Clerk, Mr. J. F. Gregg, and other 
officers. A full discussion took place about 
the extent of Birmingham’s overspill pro- 
blem and the measures which might be 
adopted for its alleviation. The Minister 
assured the deputation of his readiness to 
help in any way he could to expedite a 
start on actual building to meet overspill 
needs and to overcome the various difficul- 
ties which had so far impeded progress. 


OBITUARY 


H. W. Fitz-Simons 


Mr. H. W. Fitz-Simons, consulting engi- 
neer for the building of the £400,000 new 
bridge at Conway, has died at Conway. He 
was head of the engineering firm of Webster 
and Fitz-Simons, Victoria-street, London, 
and Ross-on-Wye. He had been consulting 
engineer to Conway Bridge Commissioners 
for more than 40 years. 


H. E. Holman 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred on May 5, of Mr.-Henry Ernest 
Holman. Mr. Holman served the firm of 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., for some 14 years, 
latterly as one of its technical managers and 
directors, and his loss will be felt by many 
who were associated with him. 
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GUILD OF SURVEYORS 
Presidential Address 


(THE annual general meeting was held at 

the Building Centre on April 26, with an 
excellent attendance. Apart from business 
matters, the chief items were the presidential 
address and the chairman’s report. 

The address of Sir Albert Richardson, 
PRA, FRIBA, was read to the meeting by 
the vice-chairman of the Council. It mainly 
dealt with the subject, “The Renewal of 
Taste,” and began by reminding that archi- 
tects and surveyors are in the unique position 
of being able to advise clients on matters 
of importance to the community. The 
object of all creative work should be the 
raising of the standard of art. Taste in art 
was both natural and unsophisticated. 

The history and development of painting 
and architecture were outlined, and Sir 
Albert mentioned the criticisms and changes 
that occurred late in the nineteenth century, 
particularly the diverging views of the 
Ruskin and Whistler schools. 

Attempts were now being made to “re- 
found taste,” but he deprecated the undue 
tendency among some architects to “aim at 
the future,” with the resulting supression of 
the experiences of tradition. The main 
purpose of creative art is to inspire others. 
The universal language of art alone is con- 
stant and unchanging. As a practitioner 
gains knowledge of the wisdom of nature, 
so he develops a philosophy which scorns 
perversities and wanton abstractions. 

The report given by the chairman of the 
Council, Mr. Gordon Tomalin, MIStructE, 
was comprehensive, touching on all the 
Guild’s activities and aspirations. 


BRITISH STANDARD 


Coloured Mastic Asphalt Flooring 
(BS 1451 : 1956) 

THIS REVISED British Standard, price 3s., 
forms part of a series for mastic asphalt 
for building. Coloured mastic asphalt has 
been used for many years, and this revision 
embodies the results of experience gained 
since the first publication of the Standard. 

Copies of British Standards may be ob- 
tained from the Sales Branch of the British 
Standards Institution, 2, Park-street, W1. 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF WELDING. 
4th Ed. By A.C. Davies. (London: Cam- 
bridge University Press.) Price 18s. 

THE MODERN CHURCH, By Edward D. 
Mills. (London: Architectural Press.) Price 
30s. 


TECHNICAL DRAWING FOR TRADE 
STUDENTS. Second Edition. By Raymond 
Forbes. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 


Price 8s. 6d. 

+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order, 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. G. T. Noble, general sales manager, has 
been appointed a director of W. H. Heywood 
and Co., Ltd.. Huddersfield. 

Mr. N. P. NEwMAN, chairman of the Council 
of Ironfoundry Associations, has sailed on a 
visit to Canada and the USA. During a stay of 
six weeks he hopes to further UK trade in- 
terests in both countries. 
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PLANT & MATERIALS 





Floor Fill Mix) 

A QUICK-DRYING material for mending 
worn and pitted sub-floors is being pro- 
duced by the Tretol Associated Products, 
Ltd., Tretol House, The Hyde, NW9. Called 
“ Tretol-bond ” Floor Fill Mix the material 
is recommended for patching and re-screed- 
ing, prior to further flooring installations 
and can be used on-concrete, asphalt, stone, 
timber and composition floors. 


Infra-red Heating 


A new range of infra-red lamps to be 
used as industrial heating units are being 
marketed by Philips Electrical, Ltd., Century 
House, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2. The new 
units are in the form of a metal cone which 
can be supplied for conduit mounting or 
with a baseplate. They are for indoor use 
in most situations where personnel need to 
be kept comfortably warm. Some applica- 
tions are workshops, garages. stores, ware- 
houses, shop counters, offices and for pave- 
ment heating. 


Industrial Span Building 


A new “G” type clear span building in 
pre-cast reinforced concrete designed in 
accordance with the requirements of British 
Standard Code of Practice 114, specifically 
for industrial use, is being manufactured by 
Marley Concrete, Limited, Peasmarsh, 
Guildford, Surrey. It is avaslable in standard 
spans of 25 ft., 30 ft., and so on to 50 ft. 
Economy, through the use of a standard 
design, is combined with the many ad- 
vantages of specially designed structures. 
Pre-cast concrete window surrounds for use 
with or without metal frames can also be 
provided. 


Boning Rods 


A set of three precision boning rods is 
being marketed by ABTUS, Ltd., Vandon- 
court, Petty France, SWI, which is stated to 
ensure accuracy to within 3 in. over a dis- 
tance of 100 ft. on straight or curved lengths. 
The sighting rod has a slotted aperture in 
its head, through which the operator looks 
at the sighting vee on the intermediate rod, 
which is adjusted so that its top is in line 
with the centre line on the target rod. Both 
intermediate and target rods are painted 
black and yellow, to permit visual checking. 


Sealing Materials 


Two new products are being marketed by 
Expandite, Limited, Chase-road, NW10. The 
first, RB200, is a material for use where a 
water, air or gas resistant seal is required. 
It can be applied to joints in structures or 
metal assemblies. In large sections, up to 
6 in. wide, it can be used for such applica- 
tions as the lining of tanks confaining acid 
or the provision of a resilient bedding 
between two concrete or metal sections. The 
second material is “* Asbestumen,” a sealing 
compound used for roofs, gutters, valleys, 
down pipes, top-sealing skylights, sealing 


cracks in concrete and asphalt flat roofs, 
and pointing between acid and heat resistant 
tiles. An advantage of the material is that 
it can be applied with a gun as well as by 
knife or trowel. 


Continuous Electrode 


The addition of “Firmec” electrode to 
their range of continuous electrodes for use 
on ‘“Fusarc” automatic welding machines 
has been announced by Quasi-Arc, Ltd., Bil- 
ston, Staffs. “ Firmec”’ electrode is designed 
for the welding of mild steel in the flat 
position and is particularly suitable for fillet 
welding and single-pass butt welds, in thick- 
nesses from 7 in. to } in. High-welding 
speeds are possible since a larger size of 
electrode than normal can be used for any 
given fillet weld size. 


Liquid Lead Pencil 


Of great use to people who find that 
sharpening pencils is irksome is the new 
liquid lead pencil that has been produced by 
Scroll Pens, Ltd., Nation House, Hampton- 
road, Teddington, Middlesex. The pencil 
writes dry without smudging and can be 
erased when necessary. It is claimed that 
the pencil will write for many weeks of 
normal use before needing a refill. 





The increase in building heights has called for 
cranes with a performance beyond the ordinary 


tower crane. The ‘ Everest”? climbing crane 
is one answer to the problems involved in tall 
construction. Marketed in this country by 
George Cohen Sons and Co., Ltd., Wood-lane, 
W12, it has a three-purpose installation : crane, 
passenger and material lift, and concrete-bucket 
hoist. It has a 360 degree slew and the operating 
height can be stepped up to 300 feet. The 
passenger and materials lift, located outside the 
mast, takes workmen up to the operating level 
at the rate of 180 feet per minute. 
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Trade News 


Verona Fair 

British earth-moving equipment on shoy 
at the Verona Fair, Italy, has created great 
interest. J. C. Bamford, Lakeside Works 
Rocester, Uttoxeter, Staffs., were the oni 
firm exhibiting a tractor-mounted excavator 


Protecting Stonework 

RIW Protective Products Co., Ltd, 395 
Whitehorse-road, Croydon, Surrey, inform 
us that the whole of the external stonework 
of St. Columba’s Church of Scotland, Pont: 
street, SWI, illustrated in The Builder of 
April 13, was back-painted with RIW No, 110 
Damp Resisting Composition. 
Anniversary Party 

To celebrate their 75th anniversary, J, ¢ 
Spooner and Son, Ltd., the well-known City 
firm of plumbing, sanitation and roof-wor, 
specialists, gave a cocktail party for thei 
business and professional associates at the 
Kingsley Hotel, Bloomsbury-way, WC1, on 
April 27. About 150 guests were welcomed 
by Mr. J. R. Garnham, the managing 
director. Mr. Garnham is also managing 
director of the new company which has 
been formed to develop the heating side 
of the business and to carry out works of 
ventilation, air conditioning and steam 
boiler plant installation. It is known as 
J. C. Spooner (Heating) Ltd., and will 





operate from 7, Wrestlers-court, EC3. 
Bricklaying Contests 

FEB (Great Britain), Ltd., 102, Kensington 
High-street, W8, have supplied the follow- 
ing particulars of the bricklaying and 
plastering productivity 
at the recent “ Brevues” organised by C. 
Brewer and Sons, Ltd. The two plasterers 
were each given an area of 7 sq. yds. on to 
which they were required to apply and rule 
off a }-in. thick rendering—one plasterer 
using a mix of one part of cement to six 
parts of sand plus “ Febmix” admix, and 
the other a mix of one part of cement to 
three parts of sand. The two bricklayers 
were given ten minutes in which to lay as 
many bricks as_ possible—one bricklayer 
using a mortar mix of one part of cement 
to six parts of sand plus “ Febmix ” admix, 
and the other using a mix of one part of 
cement to one part of lime to six parts of 
sand. The following are the erection and 
applications speeds obtained:— 

Bricklayer using mortar gauged one cement to 
six sand plus ‘‘ Febmix”’ admix; bricks laid in 
10 minutes: At Dorking Brevue, 81; at East- 
bourne, 98; at Croydon, 99. 

Bricklayer using mortar gauged one cement to 
one hydrated lime to six sand; bricks laid in 10 
minutes: At Dorking Brevue, 59 ; at Eastbourne, 
75; at Croydon, 73. 

Plasterer using mortar gauged one cement to 
six sand plus “ Febmix” admix: Dorking in 
7 minutes; Eastbourne in 5$ minutes; Croy- 
don in 54 minutes. 

Plasterer using mortar gauged one cement to 
three sand: sq. yards uncompleted in 10 
minutes at all three shows. 

EB, Ltd., have also issued a new com- 
bined leaflet and shade card giving particu- 
lars of a new product for colouring in-situ 
and precast concrete, concrete roads and 
floors, and cement renderings. — Called 
‘“Febtone,” the product waterproofs and 
hardens rapidly, and when used to colour 
pavings resistance to abrasion is increased, 
and in the case of a concrete, compressive 
and tensile strengths are also increased. 
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MAINTENANCE COSTING AND APPORTIONMENT 
OF COSTS UNDER THE MoW 


Methods Used in Servicing 16,500 Buildings 


HE following article, which has been 
T prepared in the department of the 
Director of Maintenance Services, Ministry 
of Works, describes the system employed 
by the Ministry with regard to maintenance, 
costing and the apportionment of costs. 

{. The building maintenance services 
provided by the Ministry of Works over 
an estate of about 16,500 buildings may be 
conveniently grouped as follows: 

“4” Services. Routine cleaning of 
drains, gutters, roofs, roadways, etc., 
internal and external cleaning; mainten- 
ance of grounds and other services of a 
similar nature; all plant operational 
services such as boiler stoking, lift driving, 
engine and other plant attendance; clean- 
ing of lamp shades and fittings. 

“B” Services. All day-to-day building 
and engineering maintenance and repairs, 
and redecoration costing up to £50 each 
job. 
“C” Services. Internal and external 
redecoration costing over £50 each job. 

“ D” Services. Structural repairs to the 
buildings costing over £50; repairs or re- 
newals to engineering plant and services 
costing over £50. 

2. Maintenance works are carried out 
either by: (1) Directly employed industrial 
staff, operating from maintenance depots; 
(2) labour in day work maintenance con- 
tracts placed with local firms; (3) jobbing 
orders (for smaller works up to £50 in 
value); (4) lump sum contracts (for works 
over £50 in value). 

3. The Ministry’s system of mainten- 
ance costing and apportionment dealt with 
in this paper is related to the work of the 
Department’s directly employed industrial 
staff, who are engaged principally upon 
work in the “*A” and “B” categories 
in London and the larger provincial towns. 


(Front Face ) 


The remainder of the building mainten- 
ance in the “A” and “B” groups is 
carried out by maintenance contractors 
and jobbers, while work in the “‘C” and 
‘** PD ” groups is more usually the subject of 
competitive tender and lump sum contract. 
The recording and apportionment of the 
cost of work carried out by contract pre- 
sents no problem. 


4. About 11,000 industrial operatives are 
employed at some 220 depots and carry out 
work in the “A” and “B” = groups 
totalling about £5,500,000 per year, includ- 
ing the cost of materials. It is within this 
field of activity that a system of time 
recording and cost apportionment for 
direct labour has been developed. 


Under this system the wages of all 
operatives employed in general depot 
duties form part of the overhead charges 
of the depot—e.g., chargehands employed 
on supervisory duties, storemen, mess- 
room attendants, cleaners, transport 
drivers, etc., whose wages are not capable 
of being charged to specific productive 
or operational jobs in buildings on charge. 
The hours so worked are called non-effec- 
tive hours, to which is added employers’ 
insurance, sick pay, holiday pay, transport 
costs, etc., to arrive at the industrial 
overhead charges of the depot. 


These labour overhead payments are 
aggregated monthly and annually for each 
individual depot and, in combination with 
the wages paid on productive work, yield 
the percentage labour overhead charges 
both month by month and annually, viz.: 
Total gross bill for industrial wages, expenses 

and transport 
wage bill on productive jobs 
equals Depot on-cost expressed as a multiplier 
(known as the Depot Rate) 


REPRODUCTION OF JOB DOCKET. 
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The monthly analysis is used only as an 
instrument of management whilst the 
annual percentage on-cost, which is an 
overall average for the year, is applied 
to every job of work to arrive at the total 
cost per job inclusive of industrial overhead 
charges. 

5. The system is operated through the 
media of : (a) A job docket issued for each 
job of work or for operational service; 
(b) a daily time sheet prepared by every 
industrial operative employed at the 
depot; (c) the derivation and application 
of an annual “‘ depot rate ” for each depot; 
(d) a mechanised ledger maintained by 
Accounts Branch which records payments 
apportioned under different headings in 
respect of each building on charge. 


Steps in the Procedure 


The principal steps in the procedure 
are as follows : 
(a) Jos DOCKET 

A job docket (W.245) is issued by the 
foreman for every productive job to be 
done in a building and also for such work 
as boiler stoking, lift driving, gardening, 
etc. Copies of job dockets are retained 
in the depot office and thus form a schedule 
of all jobs in progress, available at all 
times for scrutiny and information of the 
depot supervisory staff. They are kept up 
to date by the daily recording of all hours 
worked by the operatives on the respective 
jobs. 

When filed in building folders or other 
suitable media after completion of the 
work, the dockets form a complete record 
of maintenance work carried out in the 
individual buildings, and record, as will 
be shown, the numbers and trades of men 
employed, hours worked day by day, gross 
pay and the total labour cost of the work, 
including industrial overhead charges. 

A copy of the job docket is issued to the 
operative for each productive job of work 
to be done, but not for continuous routine 
work such as boiler stoking, gardening 
and plant operation. For the latter opera- 
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tions the dockets are retained in the office. 
A reproduction of the job docket is 
appended to this paper from which it will 
be seen that the front face provides for 
date of issue, address of building, an identi- 
fication number and incidence of charge 
(i.e., financial vote). Adequate space is 
provided for a description of work to be 
performed, with provision also for the 
operative to record the date on which the 
work is completed. When completed the 
operative returns his copy of the docket 
to the depot office so that the office copy 
may be noted accordingly and dealt with as 
a completed job to be costed, appro- 
priately apportioned and filed for record. 
The operative’s copy is destroyed after 
recording completion of the job. 

The office copy of the docket provides 
on the reverse side for the depot clerk 
to record the daily hours spent on the job 
by each operative so employed, the hours 
being entered in separate columns each 
headed by the appropriate hourly wage 
rate. At the conclusion of the job the 
depot clerk can readily total the hours 
worked by each operative, and by means 
of a ready reckoner, record at the foot 
of cach column the gross pay against 
the total hours worked. The grand 
total of gross pay is noted in the right- 
hand box provided for the purpose before 
being sent to the mechanised Accounts 
Branch for the addition of the percentage 
overhead charge appropriate to the Depot, 
and for recording on the mechanised 
ledger sheet. Accounts Branch enter the 
total labour cost of the job including over- 
heads in the box provided on the left-hand 
side of the front of the docket and return 
it to the depot supervisor’s office for his 
information and retention in the depot 
buildings records. 

This process of totalling the hours 
worked plus travelling time, translating 
into wages and adding the percentage 
overhead to arrive at total expenditure 
can be carried out quite simply at any stage 
of the progress of a job, and the total cost 
up to that date made available immediately 
to the foreman or officer in charge of the 
depot on demand without reference to 
the Accounts Branch. This facility pro- 
vides a ready instrument for effective 
supervision both of the progress and the 
cost of individual jobs irrespective of 
size or location. In any event, the whole 
weekly batch of dockets is, on return from 
Accounts Branch, available to the super- 
visor for scrutiny. 

The job docket also affords a very con- 
venient medium for the Accounts Branch 
to apportion and record maintenance 
expenditure under a reasonable number of 
selected headings. This is effected quite 
simply by marking each docket with an 
appropriate symbol to designate a specific 
category of work or operation. All 
dockets marked by identical symbols can 
be readily summated by Accounts Branch 
at suitable intervals of time to present the 
division of total expenditure to date into 
the selected categories. At the present 
time the maintenance expenditure is 
broken down and recorded by this means 
into 13 categories, seven being appro- 
priate to maintenance of the building 
structure, and six to the maintenance 
and operation of engineering services. 
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The detailed record is prepared annually 
on a building by building basis. 

This facility is capable of wide variation 
to meet individual needs, and is capable of 
providing management with a very close 
understanding of the detailed costs in- 
curred in the maintenance and daily 
operation of buildings. 

(5) DaiLy TIME SHEET 

Every chargehand and operative in the 
depot must complete each day a daily 
time sheet (W.78A) stating: (1) The name 
of building or buildings at which he has 
been working; (2) the serial number of the 
job docket (or dockets) covering the work; 
(3) the hours worked against each job 
docket and building; (4) reimbursable 
fares and other pay or allowances not 
covered by the time rate. 

Operatives engaged on general depot 
duties (i.e., non-effective hours referred to 
earlier) insert a note of the duties upon 
which they are engaged instead of the job 
and docket number, since their wages will 
be spread over the cost of all work as part 
of the overheads. It is part of the depot 
clerk’s duty to transfer the record of 
hours worked from the daily time sheets 
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on to the office copies of the job dockets 
as a daily operation. 

For pay purposes the hours worked and 
certified expenses claimed by Operatives 
are transferred by the depot clerk on toa 
weekly time sheet (W.78B) which is sent 
to Accounts Branch and dealt with py 
mechanised accountancy methods to arrive 
at gross pay, tax and other deductions, anq 
the net pay, etc., of the operative, 

The depot also furnishes Accounts 
Branch each month with a statement of the 
non-effective hours worked by _ thos 
operatives engaged on the general duties 
associated with the depot and its functions 
(Form W.1622); this information js te. 
corded and expanded monthly to shoy 
depot overhead charges and hours worked 
other than on productive jobs. 

(c) ANNUAL Depot RATE 

Reference has been made to the monthly 
and annual calculation of the depot on. 
cost which is expressed as a multiplier 
(known as the depot rate) for converting 
productive industrial wages and sick pay 
into costs inclusive of overheads. 

The incidence of holiday pay and sick 
pay in particular, produces a depot rate 
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which fluctuates considerably during the 
different seasons of the year, and even from 
month to month. Whilst it is clearly 
undesirable to apportion costs on such a 
basis it is of benefit managerially to. have 
an understanding month by month of the 
extent and trend of all these non-effective 
wage payments which collectively form 
the industrial overhead charges of the 
depot. ; 

For cost apportionment purposes, how- 
ever, the annual depot rate, being an 
overall average of a year’s working, is an 
appropriate and reasonably accurate over- 
head charge to apply to all productive 
wages throughout the year’s working, 
provided that the annual depot rate is 
reviewed each year, or intermediately, if 
radical changes should take place affecting 
the non-effective industrial hours. 

For overall control all costs to be appor- 
tioned to buildings are regarded as accumu- 
lated initially in a suspense account; costs 
areapportioned to buildings by the Accounts 
Branch and the total of these costs is 
recorded in another suspense account. 
These two suspense accounts should 
balance at the end of the financial year 
and any sizeable discrepancy which may 
become apparent would demonstrate a 
need for the local depot rate concerned 
to be examined. 


(d) OVERALL MAINTENANCE Costs 

The foregoing procedures relate to the 
costs of maintenance work carried out by 
the directly employed industrial staff 
operating from depots. As described in 
paragraph 2 all other maintenance work is 
carried out by contractors operating on 
orders placed and supervised by the same 
depots. 

A simplified procedure is in operation 
for the rendering and certification of 
maintenance contractors’ accounts, and 
the recording of those costs on a building 
by building basis together with the costs of 
directly purchased materials presents no 
problem. 

Materials (other than those supplied 
by the maintenance contractors for their 
jobs of work) are obtained either by local 
purchase orders or on demand from bulk 
stocks held at depot stores. 

It is the practice in all cases to charge the 
cost of specially purchased materials to 
individual jobs and similarly to charge the 
cost of materials drawn from depot 
stores in each case where the job of work 
costs more than £50. 

Apart from certain exceptions, however, 
the costs of materials drawn from depot 
stocks for work in the “A” and “B” 
categories (see paragraph 1) are not 
charged to individual buildings but spread 
over the whole field of maintenance expen- 
diture because the total cost of these 
materials is relatively too small to justify 
detailed apportionment. 

Collectively the costs incurred by directly 
employed operatives, maintenance con- 
tractors and the purchase of materials 
form the total maintenance costs of 
buildings on charge. All detailed infor- 
mation on a building by building basis is 
available daily to the depot and super- 
visory staff, and in addition the Accounts 
Branch render to each depot monthly, 
quarterly and annual statements of all 
expenditure incurred under subheadings 
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of financial votes and categories of main- 
tenance. 


The annual statement takes the form of 
entries on individual building cards on 
which the total expenditure on mainten- 
ance each year is broken down and re- 
corded under the following 13 separate 
categories of maintenance and plant 
operation. 


Building Maintenance 


1. Routine cleaning of drains, gutters, 
roofs, etc. Maintenance of grounds and 
similar services. 

. Jobs of maintenance below £50 in value. 

. Jobs of maintenance below £50 in value 
which are predominantly painting work. 

. Maintenance jobs costing £50 and 
above. 

5. Jobs of a new works character below 

£50 in value. 


> WN 


6. External painting of buildings. 
7. Internal painting of buildings. 
Engineering Maintenance 

1. Cleaning of lamps and shades and all 
plant operational services other than 
boiler stoking and lift driving. 

2. Boiler stoking. 

3. Lift driving. 

4. Jobs of maintenance below £50 in value. 

5. Maintenance jobs costing £50 and 
above. 

6. Jobs of a new works character below 


£50 in value. 

The building cards, of which samples are 
shown on page 510, are retained at the 
depots as a permanent record of the costs 
incurred year by year on maintenance 
repair and plant operation, each year’s 
entries being supported by the detailed 
job dockets and copy orders filed for 
reference in the building folders or other 
suitable media. 


NOTIFICATION OF VACANCIES 
ORDERS 
Revocation from May 7 


Mr. IAIN MACLEOD, Minister of Labour 
and National Service, announced, on May 
1, in reply to a Parliamentary question, 
that he had decided to revoke the Notifica- 
tion of Vacancies Orders, 1952, with effect 
from Monday, May 7. 

The Orders, which placed a restriction on 
the engagement of workers by employers, 
were devised to provide Employment 
Exchanges with a special opportunity of 
trying to persuade workers to accept one 
job that was of particular national impor- 
tance, rather than another that was of less 
importance. The Orders applied to men 
aged 18-65 and women aged 18-60, with 
certain exceptions. The revocation of the 
Orders means that the prefatory notice in 
advertisements in the Press and elsewhere is 
no longer required. 


Flooring Contractors’ AGM 

The annual general meeting of the Asso- 
ciation of Flooring Contractors was held on 
April 24. Mr. G. F. Vinten, of the National 
Flooring Co., Ltd., was re-elected as presi- 
dent of the association and Mr. A. E. T. 
Roberts, of J. Gerrard and Sons, Ltd., was 
re-elected as vice-chairman. 
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A Classification and Filing 
Scheme for Builders 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE'S 
PUBLICATIONS 


LL professional men accumulate a 
mass of information on materials, 
methods, plant, design and the like. One 
of the most teasing problems is a satis- 
factory filing arrangement. Sooner or 
later the rough-and-ready home-made 
classification breaks down and either a 
fresh start or a bonfire ensues. Quite a 
large number of so-called simple systems 
have been devised by periodicals and by 
the central-assemblers of trade literature ; 
generally their scope is limited to the 
originators’ own output and they are not 
readily adaptable to material from other 
sources. 


Libraries, which must of necessity 
have a successful system, usually adopt 
one or other of the well-tried classifica- 
tions. Public libraries in this country 
almost all use the Dewey Classification ; 
the related, but more analytical, Uni- 
versal Decimal Classification is in use in 
specialised libraries, such as the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers, the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, and the Ministry 
of Works. All British Standards, the data 
sheets of the Modular Society and 
numerous other documents carry the 
UDC number. 


Hitherto, the UDC has not been widely 
adopted for private use in the building 
field, because its application required 
training and careful study; and the 
selection of the appropriate numbers 
posed difficult problems. Most of these 
difficulties have disappeared with the 
recent publication of an Abridged Build- 
ing Classification (unfortunately called 
ABC) prepared by the International 
Building Classification Committee, in 
which the experts of 15 nations took part. 
The schedule of UDC numbers selected 
for use in building classification is 
contained in 32 thumb-indexed pages and 
is supported by an alphabetic subject 
index of 28 pages. The rules for its use 
occupy only two pages. The ABC will 
give a satisfactory breakdown for 10,000 
to 20,000 items, which is sufficient for 
normal use in even large offices ; but if 
the collection should go beyond this size 
or be highly specialised in certain aspects, 
further subdivision can be provided by 
the full schedules of the UDC published 
by the British Standards Institution. 

Copies of the English edition are avail- 
able in all regional libraries of the 
Ministry of Works for inspection ; the 
libraries also have collections of cards 
filed by UDC in regular use. 


The ABC may be ordered through the 
British Standards Institution, 2, Park- 
street, London, WI, at 23s. 6d.: or 
directly from the publishers at Bouw- 
centrum, Rotterdam. 

Translations into ten other languages 
are in preparation for publication in 
indentical format ; the set will provide a 
valuable inter-lingual dictionary. 

B. AGARD EVANS. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS - 





sir information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 


or at site in London Area as stated. 


Prices for smaller quantities 


ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 


the stocking and handling costs involved. 


Due to the exceptional 


circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand we 
Washed Sand 
Zin. Shingle ... 
#in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze ; 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site $s Bg : Si 
lto6tons do. site ' : 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. per ton. 

White Portland Cement ; if ; 

Under | ton ... 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (W aterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railwa ay y Depot, 
London : 

Moler Mortar Powder for Flue 
sites). oe — 


iis per 


Alumin- 
Bricks (London 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 

Mild Stocks eve 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sit 
District Commons ss 


es in W.C. 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics w 

Single Bullnose Commons 

Sandfaced 68 

Tuscans 

Saxons Se 

Golden Buffs : 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) ne 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) 


24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
stations) ss , 
3 in. do. ‘(London stations) 


27 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) . 

2s in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red ‘Facings 
(London sites) 

2% in. Machine- made Multi Red Facings (London 
sites) 

2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) . 

2¢ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London sites) 


per yd. 


per ton 


per ton 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 


per cwt. 


per 1,000 


: ao 

1 6 

a: 

1 6 

i: 2 

1 0 

10 

3 0 

5.4 

$13 

ja 4 

7 18 

i 2 
15 

6 14 

14 8 

6 12 

1 10 

ll 47 
10 16 
9 1 

8 16 

5 13 

5 13 

5 15 

6 18 

6 18 

6 13 

7 13 

8 8 

8 16 
9 3 
ae 
27 19 
24 14 
10 8 
9 17 
7 14 

27 16 
33 8 
36 0 
14 8 
14 13 
Ss 66 
16 1 


a 


COND INS: 


o wo 


ANOS 


So So an a oow 


£ 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red tease Berk- >. 

shire district (London sites) -- perl,000 17 11 3 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... : ‘i LT 633 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ae ie 41 10 9 
25 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) i 13 6 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi “Stock Facings 

(London sites) 1418 9 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), ‘White, Ivory, ‘Brown— 

Stretchers : , oe = 64 0 0 

Headers ey ‘ me 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats ; 80 0 6 

Double Stretchers =f : sa 85 0 06 

Double Headers a 77 10 0 

One side and two ends a 87 00 

Two sides and one end © 89 10 0, 

Splays and Squints “te “a 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLOW CLAy PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 

2 in. 140 yds. ... per yd. sup. 4 4 
OE Mi. 55 pe 140 yds. : es 4 7 
*3 in. (3 cavity) 120 yds. 5 4 

BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) 0 yds. , i 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 7 95 yds. -_ sy 6 9 

6 in. (83 in. Siin.)... 1,250 blocks . per 1,000 26 6 0 

* Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. aes Ae sea 100 yds. per yd. sup 3 9 
24 in. ; ae 85 yds. F 4 4 
3 in. 75 yds. e Ss 3 
4 in. 55 yds. 7 6 5 
CRANHAM 
2 in. ns 6 8 
24 in ss 1s 
3 in ‘ 8 7 
4 in : 10 7 
4h in. Load bearing quality ae il 8 
MOLER PARTITION BLocs KS 
2 in. 150 yds. = is 6 
24 in. 120 yds. a 15 9 
3 in 100 yds. wes 16 0 
4 in 90 yds. : - 19 0 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
7: ee os 100 yds. 5 9 
23 Mm. as sma ese 80 yds. me 6 I} 
3 in. 65 yds. om 8 1 
4 in. 50 yds. me 9 6 
43 in. 44 vds. +8 10 2 
6 in. : 33 yds. a 13 8 
“THERMALITE- YIONG PARTITION BLocks 
23 in. yds. 6 ll 
“THERMALITE- YTONG Lapse ARING INSULATING BLocks 
3 in. i ; 90 yds. a ; 8 3 
4 in. 75 yds. i 10 9 
5 in. 60 yds. aL 
6 in. 50 yds. ae 16 Ih 
84 in. 35 yds. a e 1 3 Ob 
FLOOR BLOCKS AND FILLER TILES 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads ns ss ‘ per 1,000 33 6 0 
4 in. do. i 35 14 0 
5 in. do. <s 42 10 0 
6 in. do. = 47 17 0 
7 in. do. e 58 8 0 
8 in. OO... sv oe ; Ve 68 9 0 
10° « 3” x %” Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 {000 multiples 56 15 0 
12° x3" x3" do. do. a 64 10 0 
10” x 4" xq” do. do. 71 00 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


” 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 


Over 100 piec 
Over 2 tons Under 2 ton 

Best Quality... +85% +1173° 
BSS Best do.... +10% +85% +10°% +1173 
Tested Quality +374%+85% +373°%+1173 
BSS Tested do. +47$%+85% 474% +1173 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued - DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
£ os. d, Delivered London area. £ s. d. 
3in, Land Drain ~_— (in - in. — .. per 1,000 11 0 6 14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
sin, do. sees i 6 2ft.Oin. x 6ft. Gin. ... ue vee ene ach 112 0 
6 in. do. ... are sae Cee “ee sae ” 57 . 0 2f. 3m. X GR. 6m. ... ae ae ane pe 113 0 
9 in. do. ... aes sts ans wae ans ” 2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... pr eee nea a 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oa 116 6 
DAMP COURSE 2 in. —_ but top none oe open. “Pattern 4 x G in deai “ace 
£ sq Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls sy ibn : rig his % A 211 6 
fis cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal : 
I7 1 3 delivered London area } per yd. sup. ss St Gin. <6ie Gin ae ia = 219 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. ,, a nae. Se a 2 3 6 
17 6 3 Lead _ —— hg 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. a Mr : - 
in. X 9 in. British Gamp course slates ... eos POF 5, 
iss i. = le. UO] 0 0 | SUNDRIES 
3 Yin, X 9 in. do. do. ove we *” 18 6 Delivered London area. 
ee Bin. x 4tin. — do. do. ee +a 2 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
418 0 Min. X 43 in. do. do. tee tee » 15 4 4 quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . .. per yd. 5 8 
Qin. X 44 in. do. do. ne aay me 10 5 3 14 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) . cay fs 714 
400 a) in. do. ie ae. to ! ton) . sad = a ” 
3 0 in. O. yds. to 1 ton) . <a a 
0 0 0 “—— 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) . x 11 5% 
5 0 0 Bath Stone— ; Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
710 6 Monks Park * tee te . per ft. cube 8 0 4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
7 0 0 st. Aldhelm Box Ground — es 9 0 per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
910 Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth i in. Hardboard do. . e ak z 2°36 
300. B.R. Western Region. i in. : ay oe $236 
: Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, 8 9 fs in. Asbestos Flat Building § Sheets we “.. per yd. sup. 3 8 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ses Mi 8 3 + in. . ; sad a A 4 10 
Portland Stone— Roofing Felt, I-ply ... 2 = ai aes is 5 he 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average do. 2-ply ae me ree ‘i S 2 0 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Best Scotch Otee in slabs... Sas aaa .. prgcwt. 5 0 0 
Southern Region : is _ 8 34 ‘ie Se, pearl me nee "aa _ 2 ; 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. fOr We ees “ee see ee ese : 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots)... con aaa .+» per ton ¢ : 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) “ see ” 309 
stooled cills ; ; : ; - per ft. cube 3 10 8 Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) eee .-» per cwt. ; 3 
‘Qin. x 6 in. oe - & «= ; a 210 6 do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ” ” ° 
44 jin. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated ; = 119 0 
48 j2in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping >” 212 0 METALS 
5 4 i4in. X 6 in. do. do. le vs 27 0 F e 
44in. X 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... Z 2-6 Eee STEEL Joists, ETc. 
5 6 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes... ... per ft. sup. 7 6 Basis Joists— ; ae ee 
6 9 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. x Sin., 8in. x 5 in., 8in. Xx Gin., 10 in. - 6 in. 
, 6 0 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 5 9 12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 41 10 0 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced London area aaa “a aaa Fer .. per ton 
brickwork m - 110 6 eau. 121 ‘aeiee 
19 Hard York— eg x — in. X 1Pin. aa aaa ‘ee ee oie 6 
44 12in. ¥ 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 a x x 3in eee os alte st oe ose ” 110 0 
5 4 14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top Poa : ea sin i Sag “ee oe te ” 115 0 
6 46 and front ... perft.cube2 8 0 43a “t he in. X 3 In. os oe ts ” 35 0 
™ 12in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front a 22 0 51 rd “hee Vi x Bhi OS ae ” is 0 
6 8 2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 8 6 pie . a 24 im x 7 in aX 5M ” ~~ 
14 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup.2 19 3 Gia. X 4hin. eget, Sag bin x dia rete 
8 7 9in. X 4in. 10in. X Sin. exe 74 = ™ 
10 7 TILES AND PANTILES 12in. x Sin. 22 in. x 7in. re ae axes in 100 
8 Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 9in. x 7 in. 10 in. x 8in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from I4in. x Shin. 14in. x Gin. 14 in. x 8in. 
1s % 1Sin. x Sin. 1Sin. X 6in. 16in. X 6in. a 10 0 
) Lincolnshire district 3 see ose wae 29 8 0 - : : , 
15 9 Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae si ae 50 9 0 16in. x 8in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x 7 in. 
16 0 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ‘ant 58 13 6 18 in. x 8in. 20in. x 6$ in. 20in. x Thin. 
19 0 Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... ... 14 1 6 Steel angles average price... eee ee ” 43 5 0 
VARIOUS Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ... oe 13 18 9 Steel tees average price oe te ” 445 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. aa ne 110 0 Fabricated work delivered London— 
5 9 Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... 00... we 1 8 0 R.S. Joists cut and fitted wee tee nee = 58 10 0 
6 1! Concrete tiles 104 x 64 Aa ite is aa $ £64 Compound girders... ae saa Sea wk we 6410 0 
8 | do. Interlocking (49S) aa - Sia 19 0 0 Stanchions oe . oe te tee oes ” 70 0 0 
9 6 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound stanchions | 5 ea ia _ 450 
10 2 . In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins a ics = 87 10 0 
13 8 Average prices not for awkward work. 
: SLATES Angle cleats and § in., 3 in. and { in. bolts average 
Gu First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage en Le eee ne is ae — wom +66 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
g 42 1,000 actual. Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
10 9 Mx 12  ... di et ee ae a - 137 2 4 to a ex London Stock § in. diam., and as 
3 5 22x 12 lll 8 0 upwards... ‘ 1 0 
= ? x II 100 14 1 4 in. diam. ... ads aes dai aaa ‘. per ton extra 8 12 0 
3 OL 0x12 .. ne ae a ae oo a 94 9 10 ts in. dO. ... a ass ove eee des ~ 612 0 
. DC AO) Lise Pike. ass ear csp econ 90 8 6 Bim, dO. 21. ee nee nee nee ae z 412 0 
ig x 10 . 6217 0 $m, dO: .«.. oa si ee aaa ‘aa is 22 6 
1x 9 55 
6 0 16 x 10 49 “a : MiLp STEEL TuBes : 
: ox s : Fe 3815 3 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
7 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. —- be 387 W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
8 0 Class B + 194 é Light + 33/* Malleable List—283% + 40% 
me 4 TIMBER aa” — 363 ° 7 Heavy + 42 
10 0 Softwood— Gas A— 14% 
0 0 Joinery quality see wee Ex. Wharf per standard £115 to £140 ClassB— 23% Light + 214% Malleable List—283% 
| Carcassing quality.” do. an £100 to £105 ClassC + 114% Heavy + 283% . 
ee and Grooved Flooring do. - £110 0 O i" C.L. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
d— i id. i -ft. le 5 
t prices mao Ss. 7 ae do. per ft. cube 110 O Ae ee ee top 
Honduras do. eee do. pi s 2 6 S 
vot fo komma = & + 235 low . . . . ~ Se Soe 
Pleces do. Japanese do. ve do. 5 210 0 3} in. Sieh *s6a™ een Oe 3/6 /il 
spy do. English Logs sawn ... do. ‘a 117 6 4 in. a: “mb, Gs ade» ° ae 3/11 1/5 
0 0 Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. %” 3.47 6 44 in. Ri gdesh | vec, ea Sea 4/5 1/8 
| . o Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. a Ss 0 5 in. = be a ai « 62 4/9 1/1 
130 
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METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. pAIN 
C.1.0.G. Gutters tines Delivered in London area. Deliver 
a Ends M.O.H. Ceiling 
[io b-w = oe a | ee All per doz. bin. Qin, Lin. 1din. thin. 2in, Wash 
34 in. os es ee — ey >)" 43 1/5 | Screwdown bib cocks Crutch : Gloss | 
4 in. aa abe oe ae om 5/9} 4/5 1/8 head for iron , .-- 87/- 128/8 Snowes 
4} in. ee ok one ee a 5/1 1/11 Toilet bib cocks for iron’ .» 109/- 158/5 
5 in. 28 iw ae ae "S610 5/9 2/2 Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917% Groun 
a ene " | do. with two unions for lead — 89/~_ 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 13896 Genuit 
Per yd. in 6-ft th f. RAIN-WATER Pires ~s ia | Double nut boiler screws » 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93% Genuit 
a lengths sy Bends — | Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — Genuik 
f a 5 =n na ae vs 3/11 | Plumbers’ union brass lead to Size X! 
a3 in. 7/9 4/5 7/7 | OR sss ces cesses 9G 28/G) 98161 S2/10. 70/6. te Raw L 
3 in. 8/8} 5/6 8/3 | "44 : hi 2i 3 Li, a led 
34 in. Oi é'6 9/11 “ ' a din. 14 in. in. : in. 33 in. 4 in, Boile 
4 in 4. ain : | Caps and screws ... a .. 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155)3 
; teens vee TN/53 7/1 11/9 Brass sleeves www ks : 31/11 sufi 56/2, 74/10 91/5 Turper 
L.C.C. CoaTtep Soi Pipes “LE x 6 Ib. 14 x 6 lb. 2 x 7b. 3 x 7Ib. do 
2 in. in ay ee 8/9} 6/10 8/3 Lead P. trap with brass on Solignt 
24 in 9/3 7/6 10/3 screws : we OS 88/6 1441/7 = 2410/1] Creos0 
3 in. ise “a Soe wa ooo OTS 8/3 12/2 Lead S. trap do. =e ven OO 106/3 174 312/8 Paste I 
33 in. ee gue os a, wee NUTS 10/3 14/3 | Solder s. d, White 
4 in. a Sty me as ole 11/6 16/9 Plumbers’... fea sna ee eA «os per ib. 4 1 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots | Tinmen . * oe = as ae a 41) VARK 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 10% = | Blow pipe 50 ; 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2} per cent. ' . : Delive! 
Sa aac Wikia dei CopPpeR TUBES AND SHEETS Oak V 
eee joy gg Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 394d. per ib. plus gauge Lf 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. —s Branches | and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt, pe 
4 in. owe we ke ea oe 24/3 37/6 | Extra Eggshe 
6 in. <a ae 2 O 1 45/- 56/6 90/9 d. d. d. Finest 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS | Zin. x 19 gauge 134 =Total per Ib. 52% approx. per ft. 144 Front | 
All less 174 per cent. discount. } ain x 19 ,, If ” » S14 » 20 Japan 
2 in. 2hin. 3in. 4in. | 1 ine x 18 ,, 105 » » 495, » 30% Black . 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ... .peryd. 3/114 4/3 5/14 6/9 | Idtin. x 18 ,, 93 » » 49 » » 37h Brunsy 
Shoes wo = wee CCH: «2/7210 3/4 46 | Ikin. x 18, 98 » - = & » 444 Berlin 
Single Branches : RS 4/- 4/9 5/8 Wil | 2 in. x17 1g a0e > 45 ell Terebe 
Bends square or obtuse % 2/10 3/1 4/- 5/8 Rolled C opper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price Knotti 
Swan Necks 4$ in. pro}. : 3/1 aye 4/6 6/3 | plus gauge and manufacturing extras... o« perton 456 5 0 French 
do. 6in. do. ... Ss 3/4 4/- 5/1 6/9 | ZINC 
Aspestos O.G abe 
oe a sy ‘eile ‘4k ca . Sinn. Gir | Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 10 9 GLAS 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 3/84 2 4/11 5/14 do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) ” ” 8 83 E nsive 
Dropends ...... ~—..., each ~—-3/- 36 4/1 410 | do. = 14 gauge (21 SWG) r ” 870 F igoz 
Stop ends -/i1 1/- 1/1 1/3 | ae 2402. 
Angles ~~ a: a oe 3/7 1 Baas Tuses % oz 
Nozzles i ai rs > Si 3/6 4/] 4/10 | Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 49 02 
Union Clips i oi, ge 1/6 19 2/2 2/6 | ing extras... e ce £ rep ... per Ib. 2% Lin | 
ASBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS i in. | 
3 in. 4 in. 4h in. 5 in. 6in. | 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 2/73 3/14 3/24 3/94 5/34 
Dropends ... wo~ (CAH 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Stop ends cae -/10 i ae 1/1 1/3 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES — 
Angles 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
Nozzles sy sea, Se 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 or Home Counties. 
Union Clips ... ser 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 | £ sd. 
Per ton basis Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards perton 149 15 6 
in London Lead Water Pipe in coils cae.) ae 151 0 0 
> ss d. Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. ys over Qin. to4in. dia. ... a a : 0 
TIron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant a es ae 3 12 € over 4 in. dia tee eee see ” 34 10 0 
Mild Steel Bars iat Coeectcou eat ped os a pe - 0 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe gee os 152 10 0 
Mild Steel Hoops me a ee i es “a 3-G. Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Su Merchant’ 5 cwt. and under | ton Sc ses ea «per cw. Ze 
-x Merchant's 3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. Bs i ee Ral es 4 0 
gosh ond var 1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. el ae oe 6 0 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £ . d. Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced s specially 
20 gauge we ee wa _ ae — “ 52 8 6 Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
24 gauge es i" iets ot 5 ee a 54 18 6 weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
26 gauge bp oa, ee ne 37 48 °6 extra according to current trade schedule. 
Galvanised Corrugated sheet 5 6 ft. to +9 ft.— | Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 Os. Od. per 
20 gauge x owe , oo a ses a 61 0 0 | ton weighed at buyer’s works. Tow 
24 gauge sie oe , ee sss ih = oF10 0 | Abera 
26 gauge - _ ~ ake oo | Aberd 
Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and ot ws — Aa 
20 gauge - et oe sa 62 0 0 PLASTER, etc. Accrit 
24 gauge ioe “Ss ‘ nee sa 6 65 10 O ; ; : Addle 
26 gauge ‘ie ai ; er te oi se 10°15 © Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 7 11 9 Afan * 
do. White do. do. Say x 719 6 Aldeb 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS —— = = - » IS ao 
(Base prices) s. d. Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 6 14 6 = 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ... per Ib. 2 9} Hydrated Lime do. 53} 6 Ambl 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... ,, 2 oF Lump Lime do. - 5 2 Amble 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide). 2 8} White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1- -ton loads 10 17 0 Amer: 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ae es 10 Il 9% Amm: 
wide) 2 63 Granite Chips in 6-ton loads__.. or a, oa ¥ a Ando 
Coiled strip for flashing 99.7°% purity 22 SWG (12 in. * |) Hair oe percwt. 417 6 ff} ie 
wide) pa 21 | Gypsum Plaster Lath or “Base ‘Board 3 in. thick 600 ers 
—_. sheet. ye 1470 NS f Utility ‘Circular ‘yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 23 Ascot 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SW . persheet 111 0 | 1,200 yds. He - 2 3% Ashbc 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS : Utility Industrial Do. Insulating do. 3 in. thick 600 ; yds. and over Ashbc 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. kx 20SWG. ; 116-9" | in one delivery. Delivered site : a 2 II} = 
Corrugated sheet, Bs 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 1,200 yds. 2103 fab 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG. a 5 110 2 Guam Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to Ashfo 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding --- per lb. Dae || 12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one delivery. Ashin 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round “i ae | Delivered site ms oe ct he a 2 64 Ashte 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle 2 103 | 1,200 yds. - oe a 2 5} Ashte 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP | in. diam. round ,, 2 Ot Do. Insulating do. in. thick 600 yds. and over a 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG we 4 23 in one delivery. Delivered site 3 2b Ate 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG 5 Sk 1,200 yds ” li Axmi 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. super 
jivered London area £ sé, s. d. 

ae Distemper... oe at a .. percwt. 1 7 6 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, deen pettus: 
hi Washable Distemper ; aa ans mea se xs @ White ia 10 
2in. 2in, Gloss Paint os .. pergal. 210 0 do. Standard Tints i “fi ots FS 1 53 
snoweem cement paint (in 1 ‘cw. drums) PP .. per cwt. 311 0 do. Special Tints ... si .. 2 1h 

LEAD PRODUCTS AND Ons 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
52 d White Lead, | cwt. kegs... percwt. 918 O Luminating : 

22/6 9176 Groun Es 1 2 
23/6 1389/6 Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19gal. lots in 1 | gal. tins per gal. 22 0 4 in. Wired Cast . Log 
"67 ~ 93% Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 7 7 6 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast l Fi 
234/10 — Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg xe a. 218 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 

size XD quality, 28 Ib. ee --. per tin 9 0 P.B.2. 53 x 53 x 32 in 2 rr 
70/6 165)- Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra vr ose per gal. ke 3 P.B.3 73 x 72 x 33 in 4 5 
3h in. 4in Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ve re aa 17 9 P.B.32 3 x 7% X 3¢ in. 4 5 
18/10 155)3 SUNDRIES. R = d = 
74/10 91/5 Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... Pre “ 5 64 4 B2 "ee Blocks satirical with- 
b. 3 x 7Ib. do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. re = 4 8} Ls, = : ae 3 § 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. — Exterior ... ane - 7 4 P.B.32 a 7 
241/11 osote (40 gal. barrels)... ; ate we a 2 6 P D> ‘ ms i fo 
rh om eect Ie. packets) se * we 5 4 in. Polished I late Gi: Ass, GG: Quality Per ft. super 
s. d. White Lining Paper ... as dog se «es per piece 1 1 In plates not exceeding > aa 3 ; 
” ” ” + Sup. 4 
: - i i »  _45 ft. sup. 5 1 
5 0 VARNISHES, etc. os rs 100 ft. sup. 4-56 
Delivered London area 4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ay, ae ... per gal. 118 0 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
plus gauge Oak Pale Copal /- do. ), as fs oe a 118 0 = ge exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one — or 135 in. 
a Sh ard Drying Oak for Inside . a Sed me ie = % @ oth ways... ve oe 8 4 
s, 3 cwt. aor Paper Varnish do. ... ei oe a : > 40 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto. ie a ae ll 3 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... re i. a i 260 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto ; 16 0 
d. Finest Carriage Varnish on oe oe a pe s £.¢ Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
er ft. i Front oo. arnish ... soe ae re a4 a *t 6 Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
» J Japan Gold Size eee wee eee eee eve “a i 14 0 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
, 303 cs pe wae cas as ee 
"30h ee Bock = ss ~ : , a 7 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
” it —— ... seh ae sae = sat a i176 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
103 Terebene ie i iz “ 113 0 we ae Minimum Per ft. sup. 
f Knotting (1 gal. ‘bottles free)... SE ie fe fa 270 Description of Glass —— s. d. 
456 5 French and Brush Polish (do. ) ae oe S a 200 18 oz. sheet O.Q. ote ore eee see --- 3,000 5 
10 9 | ones aoe SS eS ae 11 
8 8 3 per ft. super bin. Rolled Plate ae m7 eee ... 1,000 8 
870 Delivered London area ean ees s. d. ¢ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 0z. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 63 Patterns, White Me 1,000 8 
2402. 55 oa ” % 9 99 83 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, ‘Reeded, Luminating 
26 Ct x a ” ” ” 2 11 , and Spotlyte... ... 1,000 11 
27 32 at i Pr ” ” ” 9 } & fc in. and 4 in. Rolled ‘Plate or Rough Cast. ... 2,000 1] 
4 + in. olle ate Ss ty ree ae eee 10 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. a4 ... 2,000 1 Of 
n. and $ in. Rough Cast . ae Ea ean aus I I } in. Georgian Wired Cast ~s- 2000 S =] 
in London 
: $4 
149 15 6 
15! 0 0 
152 10 0 
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a CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 
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4 0 
6 0 
AS FROM APRIL 16, 1956. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
IO 3 csndcccacsasaed acuta A 7 Bridgnorth MB ...........+ Al 
Aberdare |... ue Grade Classification. i Al - Bridgnorth RD ..... “a2 
Abergavenny... ii Craftsmen ... «i ae 4/34 4/3 /24 Bridgwater ..... at 
Abingdon ....... a: Labourers ... ae ean 3/9 3/84 3/8 Brierfield may 
iesiagion ESE A eg MB .... ‘ wee 
= tone ... i” * righton ove. coeahht 
7 ll 9 Afan Valley |. ey Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade, tol District wey 
719 6 Aldeburgh ......... sect DED Svcackciadecactatvnee A2 NRE So csisancckacscaitasane ROD aivosiccsadnscnscedes A Broadstairs ........ ..A2 
14 0 Aldershot District . asuole GEREN sc cesnasscacnsessoanes A2 —— UD. én Blackwell RD... pee Bromsgrove UD : — 
8 20 ‘0 ey" MEE Sivcccadencusnassonabeda A Blandford .......... .A2 Broughton, Flint way 
6 14 6 Alawick UD .. noah estes & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD ... ram Buckfastleigh ..... -.A2 
5 17 6 Altrincham ..... ey NE ecsicexcccecadennan A2 | 9 2 ere A = iat nay * Buckingham ..... ..A2 
570 Amble ......... ey Bakewell UD _ .........sc000 A2 | = Biyth B. ...... coal WIE oxoca.<accsaddanieasiacaa A 
Ambleside .... +o A2Z Banbury .... Al Berkhamsted ey * Bodmin .......... -A2 WIT cciinicusaccdnccuntacticd A2 
10 17 0 Amersham .... Al Bangor ... -A2 Berrington .......... Al Bognor Regis . ..A2 Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 
JO Il 9 Ammanford A Barnard Castle UD A Berwick Borough we Boldon UD ........ ay Burnham-on-Sea ....... AZ 
294 OO — aa 2 Barnoldswick UD . A Beverley MB .... Bolsover UD ............. aA Burnley ...... ee! 
417 6 Anglesey, Isle of -A2 Barnsley CB .... anon Bewdley MB... A Bolton ...... <n Burton-on-Trent C.B. A 
Ardingly .......... vss Barnstaple _.......... ..A2 Bexhill-on-Sea A2 Boston MB ‘ea | eee A 
> 3h Arundel ..... ee Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Bideford _........ A2 Bourne End ..... side A Bury St. Edmunds Al 
. 53 | ae ey Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ............s0s0+ A2 Bournemouth Dist eee! | CES A 
2 43 Ashbourne RD ... coos (exc. Thrussington A2).. - TRI cs cdccecusnses. as Pe j T_T A2 ME acexticsicenacunacaddiauan Al 
Ashbourne UD ............0++ A2 BE sin caimseiicnicmiedamiads |” ERE SS: A Bracknell ....... et 
2 Ih Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Wilicugh. Billingham UD A MRI CBD qccccccccscscceces A 
2 103 Ashby Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe_......... anced Bradford-on-Avon ......... A2 CINE os skids cis A2 
' Ashford (Kent) TARIONIE as scccecacsiesnas Al ME SED x cssdecsnctoonennaxs A WN ner <cnseneraedndascen Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 
Ashford (Middlesex) . Swe ja Pray Birchington ..... suede Brandon & Byshottles UD A Ce IN i in cisdcnteteans A 
: Ashington UD ....... an Batley MB iia MIE, ciscnscccscsersectnss _ Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District .. --A2 
2 6} (eee ies Le) ere Al Birmingham CB oe te Breconshire, County of ... 3A2 CI at cccdncisceuemered A 
2S Ashton-under-Lyne Beaconsfield District ......... A Bishop Auckland UD......... A Brent Knoll ay Cannock UD . A 
Aspatria and Brayton .. | sell sdcdadecaiescetdiaeus err Bishop’s Stortford ..... eS Brentwood _..... a Canterbury .... AZ 
3 2b Atherstone RD Beccles ...... --A2 Bishops Castle MB..........A2 Bridgend ........... A 1 Se A 
13 Attleborough we Bedale RD .. pasta | es ney Bridlington MB .. A Cardiganshire,County of tA2 
‘ Cn ee ETE: I Sa dxuncaueucnaveneceases A NEE naitndanctdsccunsenesa A Bridlington RD Al CI itietdceanidgacdacaisaa A 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. 


SURED SID cst sacescneescansig 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of t 
ae ae 
Castleford UD .. 
Caterham ...........0. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . 
oS ae 

Charmy Dow 
<aethem District 


> s 






















Chatter 2 
Cheadle *(Stafis) RD. A 
NS Re A 
RERCDRA ...0006ceccescees0ss- A 
Chepstow ..... Al 
Chertsey A 
OE A 
Chester-le-Street UD . pe 
Chesterfield MB ....... a * 
Chesterfield RD .. ae 
Chichester .......... .A2 
Chipping Norton.. .A2 
Chipping Sodbury _ puesnioen A2 
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For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 5d.; Labourers, 3s. 103d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 44d; 


Labourers, 3s. 10d. +Plus 2d. per working day. 


+This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are state 


Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary oaies for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. Sd. per hour. 
craft processes, 3s. Id. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 526 
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pUROPEAN TECHNICAL 





INFORMATION 
SERVICES 

Work for Exchange 
Knowledge 


EPA'S of 


By Randal Phillips 


[' is now generally recognised that 
technical developments in industry 
can only be fully attained by knowledge 
of what is being done abroad as well as at 
home. This applies to research and for- 
ward thinking no less than to problems of 
everyday practice. Hence the value of 
methods of dissemination which make 
this information readily available to those 
concerned. It was recognition of this fact 
that prompted the setting-up, in May, 
1953, of the European Productivity 
Agency as a branch of the Organisation 
for European Economic Co-operation 
(OEEC), which had been founded in 1948. 
The structure of EPA comprises an in- 
formation unit, operational divisions and 
administration services, the information 
unit itself being divided into three sec- 
tions, dealing respectively with technical 
information, general information and 
visual aids (i.e.. films and practical demon- 
strations). 

A first conference of the technical in- 
formation officers of EPA was held in 
London in the autumn of 1954, primary 
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consideration having then been given to 
the co-ordination of working methods of 
the various information services. In May 
last year a second conference was held in 
Frankfurt. This dealt chiefly with the 
functioning of the technical information 
services of the German Productivity 
Centre in Frankfurt. It was attended by 
delegates from twelve countries, the 
United Kingdom being represented by Dr. 
A. King, Mr. Thorogood and Dr. D. J. 
Urquhart—all of DSIR. A booklet sum- 
marising the views and conclusions ex- 
pressed at the conference has recently 
been received.* 

The German Productivity Centre is 
part of an organisation known = as 
RKW (Rationalisierungskuratorium der 
deutschen Wirtschaft). This body acts as 
a clearing house for the various technical 
organisations—such as the Association of 
German Engineers with 80,000 members, 
the Committee for Efficiency Production, 
the Committee for Fuel Efficiency, the 
German Standardisation Committee, the 
Association of Architects and Engineers, 
and the Society of German Chemists. -The 
RKW was founded in 1921, with Govern- 
ment support. It existed until 1945, and 
was re-established in 1950. 

The technical information is gathered 
together chiefly in the form of card-index 
files. These are not allowed to become a 
cemetery of data, but are put at the ser- 
vice of the entire German industry. There 
is also a question-and-answer service 
which is extensively used, and a docu- 
mentation system which covers all the 
countries embraced by the organisation. 

In a talk given on the opening day of 
the conference, Mr. Le Harivel (head of 
the EPA information unit) stressed the 





*“* Technical Information Services in Europe: 
Frankfurt Conference.” Issued by EPA, Paris. 
Obtainable in this country from HM Stationery 
Office, Kingsway, WC2, price 3s. 6d. 
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widespread range of their activities. He 
said: “Although we meet in different 
countries for these conferences, it is 
always important to remember the Euro- 
pean aspect of our work. In each coun- 
try there is an immense reservoir of poten- 
tial material, but it hardly ever succeeds 
in crossing frontiers. This is where the 
agency can help.” 

At the conclusion of its deliberations 
the Frankfurt conference recommended 
that technical information centres, while 
endeavouring to meet the general needs 
of the productivity programme, should 
not work in isolation, but in co-operation 
with other centres and groups interested 
in productivity, embracing problems of 
management, human relations and similar 
topics, as well as technological problems. 
And further to spread the knowledge 
available through the technical informa- 


tion services the various centres should 
make use of factory magazines, trade 
union bulletins and trade association 


brochures and literature. 

From the report under review it is evi- 
dent that the numerous branches of Ger- 
man industry are very much alive to the 
advantages to be derived from an infor- 
mation service which embraces not only 
their own country but also all other 
European countries—and especially the 
United States. In this country also the 
value of disseminating to industry the 
specialised information which was for- 
merly locked up in scientific laboratories 
is being more and more appreciated, as 
witness, in relation to building and archi- 
tecture, the digests and reports of the 
Building Research Station and the pub- 
lications now issued by the Ministry of 
Works. 


FEDERATION OF PAINTING 
CONTRACTORS 
Annual Report 

THE Federation of Painting Contractors 
held their annual general meeting at the 
Dorchester Hotel, London, on May 7. In 
the annual report it was stated that the 
year represented a period of considerable 
expansion in the general operations of 
industrial painting contractors, and that the 
12 months easily constituted a peak in the 
activities of that section of the trade since 
the conclusion of the war. 

The report continued that although as 
the year advanced a falling-off in the domes- 
tic side of operations became evident, the 
trade as a whole can be considered as 
having been fully occupied. The slackening 
off in the smaller domestic field largely arose 
through the activities of the number of 
followers of “do it yourself” operators. 

The impact of costs, particularly that of 
labour, has during the year increasingly 
functioned as a governor over many painting 
jobs. In weighing the increase in wages 
awarded at the beginning of 1956 it was 
estimated that a further annual impost of 
£35m. has been added on all current 
and future building operations. 

The Council of the Federation, in associa- 
tion with other trade federations, considers 
it is of fundamental importance that the 
basic living costs of the 24 million workers 
of the country should be stabilised. 

The annual genera! meeting was preceded 
by lunch. 
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FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS 


Dinner to German Delegation 


PPHE Federation of Master Builders, 

London Region, were hosts to a dele- 
gation from the North-West Rhine Builders’ 
Association at a dinner given at the Con- 
naught Rooms, London, on May 7. The 
visit of the German builders follows one 
made by members of the Federation to 
Germany in 1955. 

Mr. W. A. MackripGe, FIOB, immediate 
past-president, was in the chair, and after 
proposing the loyal toast he said how 
impressed he was last year, when he went 
to Germany with the Federation’s party, 
with the speed with which the work was 
done. He then introduced Mr. Wilfred 
[. V. Reed, the president 

Mr. Reep thanked Mr. MACKRIDGE for 
his words and then went on to give an idea 
of what the Federation is and stands for 
to the visitors. He said that apart from the 
technical exchange of information the 
Federation felt that the personal relation- 
ships which are encouraged by such visits 
helped to further the cause of world peace. 
Twenty-six members of the Federation 
visited the U.S.A. a month ago, again with 
benefit to both sides. He concluded with 
the wish that the members of the delegation 
would go home with lots of new ideas, and 
would have enjoyed to the full the hos- 
pitality which London has to offer. 

HERR BAUMEISTER Roos, the leader of 
the delegation. replied for the visitors. He 
presented three silver plates enscribed “ The 
Federation of Master Builders of Diissel- 
dorf * to Mr. Mackridge. Mr. Reed and to 
Mr. W. B. Weaver. the organiser of the Lon- 
don Region. 

During their five-day stay the German 
delegation visited the new town of Hemel 
Hempstead, Eton and Windsor, with a stop 
at a housing site at Feltham, and yesterday 
(May 10) the visitors inspected the new 
Mullard House in Tottenham Court-road. 


DOMESTIC FIRES COMPETITION 
Judges’ Awards 


SiR ALFRED EGERTON, the Hon. Lionel 
Brett and Miss Phyllis Garbutt, judges in 
the competition organised by the Institute 
of Fuel for the design of settings for free- 
standing domestic fires. have made their 
awards as follows:— 

Section A (55 entries): C. R. Cheetham, 
54, Montalt-road, Woodford Green Essex; 
B. Dewhurst, 39, Bedford-place, WC1; and 
A. E. Aikman, Old Stables Lodge, Skelling- 
thorpe, Lincoln. 

Section B (68 entries): Mrs. J. Penoyre, 
22, Clarendon-road, W11; and R. D. White- 
side, 39, Clarendon-road. W11. 

Section C (26 entries): R. A. E. Gibson, 
83, Byne-road, SE26; and J. R. McKee, 
FRIBA, 11, Ramsay-garden, Castlehill. 
Edinburgh, 1. 


Tronfoundry Report 


The Council of Ironfoundry Associations 
has published its annual report for 1955, 
which was presented at the annual meeting 
of the council on April 9. It can be 
obtained from the secretary of the Council 
at 14, Pall Mall, SW1. 
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OVERSEAS 


(From Our Own Correspondents) 


AUSTRALIA.—A new plant for the 
manufacture of major types of carbon 
blacks, required by the Australian rubber 
industry, is to be built at Geelong, Vic- 
toria by the Shell Company. The new 
plant, it is stated, is to cost more than 
£A2,000,000. 

The Western Australian Cabinet has 
approved a design for the biggest pre- 
stressed concrete bridge in the world. This 
is to be built across the Swan River at the 
Narrows near Perth, at a cost of about 
£Altm. The design. was prepared by a 
London firm, George Mansell and Partners, 
who will now be instructed to prepare 
detailed drawings and contract documents. 
This will take six months. Tenders for 
building the bridge will be called for 
throughout the world. 

GERMANY .—tThe major oil companies 
have plans for extensions to their plants in 
order to raise output to 25m. tons. Esso 
is to construct a new refinery near Cologne 
with a throughput of 3,000,000 tons and 
designed to produce a large volume of fuel 
oil; Shell is reported to be planning large- 
scale extensions to its plant at Hamburg, 
whilst the Geiensenberg Company is to 
raise its refinery capacity to 3m. tons. 
Other companies, including BP, Deutsche 
Erdol, Mobile and Perfina are either 
engaged on new extensions or are under- 
stood to have development plans in view. 

HUNGARY .—A total of £30m. is to be 
invested in Hungary’s building industry dur- 
ing the next five years. Two-thirds of the 
investment will be spent on new machinery. 
More prefabricated building structures will 
be used. Overall production under the plan 
is to be increased by nearly two-thirds. 

MALAYA.—The Singapore Water De- 
partment plans to spend $6m. a year for the 
next five years on a scheme to improve the 
colony’s water supply. It is understood 
that the plan for a 4,000m. gallon dam at 
Pierce Catchment area in Singapore is now 
ready and preliminary work is_ being 
started. 

The Cameron Highlands Hydro-Electric 
project which will cost $180m. is to be com- 
pleted in about 14 years’ time. The project 
is planned to be carried out in two stages:— 
the first should be finished by about 1962 
at a cost of $100m. and will generate 
70,000kW.; the second stage which will not 
be ready before 1970 will cost about $80m. 
and will supply up to 80,000kW. The 
site for the generating plant has not 
yet been fixed. A survey on the project 
has been completed and a report is ex- 
pected later in the year. Meanwhile a 
small 800kW station is to be built at 
Robinson Falls. Work on this station is 
to begin this year and will be completed in 
about two years’ time. 

The Singapore Legislative Assembly has 
approved a $1m. interest-free Government 
loan to the Singapore Improvement Trust 
to build low-cost houses for sale. It is 
understood that this loan will enable about 
200 houses a year to be built for sale at 
between $4,000 and $5,000. .. . A 12-storey 
building with its total exterior made of 
coloured toughened glass is being planned 
by the Asia Life Assurance Society Ltd., of 
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Singapore. It is hoped that building can 
begin next year. The company is planning 
further buildings for Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur, 
and Penang at a total estimated cost of 
$7m. 

The Singapore Telephone Board expects 
that by 1960 the Colony will need 44,000 
lines, twice the present number in use, and 
the Board is preparing a $20m., five-year 
plan to meet this need. One of the main 
aims of the plan is decentralisation and five 
new exchanges to cost $14 are to be built 
to ease pressure on the Central Exchange. 


NEW ZEALAND.—A Bill dealing with 
the Christchurch to Lyttleton tunnel road 
scheme is to be introduced in the NZ 
Parliament during the coming session. The 
project calls for a tunnel 37 feet wide, in- 
cluding a double-lane roadway, a cycle 
track on each side of the tunnel, and a 
pedestrian walk on one side. The capacity 
of this tunnel is estimated at 2,000 vehicles 
every hour and the total cost at over £24m. 

The Government has approved a £64m. 
education buildings programme for the next 
financial year. Included in the programme 
just approved are 76 new primary and dis- 
trict high schools, 13 new intermediate 
schools, 11 new post-primary schools and 
two major new university buildings, the 
dental school at Otago University, and the 
school of engineering at Canterbury Uni- 
versity College. There is also provision for 
89 houses for teachers in rural areas. 

The NZ Ministry of Works is investigat- 
ing a priority project to divert extra water 
into Lake Taupo and, in the process, pro- 
vide between 200,000 and 300,000kW_ of 
additional power. If carried through, the 
project will cost between £20m. and £30m. 














THE ORIGINAL 


JOINTLESS FLOOR 
IN MANY COLOURS 
PLAIN OR MARBLE 
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ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 
CENTRAL AVENUE, WEST MOLESEY, SURREY 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 

LONDON: VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM: EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
MANCHESTER: DEANSGATE 5971 
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PAKISTAN.—An area of approximately 
2,000 acres of land is in process of acquis. 
tion near Multan for an iron and steel] fac. 
tory to be established by the Pakistan 
Industrial Development Corporation, 
Recently the site was visited by Mr, Alfred 
Krupp head of the Krupps organisation in 
West Germany which is co-operating with 
the PIDC in this venture. The Minister of 
Communications, Buildings and Irrigation 
in East Pakistan stated recently that the 
Tista Barrage Project, with a 30-mile long 
main-canal and network of branch canals 
is to be completed in the course of the next 
four years. 


PERSIAN GULF.—The Education De. 
partment of Kuwait is preparing to expand 
its Building Department to undertake the 
construction of 13 temporary — schools. 
Design and supervision of works of the Al- 
Sabah Hospital has been given to the Ger- 
man firm of engineers, Dorch-German. 
The hospital will be built on modern lines 
and will have 450 beds. A number of new 
community centres are to be planned jn 
the near future. 





Bridges, Fravancore-Cochin 

*The Chief Engineer, Public Works 
Department in the Government of Travan- 
core-Cochin states. that administrative 
approval has been given by the Indian Cen- 
tral Government for the construction of about 
45 bridges in the State of Travancore- 
Cochin under the second five-year plan. 
Five of these bridges would be on national 
highways and the remainder on local state 
roads. The total cost of all bridges is 
approximately 20m. Rupees and most of 
them span 200 feet or more. The bridges 
will be designed by the PWD, but the con- 
tracting work will most likely be done by 
outside firms and for this purpose calls for 
tenders will in due course be issued. 

The Chief Engineer states that due to the 
monsoon, construction work in the lower 
reaches of the western rivers can only be 
done between November of one year and 
May of the next, since outside that period 
the rivers are in spate. However, in the 
higher reaches of the rivers work could go 
on practically all the year round. 

Firms interested in these projects are 
advised to communicate direct with The 
Chief Engineer, PWD, Government of 
Travancore-Cochin, Trivandrum. (Tel. 
Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771. Ref. No. 
ESB /9551 / 56). 


Freeport, Grand Bahama 

*An agreement has recently been made 
between the Bahamas Government and 
Grand Bahama Port Authority, Limited, to 
enable the company to establish a private, 
multi-million dollar “free port” and in- 
dustrial centre, to be known as Freeport at 
Hawksbill Creek at the island of Grand 
Bahama. The company have been granted 
50,000 acres of Crown Land. Dredging of 
a port is to begin in the near future for a 
deep water harbour. Concerns wishing to 
trade at Freeport are offered 99 years free- 
dom from customs duties or any sort of 
taxes on imports, freedom for 99 years from 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WCI, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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excise and export taxes on goods imported 
into the free zone, and freedom for 30 years 
from real property taxes or rates, personal 
property taxes or rates, capital levies, taxes 
on capital gains and taxes on earnings. It 
is expected that within a few years’ time 
owing to these concessions, and to the 
roximity to the United States, Caribbean 
and Central American markets, Freeport 
will be a thriving town. Plans have already 
been made to construct a large shipbuilding 
and ship repairing yard, and factories to 
manufacture high grade chemical lime, 
building board and cement. A well-known 
UK bank have been issued with a licence to 
open there. The address of Grand Bahama 
Port Authority, Limited, is Freeport, Grand 
Bahamas, BWI. (Tel.: Trafalgar 8855, ext. 
7351, ref. no. CRE/12769/54.) 


Building Supplies, USA 

*Mr. C. F. Lloyd, of Lloyd Associates 
Ltd., 15 William-street, New York 5, NY, 
would like to contact UK manufacturers of 
building supplies. Manufacturers interested 
in this inquiry should write by air mail 
direct to Mr. Lloyd, quoting cif prices in 
US currency. It would be appreciated if 
they would copy their initial correspondence 
to the British Consulate-General, 99 Park- 
avenue, New York 16, NY, so that the 
inquiry may be pursued. (Tel: Chancery 
4411, ext. 776, ref. no. ESB/9606/56.) 


Concrete Mixer, India 

*The Director General of Supplies and 
Disposals, Shahjahan-road, New Delhi, has 
called for tenders for a diesel engine-driven 
concrete mixer (Tender No. SPI A/20132- 
G/11/Add/56). The mixer should have a 
batch capacity of 10 cubic ft. unmixed and 
seven cubic ft. of materials. The closing 
date for bids is May 22. (Tel: Chancery 
4411, ext. 738, ref. no. ESB/9986/ 56.) 
Fork Lift ,Trucks, Canada 

*The UK Trade Commissioner Service in 
Canada has prepared a market report on 
fork lift trucks, which can be obtained from 
the Export Services Branch (Tel.: Chancery 
4411, ext. 755, ref. no. CRE/10283/55.) 


Planning for Export 

The Council of the Incorporated Sales 
Managers’ Association have accepted a 
recommendation from the Annual Confer- 
ence, held at the Hotel Majestic, Harrogate, 
last week, that the Association should give 
particular attention to the national problem 
of securing a greater share of international 
trade. The Conference recognised that in 
some overseas markets, this is a matter of 
prices. In others, this is a matter of bring- 
ing British standards of design and manu- 
facture up to world standards. Working 
parties by groups of industries are to be set 
up to collect and discuss common interests 
in the development of export markets 


Resort and Residential Centre 


*Construction work is in progress at Coral 
Harbour on the South coast of New Provi- 
dence, Bahamas, where a new resort centre 
and exclusive residential area is planned at 
a cost of many millions of dollars. The first 
Phase of development includes construction 
of an hotel, yacht club, yacht basin, docks, 
canals, roads, utility services, housing plots, 
swimming pools, golf course, and tennis 
courts and the reclamation of swamps. It 
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is planned to open the hotel next winter. 
The work is being carried out by Carl G. 
Fisher Corporation, P.O. Box 1236, Nassau, 
Bahamas, BWI. (Tel.: Trafalgar 8855,. ext. 
2351, ref. no. CRE/12769/54.) 
Ceramic Wall Tile, USA 

*Jones and Brown, Inc., 439 Sixth-avenue, 
Pittsburg 19, Pa., wish to represent a UK 
manufacturer of thin-gauge ceramic wall tile 
for residential use. The firm would import 
on their own account. (Tel.: Chancery 
4411, ext. 776, ref. No. ESB/11125/56.) 
Overhead Travelling Crane, India 

*The Director General of Supplies and 
Disposals, Shahjahan-road, New Delhi, has 
called for tenders for one ten-ton overhead 
travelling crane. The closing date for tenders 
is May 29. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 
or 771, ref. no. ESB/11201/56.) 


Macadam Plant, Kenya 


*The following is an extract from an 
announcement issued in respect of asphalt 


bituminous macadam_ plant (Contract 
N.11/56): 
The City Council of Nairobi invites 


tenders for the supply and delivery of the 
above plant. The closing date for tenders 
is June 11. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 
or 771, ref. no. ESB/11151/56.) 
Cast-brass Fittings, USA 

*Mr. Chester H. Willis, vice-president of 
the Union Malleable Manufacturing Co., 
Ashland, Ohio, is interested in importing 
cast-brass solder-joint fittings from the UK. 
The firm could use approximately 100 tons 
of fittings monthly, either completely 
finished fittings or blanks. (Tel.: Chancery 
4411, ext. 766, ref. no. ESB/10776/56.) 
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HELPING BUILDERS IN 
DIFFICULT TIMES 
Mr. Foster Addresses Central 
Area No. 3 


HE annual summer Junch of LMBA 

Central Area No. 3 was held on Tues- 
day, May 8, in Cutlers’ Hall—beauti 
fully restored to plans by Mr. B. W. Turn- 
bull, FRIBA, by Messrs. C. P. Roberts & 
Co., Ltd., whose director, Mr. Denis 
Roberts, comes of a family associated for 
over a century with the Court of the Com- 
pany—when the chair was taxen by Mr. 
Leslie Mullen, FIOB. A large number of 
members and guests were present. 

Proposing the toast of the area, Mr. 
K. C. F. Foster, FIOB, President LMBA, 
congratulated the Area on the work it did 
for the Association. No fewer than seven 
members were on the Association’s Council. 
The Area had a great record in apprentice- 
ship, largely due to work by Messrs. Falkus, 
Colls and Baker. ‘“ We must continue to 
build up our numbers of craftsmen,” he 
said, “for though much building is being 
done with prefabricated sections and com- 
ponents, there will still be a place for crafts- 
men for some generations to come.” 

Looking at the present situation against 
a background of a reduction in work, Mr. 
Foster said that one of the most pressing 
problems was to persuade the materials 
suppliers to turn out the same output; 
already there was a shortage of steel. He 
warned that the time-lag, which meant that 
the effect of cuts was not immediately felt, 
operated in reverse when the restrictions 
eventually came off. In the meantime, 
clients could help by not withholding 
retention moneys longer than was neces- 
sary. “ The CCC/1 form of contract, though 
hard, offers a more generous basis of pay- 
ment than is found under the RIBA forms 
of contract,” he declared, adding that quan- 
tity suirveyors could also do much to help 
by measuring variations as they occurred 
rather than by waiting until the job was 
complete. 

The President drew the attention of mem- 
bers to the services which the LMBA was 
offering to members, particularly on con- 
tract matters (under a committee of which 
Mr. D. C. C. Roberts was chairman), 
recruiting of young men of good education 
into the supervisory ranks of the industry, 
and the service of consultants under the 
Advisory Service. ‘We now look,” he 
concluded “for a comparable effort from 
the professional side of the industry.” 

Mr. MULLEN responded, and said that the 
Area had invited a speaker from the 
Advisory Service to address their Septem- 
ber meeting. 

The toast of the guests was proposed 
felicitously by Mr. H. J. Fa-kus, MIOB, and 
responded to in lixe vein by Mr. S. A. G. 
Cook, ARIBA (Borough Architect, 
Holborn). 


Building Technology Course 


Arrangements for an internal college 
diploma ‘course in building technology will 
begin at the Brighton Technical College in 
September next. It will be of three years’ 
duration with a minimum age of entry at 
16 years, and it will replace the course lead- 
ing to the ordinary and higher National 
Diplomas in Building 
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New Building Education Secretary 


Mr W. Nicor, of Craig-Nicol, Pollok- 
shaws-road, Glasgow, has been appointed 
secretary of the Scottish Association for 
Building Education. He succeeds the late 
Mr. J. Campbell. The Association is the 
link which co-ordinates activity in technical 
education for building in Scotland. 





Dumfries Theatre-hall 


A PUBLIC APPEAL With a target of £10,000 
has been launched in Dumfries to provide 
the town with a theatre. Costing a total of 
£20,000 the theatre is to be built in the 
grounds of the arts centre in Edinburgh-road. 
It is to have a seating capacity of 570 and 
has been designed by Mr. Gordon J. King- 
horn, ARIBA. 


NEW BUILDINGS 

Airdrie.—Plans to be prepared for new Prot. 
prim. sch., which is to be erected at South 
Biggar-rd. Council A: William R. Watt (F), 
Educational Planning & Architectural Dept., 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Ayr.—Plans prepared by the architects of 
the Scottish Stamping & Enginecring Co., Ltd., 
Neptune Works, Ayrshire, approved for new 
extensions to office buildings at Sanquhar-rd. 

Ayr.—Plans in hand for new scheme of 80 
houses at the Forchill housing development site. 

: J. Austin Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., 
Gicenad Edinburgh. 

Blantyre. —Plans are to be prepared for a 
new Cath. prim. sch. at Wheatlands. A: 
William R. Watt (F), Planning & Architectural 
Dept., Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Fifeshire—Plans to be prepared for S50 


houses at Kirkcaldy. Council A: Robert 
Meldrum, Planning & Architectural Dept., 
Kirkcaldy. 


Forfarshire.—Plans to be submitted to the 
Dept. of Health for Scotland for new eight- 
storey block of flats in connection with the 
City-rd. development scheme. A: Robert 
Dron (F); QS: James A. F. Morrison, FSI, 
Planni ¥: & Architectural Dept., Municipal- 
bldgs., City-sq., Dundee. 

Hamilton.—Plans to be prepared for new Prot, 
prim. sch. Council A: William R. Watt (F), 
Education Planning & Architectural Dept., 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Kirkcudbrightshire.—Plans to be prepared for 
new Prot. sch. at Creeton. Council A: Alex- 
ander T. Caldwell (L), Planning & Architec- 
tural Dept., Council Offices, Stranraer. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for Alexander 
Steven & Sons, Ltd., Linthouse Shipbuilding 


Yard, SW1, for new buildings at a Linthouse 
site. A: Frank Boston & Burnet, and James 
Bell, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow, WC2. , 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for new fire 
station at Ryure-rd. A: James Macmillan 
Riddet, Planning & Architectural Dept., Muni- 


cipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow, Cl. 
Glasgow.—Plans approved for David Wight 


& Co., Ltd.. for additions and alterations at 
Clyde- pl. A: William Baillie & Son (F), 
Accountancy  Hall-bldgs., West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, WC2. 


Glasgow.—Plans approved for the Scottish 
Gas Board (Glasgow Division) for the demoli- 
tion and the rebuilding of the buildi ngs at 
Milam-st., and the rebuildi ng of new offices at 
St. Andrews-rd., Pollockshields. A: David F. 
a Municipal-bldgs., John-st., Glasgow, 


Glasgow.—Ground has been set aside by the 
Corporation for new post office and sorting 
office at Drugree-dr. A: Ministry of Works 
Dept., District Surveyor’s Office, 187, George- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for S. Smillie & 
Co. for new buildings and alterations at 2173- 
2177, Paisley-rd. West, Govan. A: Robert 
<i (F), 1584, Paisley-rd. West, Glasgow, 
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Glasgow.—Plans prepared by the architects 
of United Glass Bottle Manufacturers, Ltd., 
Old Shettleston-rd., Glasgow, EC2, for addi- 
tions and alterations at 515, Old Shettleston-rd. 


Glasgow.—Plans approved for a new town 
which is to be created after demolishment at 
The Gorbals and Hutchieson Districts covering 
a 11l-acre site, on which will be erected at least 
3,500 houses at an estimated cost of £13m. A: 
Archibald G. Jury (F), Planning & Architec- 
tural Dept., Glasgow Cross, Glasgow, EC]. 


Glasgow.—Plans approved, subject to sanc- 
tion by the Department of Health for Scotland, 
for a development by the Counties Property 
Co., Ltd., 4, Lloyd-av., London, consisting of 
blocks of houses and offices, of four, six and 
seven storeys, to the north of George-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of the archi- 
tects of James Templeton & Co., Ltd., Temple- 
ton-st., Bridgeton, Glasgow, EC2, for new 
extension to their Bridgeton carpet factory. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of the archi- 
tects of John Cochrane & Co., Ltd., 70, 
Debbies-la., Glasgow, NC1, for new additions 
to their Townhead works. 

Peterhead.—Plans_ prepared for 
County A: Alexander Macgill (F), 
ter., Aberdeen. 


new sch. 
25, Union- 
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FUTURE 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
MAY 15. 

*Wimbledon Boro’.—16 - ieaeaiaie Queens- 

mere-rd. BE&S. Dep. £2 
MAY 7, 

*+Bromley Boro.—728 flats, Weston-grove. BE. 

Dep. £2 2s 














UNITONE 


(REGD. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 


Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 

22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 

Tel.: Central 2291/5 
Sole Distributors for Northern Ireland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. (N. Ireland) LTD., 

P.0. Box 72, 94 Royal Avenue, Belfast. 

Tel.: 26256 (5 lines) Belfast 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


43OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 16, 1956, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney 
Shetland, etc. F 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s. 34d.; Labourers 35, 4 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 be 
Ist ae Ss ce 47 ¢ 
2nd 3 Ee o. on 62 Il 
3rd : : ee. 94 5 
4th ae Ae << a 125 10} 
Sth ‘ 75 141 7} 


For female shane: the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations a end of s, d, 
probationary period) ; : 39 
Operatives on labouring aperelicne (at 


end of probationary period) 3 5} 











CONSTRUCTION - 





*+Surrey CC.—School meals accommodation, 


Wallington County Girls’ grammar school. | 
County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 
MAY 18. 

*tHants Police Authority.—Police house, | 
Nursling-st., Rownhams, _ nr. — hampton, 
County A, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. 

‘ MAY 19. 
_ *+Essex CC.—Additions, etc., Boxted C. of 
E. School. County A, Chelmsford. 


MAY 24. 


Barnes BC.—Four-storey block of 16 flats 


and outbuildings at Little St. Leonards, Mort- 
lake, SW14. Boro’ E&S, Sheen-la., SW14 
MAY 25. 
*+Beds EC.s—Kitchen/dining hall. Bedford | 





College of Physical Education, Lansdowne-rd., 


Bedford. County A, Bedford. 


**Portsmouth City—Home for 35 aged 
persons, Stone- - Southsea. City A, 1, Western 
parade. Dep 

lt UDC.—Conversion of The 


Grove, Dugdales, Green into 4 flats. 


E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 


Croxley 


MAY 26. } 
*+Northampton CB.—49 small dwellings at F 
Dallington-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by June 16. 
Uttoxeter UDC.—12 pairs three-bedroomed 
s.d. houses at Byrd’s-la. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 28. 


*Birmingham City C.—Installation of 344 | 
r.c. piles for flats, Browning-st. City E&S. | 
Dep. £2 2s, 


*+Swansea CB.—New hall Durvant County 


Sec. Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £5. 
MAY 29. 

*Salford City C.—Detached house at Straw- 
berry Hill. City E&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 30. 

*Croydon CB.—Removing sloping floors at | 
Portland School, South Norwood, SE25. Chief § 


Ed. Officer, Katherine-st. Dep 
*Preston CB.—Internal a and te- 
equipment, Marsh-la. domestic science and 
MI Centre. BE&S. Dep £2 2s. 
MAY 31. 


*Birmingham City C.—R.C. construction for | 
flats. Browning-st. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Hornchurch UDC.—Repairs to and external 


treatment of walls of 108 houses. S. Dep. £2 2s. | 

tSalop CC.—Sec. mod. sch. at Bishop's } 

Castle. County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by | 

June 29, i 
JUNE 1. 


New Sarum City C.—36 houses at Bishop- 
down estate, Salisbury. City E, Council House. 
Dep. £2 
*North Riding EC.—Alterations and exten 
tions, East Ayton County primary school, neat 
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Barraclough, County Hall, 
JUNE 2. 


*Gravesend -% —Branch library and p an 


Scarborough. F. 
Northallerton. 


Sun-la. BE&S. , Woodville-ter. Dep. £ 
JUNE 4. 
sBrighton CB.—Alterations to — convert 
“Devonia,” London-rd., into home for aged 
persons. BSE and Planning Officer. Dep. 
” eters BC.—30 houses and 14 garages, 
Hemple_ Hill Neighbourhood Unit. BS, The 


House. 
Bridge sdford RDC.—26 dwellings in 3 con- 
E&S., Millmead House. Dep. £2 2s 


tracts. . 
4 Cc 
each contra —— 
“Croydon CB.—19_ dwellings, Wilford-rd. 
Forster-rd. area. BE. 

JUNE 6. 
*Berks CC.—One pair of police houses, 
Wallingford. County A, Wilton House, Park- 
side-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Southend- on-Sea CB.— Reinstatement of 
slated roofs, Westborough School, Westcliff-on- 
Sea. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2 

JUNE 7. 

*Caterham & Warlingham UDC.—3 pairs of 

houses, Clyde-av.. Sanderstead. E&S. 
JUNE 9. 

Birmingham City C.—10 houses at Staple 
Lodge-rd., Staplehall Farm estate, West Heath. 
City A. Dep. 

U INE 11. 

*Rugby BC.— ‘Renovation of stonework and 

brickwork at public library, St. 


painting 
Matthew’s-st. BS, Burford House, Church-walk. 
*Rugby Boro’.—24 flats, 14 garages and 
stores, Abbots Farm estate. BS. Burford 
House. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 18. 


*Chelmsford BC.—(a) 3 blocks of flats (33) 
New Writtle-st. and Baker-st. and (b) 4 pairs of 


houses, Lady-la. BES&Arch. Dep. £2 2s. per 
set. 

; JUNE 22. 

*Faling BC.—27 flats, Lime Trees estate, 


Northolt. BS. Dep £2. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 15. 

Bhp rig CB.—Chain link fencing at 
three schools. A. Skerrett, Chief Education 
Officer. Dep. £2 - ; 

MAY 18. 

*+Mitcham Boro.—External 
flats.) BE&S. Tenders by June 2. 
MAY 21. 

*Chelmsford BC.—External painting of 115 
houses. Housing manager. 

MAY 22. 

*+Wimbledon BC. ~Painting of 
standards, etc. BE&S. Dep. 22 2s. 

MAY 23. 

*Shrewsbury BC.—External painting 476 

houses and Guildhall and Rates Offices. BS. 
MAY 28. 

*Ormskirk UDC.—External 
houses. S. 

*Thurrock UDC.—External painting of 298 
houses and 22 bungalows. Estates Manager. 

*West Riding CC.—Painting, etc., Institute of 
Agriculture, Askham Bryan, near York. County 
A, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 


painting 113 


street lamp 


painting 274 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MAY 18. 
_tBasingstoke RDC.—1,000 yds. — small- 
diameter sewers, sewage disposal works, etc.. 
at Council housing site, East Oakley. Howard 
Humphreys & Sons, Ccl.’s constg. a Vic- 
toria Station House, SWI. Dep. £3 


MAY 22. 

Bucks CC.—1,050 yds. road works from Wy- 
combe bound: ry to Handy Cross on Wycombe- 
Marlow road, A.404. County S. Dep. £2. 

MAY 25. 

Ketton RDC.—1,350 yds. 3 in. 
Spun-iron pipes 
struction 
Clipsham. 
engrs., 

2s. 


£7 


ke he 


and 4 in. 
and service connections, con- 
of pumphouse, etc., in parish of 
Stirling, Maynard & Ptnrs., constg. 
8, Station-chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. 


Ramsey and St. Ives Joint Water Board.— 
Laying and jointing of 84 miles 12 in. dia. spun- 
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COST OF BUILDING 
“The Builder”—Venning Chart 
** The Builder ’’ Cost-of-Building Chart, 
specially prepared for ‘* The Builder ”’ 
by Mr. H. J. Venning, FRICS, has been 
reprinted on stiff card. Copies—price 1s. 
each, plus 3d. postage and packing for 
any number up to six, numbers above 
six being post free—may be obtained 
from The Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,”’ 4, 
Catherine-street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash 
should accompany orders. The Chart 
takes into account the recent wage 
increases. 











iron pipes with flexible joints to form trunk 
main from Girton, Cambridge, to Bluntisham, 
Hunts., involving laying of twin mains under 
River Great Ouse. Pick, Everard, Keay and 
Gimson, Board’s constg. engrs., 6, Millstone-la.. 


Leicester. Dep. £5 Ss. 
MAY 28. 
Atherton UDC.—Storm-water intercepting 


sewer at Hag Fold (North) =o estate, com- 
prising 245 lin. yds., 36 in. dia. S.&S. concrete 


pipes, 350 lin. yds. 18 in. dia. S.&S. porous 
concrete pipes, 220 lin. yds. 15 in dia. S.&S. 
porous concrete pipes and incidental works. 


Southend-on-Sea CBC.—! 
sewer, 60 lin. yds. 9 in, sewer, 67 lin. yds. 4 in. 
C.I. rising main, construction of ejector cham- 
ber and compressor house and incidental works 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 

MAY 29. 

Southampton CBC.—150 ft. concrete retain- 

ing wall, average 15 ft. height, to support high- 


,280 lin. yds. 33 in. 


way at Dukes-rd., with ancillary works. 
Boro’ E 

MAY 31. : 
: Middlesex CC.—Second carriageway from 
Bury-st., to Carterhatch-la., on Great Cam- 


bridge road, A.10, length 1.87 miles, the greater 














PINCHIN 
JOHNSON 


HEAD OFFICE ; 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: TRAfalgar 5600 


Principal Branches and Stock Depots : 


BELFAST Belfast 58643 
BIRMINGHAM, 1 Midland 1042-3-4 
BRIGHTON, 1... Brighton 23739 
BRISTOL, 8 ' Bristol 3889 
GLASGOW, C.2 Douglas aa I- 

LEEDS, 11 Leeds 24377 
LIVERPOOL, 20 Liverpool, Bootle 2r2r 
MANCHESTER, 3 ae Blackfriars 3800 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 1 Neweastle-on-Tyne 21919 
SOUTHAMPTON Southampton 23648 
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part of the construction being of experimental 
nature. County E. Dep. £10. 
JUNE 11. 

Wigan.—8+4 miles 24 in. to 15 in. dia. water 
mains (three contracts), r.c. service reservoir of 
two million gals. capacity and pumping station, 
filter house, etc. Five contracts. Boro’ E&S. 
Dep. £3 3s. each contract. 


JUNE 13. 

Mid- and South-East Cheshire Water Board. 
—Five million gals. capacity r.c. covered reser- 
voir and ancillary pipework adjoining Nant- 
wich-Wrexham road, Ridley, Nantwich, Ches. 
E&Mgr. Dep. £10. 


JUNE 25. 

Wycombe RDC.—5S,400 lin. yds. 6 in. dia. 
glazed stoneware pipe sewers, brick and pre- 
cast concrete manholes and sewage pumping 
station, with 730 lin. yds. 4 in. dia. C.I. rising 
main and sewage disposal works at Hambledon, 
Bucks. J. D. & D. M. Watson, Ccl.’s contg. 
engrs., 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Beckenham.—Homes.—Council are to build 
150 homes on a site. at Southend-road. 

Bethnal Green.—REDEVELOPMENT.—A _ slum 
cleagance scheme in the Cranbrook-street area 
is to be carried out by the Council. The gross 
cost of rehousing the 1,700 people displaced is 
estimated at £1,324,800. 

Chalk Farm.—ScHooL_  ExtTEnsion.—LCC 
Education Committee is to ask the Ministry of 
Transport to close Kirkwood-place to form 
part of a site for the extension of Haverstock 
School. 

Chelsea.—HousEs, FLATS AND MAISONETTES. 
—The Council have approved in principle a 
scheme submitted by Cadogan Settled Estates 
Co., 28a, Cadogan-square, SW1, for the erec- 
tion of 11 houses, 50 flats. two maisonettes and 
49 garages on land with a frontage on King’s- 
road. 

Deptford.—ScHoot.—LCC proposes provi- 
sion of library, advanced physics laboratory and 
improved means of escape at Haberdashers’ 
Aske’s Hatcham School, Deptford, at estimated 
cost of £11,990. 

Finsbury.—BUILDING.—LCC have given per- 
mission for a new seven-storey building to_be 
erected at 7-11, Goswell-road, Finsbury. The 
scheme was submitted by Shires and Reddick, 
119, Victoria-street. SW1. 

London West.—Shops and Offices.—A seven- 
floor building with two basements is to be 
erected in Henrietta-pl., WJ. The architects are 
J. S. Gibson & Gordon, A. A. Montagu (F’F), 
2, Devonshire-ter., W2. 

Paddington.—Lanb PurcHasE.—The LCC are 
to buy a section of the Church Commissioners’ 
Paddington Estate covering 17 acres at Carlton- 
vale. A small central area of part of the site 
will be available for early redevelopment by the 
erection of 166 homes. 

Potters Bar.—Factory Estate.—Newland 
Brothers of Potters Bar are to develop a site 
at Darkes-lane as a factory estate for light 
industry. 

Putney. — REDEVELOPMENT. — Wandsworth 
Borough Council are to demolish 188 houses in 
the Gay- street area of Putney. 70 homes are 
to _be built on the site. 

St. Marylebone.—FLats.—A six-storey 
building containing 20 four-room flats, with 
office accommodation on the ground floor, is 
to be built by the Council at Chapel-street, at 
a cost of £65,785. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnard Castle-—Matkin & Hawkins, Bar- 
clay’s Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland, are 
architects for proposed grammar/technical 
school for Durham CC. 

Berwick.—Ministry of Works plans erection 
of new head Post Office at Berwick. ‘ 

Boldon.—Jarrow BC and Hebburn UDC 
have decided to make joint application to 
Boldon UDC for land for 2,000 houses and 
four schools to take overspill from both towns. 

Bristol.—Six-storey office block to be built at 
Colston-ave./Quay-st. site for Colston Pro- 
perties, Ltd. A: Percy V. Burnett & Pinrs. 
(F), 12, Bloomsbury-sq., W.C.1. 

Bristol.—Five-storey office block to be built 


at corner of Quay-st./Small-st. for National 
Mutual Life Assn. of Australasia, Ltd. A: 
Laurence M. Gotch and Ptnrs. (F), 8, City-rd.. 
ECI. 
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Chester-le-Street.—RDC to build 105 houses 
at Birtley and 50 at Sacriston. Site prepara- 
tions are to be made for 140 at Pelton and 
Ccl. has acquired 29 acres at Barley Mow for 
building further 330 houses. 

Darlington.—Circuits Management Assn., 11, 
Belgrave-rd., SW1, considering conversion of 
Arcade Cinema into dance hall and shops. 

Darlington.—Boddy & Bell, Ltd., builders, 
Thomas-st., to erect 20 houses at Yarm-rd.— 
W.. Sanders Hutton, Ltd, builders and 
contrs., Coniscliffe-rd., propose housing develop- 
ments off Millbank-rd.—G. Tarn Bainbridge & 
Son, auctioneers. 44, High-row, propose similar 
developments off Devonshire-rd. 

Durham.—W. B. Edwards & Ptnrs. (F), 52, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle upon Tyne, have been 
appointed architects by CC for mod. sch. at 
Dunston Hill. 

Durham.—County Planning Officer has pre- 
pared list of 35 sites suitable for industrial 
developments which will be available to firms 
proposing to start business in the county. 

Easington, Co. Durham.—J. Nimmo & Son, 
Ltd., Castle Eden, to erect new grain silo and 
kiln building at their brewery. Firm has own 
architects’ department. 

Felling, Co. Durham.—J. H. Napper (F), 56, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle upon Tyne, has been 
appointed architect by UDC for erection of 
swimming baths at Leam-la. housing estate. 

Hereford.—Outline application by Gerald 
Eve & Co. for extensions to existing factory at 
Holmer-rd, for Henry Wiggins & Co., Ltd.. 
conditionally approved with concurrence of 
local planning authority and MH&LG— 
Development for light industrial purposes of 
103-109, Widemarsh-st., for Saunders Valve 
Co., Ltd., approved. Plans by Clifford, Tee & 
Gale (F), 5, Buckingham Palace-gdns., SW1. 

Hexham.—UDC considering provision of 
covered market. S. 
_Houghton-le-Spring—MH&LG has approved 
UDC’s estimates for 81 houses at Burnside 
eState, six at Hetton-rd. estate and 88 at 
Hindson-cres. North.—GPO to erect new Post 
Office at Newbottle-st. to plans by MoW.—S 
to prepare development scheme for Cement, 
Hopper and William-st. areas. 

Middlesbrough.—Tees Valley Water Board, 
Corporation-rd., Middlesbrough, seek permis- 
sion to build new central depot at Cargo Fleet- 
la. Board’s Chief E. 

Mildenhall, Suffolk.—RDC plans to build 70 
houses at Rattlers-rd., Brandon. 

_ Newcastle upon Tyne.—British Railways plan- 
ning extensive alterations and additions to 

Station Hotel” and preliminary site borings 
are being made.—EC to erect four temporary 
classrooms at North Kenton prim. sch. to plans 
by Education A., Northumberland-rd. 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—Strakers (Newcastle), 
Ltd., motor engineers and dealers, propose to 
build multi-storied garage at  Vincent-st./ 
Picton-pl. Percy L. Browne & Son & Harding 
(F), . Pearl-bldgs., | Northumberland-st.—Plans 
approved for: Factory at Blandford-st.. for 
Novo Enterprises, Ltd. A: H. Gatoff. 51. 
Grainger-st.; factory at Blandford-st. for Con- 
stables (Newcastle), Ltd. A: H. Gatoff (A). 26. 
Mosley-st.; workshop, showrooms and offices 
at Westgate-rd. for Crypto, Ltd. A: J. Walton 
Taylor, Gallowgate; factory at Rhodes-st.. for 
Sutherland & Co., Ltd. A: C. Solomon (F), 
St. Mary’s-pl.: assembly hall and extensions to 
be built at Welbeck-rd. sec. sch. A: S. N. 
Slipper (L), Education Offices. 
_ Northumberland.—Modified scheme, costing 
£63,000 has been prepared for home with 60 
beds at Thomas Taylor Homes, Stannington, 
for CC. County A.—CC seeks Home Office 
approval of plans for county civil defence 
training centre at Southgate, Morpeth, to cost 
about £55,000. 

_Norwich.—TP com. submits new scheme for 
Vauxhall-st. redevelopment area to include 316 
dwellings, 16 new shops, 56 garages and to 
provide space for two public houses, a home 
for handicapped persons and a nursery school. 
City A. j 

Norwich. — Woolwich Equitable Building 
Society granted 99 year lease of site of No. 1. 
Tombland for erection of three-storey build- 
ing with three small shops and offices for 
Society on ground floor and offices on two 
floors above, with arcaded front to corner of 
Queen-st. and Tombland. 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne—UC to build 221 more 
houses at West Wylaw, £326,000 est. A: J. M. 
a (L), 3, Gallowgate, Newcastle upon 

yne. 
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* THE BUILDER ” PRICES 
Block Stone Advanced 


OwING to the recent increase in rail 
rates of 5 per cent., it has become necessary 
to revise the prices for the various descrip- 
tions of block stone, delivered London 
Station, and we give below the figures 
now applicable to these stones. Figures 
in our Current Prices of Materials Section 
should be revised accordingly: 


Bath stone in random blocks, to per foot 
S. Lambeth: cube 
Monks Park ... nee oP 8 14 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground ... 9 14 


Portland stone in random blocks, 
average 20 ft. cu. to Nine Elms: 


Whitbed a ae i, oD 
Beer stone in random blocks to 
Nine Elms ... : 8 5 


Doulting stone in random 
blocks delivered London 


Station 8 11 











Rawtenstall.—Tenders to be invited for 75 
houses at Balladen housing estate. Houses also 
proposed at Ormerod-st., Water and at White- 
well Bottom. Boro’ S. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Parish Church at Eagles- 
cliffe, Durham, to be rebuilt, £10,000 est. D. 
McIntyre, Diocesan A., Durham City. 

Sussex.—MofE asked to approve following 
in 1957-8 programme: Haywards Heath county 
grammar sch. (2nd_ instalment) £126,175, 
Hassocks county sec. sch. (instalment) £171,725, 
North Burgess Hill county prim. sch. {altera- 
tions and additions) £40,850. 

Wallsend.—Plans by R. Burke 
Lambton-rd., Newcastle, for R.C. 
Churchhill-rd., have been approved. 

Warwickshire. — EC proposes additional 
accommodation at Bulkington C of E jun. sch., 
£54,200 est., and third instalment of Bedworth 
Nicholas Chamberlaine county’ sec. sch., 
£120,000 est. 
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PAINT SALES LTD. 


47 Whitehall, London, S.W.1 
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West Hartlepool.—TC to let contract f, 
24 two-storey flats and seven houses at Secun, 
6a of the Owton Manor Estate, and 14 eae 
at Section 5c. Boro’ A. 5 

West Hartlepool.—Boro’ A_ has Prepared 
amended scheme for main shopping centre ; 
Owton Manor estate and MH & LG approval 
is sought.—Layout plans prepared for land = 
Tithers Close, Stockton-rd. for Taylor & Evans 
Ltd., builders, Elwick-rd., West Hartlepoo|.” 
Plans by Boro’ A. for 340 houses and flats 9 
Owton Manor Estate for TC have been 
approved. 

West Hartlepool.—Plans in hand for ney 
St. James’s Church at Owton Manor and start 
expected this summer. As: Cordingley & Me. 
Intyre (F), Owengate, Durham City. 

Whitehaven.—Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Board proposes new hospital at the Homeward 
estate, £1,500,000 est. A: C. B. Pearson & 
Son (F), 18, Dalton-sq., Lancaster. 

Worcestershire—EC proposes  adaptationg 
and extensions at Fairfield county prim, sch 
Belbroughton, £12,000 est. 

Worthing.—RDC to build following houses: 
40 at Allangate, Rustington: 20 at Lloyd 
Goring-close, Angmering; 10 at Glebeland. 
Ferring: six at White Styles-rd., Sompting, and 
eight at Hillrise-ave., Sompting 
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t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depari- 
ments. 
Aberdeen.—Extensions to Kingswood infants 
school. A: George M. Keith (A), Broad-st., 
Aberdeen. Principal contrs.: *James Leitch, 


Jnr., Ltd., Causewayend. 

Aldridge.—New premises at Redhouse indus- 
trial estate. for Aldridge Plastics, Ltd: 
*A. F. R. Godfrey & Co., Ltd., 46, Waterloo- 
rd.. Wolverhampton. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—134 flats at Charles. 
town, for BC: *Roy & Ptnrs., Ltd., 66, Black- 
friars-rd.. Manchester. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Civil engineering works 
in connection with fertiliser plant at works of 


Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd.: *John 
Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 
Birkenhead.—240 dwellings in two multi- 


storey blocks at Eldon-pl./Oak-st. area for TC. 
tWilliam Thornton & Sons, Ltd. £617,000 
(subject to approval of MH&LG) 
Bradford.—Adaptations at 89, Thornton-rd., 
for TC: *J. Totty & Son, Ltd., Bradford, 
£12,640. ; ; 
Brighton.—TC approved plans for new prim. 
sch. at South Woodingdean, £111,640 est 
Borough E&S, 26-30, King’s-rd, Brighton, 1. 
Chester-le-Street.—Works. for RDC: 41 
houses at Birtley: *Direct labour. 160 houses 
at Lumley. Housing A, Estate Office, Birtley: 
*Myton, Ltd., Hull. ; 
Dumbarton.—256 houses at Bellsyre housing 
site, E&S: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 33, 
Drumsbough-gdns., Westend, Edinburgh. 
Eston.—50 houses at Teesville East estate. 
for UDC. S.: N. C. Harrison: *W. J. Emmer- 
son, Trenholme-rd., Middlesbrough, £70,744. 
Eston.—50 houses at Teesville East estate, for 


UDC: *William Cornforth (Whitby), Ltd, 
Baxtergate, Whitby, £70,603. 
Folkestone.—New sec. sch. for boys at 


Park Farm: *R. J. Barwick, Dover. 
Gateshead.—26 houses and 74 bungalows at 
Easington-ave . for TC. Borough E: *George 
Wimpey & Co:, Ltd., Orchard Hse., New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. aoe 
lasgow.—Fourteen-storey block of buildings 
at site of Stirlin Library, Mitchell-st., Argyll-st. 


and Queen-st.. for Littkewoods, Ltd. A: John 
Keppic & Henderson and J. L. Gleave 
(PP/A'L), 21, Woodside-pl.. Glasgow, C.3. 
Constg. engrs.: George Davie, Crawford & 


Ptnrs.. MInstCE, 26. Woodside-pl. QS: Mac: 
larnon & White, F/FSI, 185, West Regent-st.: 
*Melville, Dundas & Whitson, 26, Blythswood- 


sq.. Glasgow, C2. : 

Inverness.—Additions to premises at Greig- 
st.. for Scottish Wholesale Co-operative Society, 
Ltd. A: Kenneth Masson (F), 119, Paisley-rd.. 
Glasgow, C5. Principal contrs.: *Caledonian 
Builders, Ltd.. The Citadel. ; , 

Jarrow.—108 houses at Calf Close, for TC. 
Boro’ E: *Direct labour, £151,142. 

Leeds.—Hostel for aged blind persons at 
Moortown estate for TC: *Walter G. Birch, 
Harrogate, Ltd., £52,769. 
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Lewisham.—New RC 





sch. for bo 
ham, for Southwé 


(F), 20, Lowndes-st., 
=" d. 35, Clapham 
£126,917. 


tracts to Vé ilue 
May 5:— 

Buil iding work: *R. 

Gamlingay. Seay, 


Blackpool), Ltd., | 
| Perry & Williamson, 


Marks- -rd., Wolverhampton ; 
(Doncaster), Lt 
Painting work 
Selby-place, ‘Great 
Antificers’ work: *Haymills 
Hanger Green, Western-ave.. 
London CC. 


& H. 


ww. 


school. 
basis B within 24 months 
section within 
%6 months. 





Wale, 
Beds. ; 
Bank-st. 


d., 6, South-parade, 

Davy & Sons, 
Yarmouth, 

(Contrs.), 
London. 
New county sec. 
wood-la., SW17, to be known as Garratt Green 
Under basis A contract would require 
work to be completed within 36 months, on 
and on basis C, 
24 months and remainder within 


SWI: 


Ltd., 


special agreement sec. 
ys and girls at Winlaton- rd., Down- 
irk Diocesan Com. A: ’A. J. 
“WH. 
Park-rd., 


(London (Air Ministry).—New works con- 


£500 or over for week ended 


High- 


*Middleton & 


Sidings, 
148, St. 


Lté., 
"Ee, es 


sch. 


Black- 


Taylor 


Doncaster. 


Etd., 


Norfolk. 


Ltd., 


WS. 
at Burnt- 


first 


Basis A Basis B Basis € 
£ £ £ 

Leslie and. Co., Ltd., ot 

Kensington ... 680,641 689,750 682,410 
Prestige and Co., I td., 

Westminster 679.499 679.499 679,499 
Thomas and Edge, L td. p 

Woolwich . ... 677,116 691,616 677,116 
Rush. and Tompkins, 

Ltd., Sidcup 676,892 676,892 676,892 
Rowley Bros.; Ltd., 

tees 669,233 674,233 670,633 

Miskin and Sons, ; 

“Ud. St. Albans 668,718 676,218 669,918 
4, T. Rowley(London), : 

Ltd., Tottenham ... 666,754 674,954 668.454 
M.J.Gleeson (Contrac- 

tors), Ltd., Cheam 662,976 674,976 664,000 
*Tersons, Ltd., Fins- 

bury (Basis C) 649,749 656.749 652.749 

Subject to economies which will save 
about £19,465. Architect’s comparable estiniate 
on basis C is £605,085. 


Four new county primary schools, under one 


as follows :— 
Wandsworth : 
Wandsworth : 


contract, 
King’s-ave., 

2 housing area, 
jreenwich : 


Rush and Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 


Thomas and Edge, Ltd., 


Woolwich 


A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd.,Tottenham 


Prestige and Co., Ltd., 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 
F. and H. F. Higgs, 


Westminster 


Ltd., Lambeth 


The Demolition and Construction Co., 


Ltd., Westminster a 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury ... 
M.J. Gleeson (C ontractors), Ltd., 


Westminster 


Cheam 
T. G. and A. Agomba, Beckenham 
*W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, 


Ltd., 


Roehampton No. 
Brooklands Park, 
Upper Tulse Hill, Wandsworth :— 


£ 
328,931 
324,189 
KPA by 
319,364 
317,976 
316,212 


314,825 
309,351 
306,968 
305,168 


298,467 


Subject to savings of £1,365 on provisional 


Bee Architect’s comparable estimate is 
£291,858. 

New county sec. sch. at Red Post Hill, Dul- 
wich, SE, to be known as William Penn 
school :— 

& 

H. C. Richardson and Co., Ltd., Erith 538,340 
A.T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 535,342 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 530,100 
Rush and Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup $28,250 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd..Cheam 527,252 
Prestige and Co., Ltd., Westminster 525,890 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury a 522,750 
J. Gerrard and Sons, Ltd., Manchester... 516,387 
F. and H. F. Higgs, Ltd., ‘Lambeth... 506,950 
Y. J. Lovell and Son, Ltd., Paddington 492,822 
*Thomas and Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 492,327 

Subject to economies of £35,716. Architect’s 


comparable estimate is £483,251. 


Redecorations, 


Lyndhurst Grove county 


rim. 


repairs and improvements at 
sch., 


SE15. 


Under basis A contract would allow for fluctu- 


ations in cost of labour and materials ; 


and 


under basis B for fluctuations in cost of labour 


only :— 

; Basis 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd.,Wandsworth A 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., 

Tottenham 


G. Potton and Sons, 


Ltd., 
mondsey mee 


Ber- 


£ 
24,799 


21,987 
21,701 
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71.052 
J. and C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon {8 ers 
Hunter and Clark ces Lid., 
Battersea ... A 20,850 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Cam- 
bridge A 20,746 
O. H. Groves. and ‘Co. is Ltd., tf A 18,586 
mondsey .. ; - LB 19,210 
*Greenaway and Son, t td., Camber- 
well ae A 17,782 
Architect’s stile. per on basis A 


is £19,583. 

New dining-room and kitchen et Walworth 
county sec. sch., Southwark. a on basis 
A provide for fluctuations in respect of both 


wages and materials, those on basis B for 
fluctuations in respect of wages only. 
Basis r 

Potton and Sons Ltd., Erith ... A 22,692 
joke Mather (Builders), Ltd., Fins- 

bury B 22,590 
Heath Estates (Builders), L td., Be 

mondsey " A 22,196 
Norman Wright (Builders), I td., fA 21,828 

Croydon a ae sare Oe 21,978 
O. H. Groves and Co., Ltd., Ber- fA 21,381 

mondsey - LB 21,675 
Hunter and Clark (Southern), Ltd. 

Battersea ° ae A 21,335 

o, nN 

William Blood, Ltd., Lambeth ...{§ 30960 
*H. T. Oliver and Sons, Ltd., L 

beth wes re dex? 19,908 


Architect’s comparable estimate on basis A 


is £21,069. 


London EC.—New nine-storey, stone-faced 
building to be known as Cheapside House, 
“*heapside, EC2, with shops and — at 
ground-floor level and basement car — , for 
Bernard Sunley Investment Teast, Eid “A: 
Theo H. Birks (F), 38, Portland-pl., W1. Cons. 
engr.: W. V. Zinn, & Associates, Collingham- 
hse., Eagle-st.. WCl. QS: Cyril Sweett & 
Ptnrs., 48, Bedford-row, WCI1: *Bernard Sunley 


& Sons, Ltd., 24, Berkeley-sq., W1 
London, EC.—New nine-storey r.c. framed 
office building with three basement floors at 


110-116, Cheapside, EC2, for Sun Life Assur- 
ance Socy., 63, Threadneedle-s'.,. EC2. A: W. 
Curtis Green, RA, Son & Lloyd (F), 5, 
Pickering-p!., St. James’s-st., SWI. Constg. 
engrs.: W. V. Zinn & Associates, Collingham- 
hse., Eagle-st., WCl. QS: George Corderoy & 
Co., 2, Caxton-st., SWI. *Holland & Hannen 


and Cubitts, Ltd., SWI. 
£637,5 26. 


© London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week 


ended April 28 : 

Bedfordshire : Generating Station, RAE, addi- 
tional work, *Cable Jointers, 229, High-st., 
Acton, W3. Caithness-shire: Strathbeg House, 
Thurso, alterations, *Donald C. McEwan, 6, 
George-st., Thurso. Flintshire: Penley Hall, 
adaptations and alterations, *E. W. Gittens and 
Son, Ltd., Johnstown, Wrexham. ae eo gr 
RAE Farnborough, conversion of “ shed, for 
central store, *Lavender McMillan ‘Contes ), Ltd. 
54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. 
Herefordshire: Bromyard, erection of UAX 
telephone exchange, *William Bowers, Here- 


1, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
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Post Office 
attendance 


ford. London: 
Manor-gdns., N7, 
*Marshall Andrew and Co., 
Anne’s-gate, SW1. Warwickshire: Post Office, 
Customs Depot, Sutton Coldfield, internal re- 
decorations, *A. Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., Navi- 
gation-street, Wolverhampton. 

London, W.—Six-storey office block at site 
of old St. John’s Church between 74 and 76, 
Charlotte-st., Wl, for Jewish Board of 
Guardians, 127, Middlesex-st., El. A: F. R. S. 
Yorke, E. Rosenberg & C. S. Mardall (F), 


Savings _ Div., 
on engineers, 
Ltd., 3, Queen 


2, Hyde Park-pl., W2. QS: Veale & Sanders, 
19, Hanover-sqg., Wl: *Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., 2, 
Stanhope-gate, W1, £130,000. 


London, W.—New six-storey building con- 
taining library, classrooms, students’ accommo- 


dation and two flats at Montagu- pl. WI, for 
Jews’ College of London. A : Yorke, 
E. Rosenberg & C. S. Ma rdell’ @, g Hyde 
Park pl., W2. Constg. engrs.: Clarke, Nicholls 
& Marcel. QS: Veale & Sanders, 19, Hanover- 
sq., Wl: *Bovis, Ltd., 1, Stanhope-gate, W1. 
London, W.—Six-storey office building, with 
three shops, facing Tottenham Court-rd., at 


bombed site 95-100, Tottenham Court-rd.; 1, 4, 


15 and 16, Cypress-pl.; 2-16, Howland-st. and 
72-80, Whitfield-st., for Coal Industry 
(Nominees), Ltd. A: Dowton & Hurst (F), 


10, Portman-st., Wl. QS: Veale & Sanders, 
19, Hanover-sq., Wl: *Y. J. Lovell & Sons, 
6, Bathurst-st., W2. £370,000. 


London, W.—Reinstatement of bombed build- 


ing at 7-9, Rathbone-st., WI, with additions, 
comprising four-storey warehouse, stores and 
office building with basement. A: Norman 
Green (F), 12, Adeline-pl., WC € me ruman 
Stevens, Ltd., 153, Goldhawk-rd., 


London, W.—Five- -storey block of eles with 
showrooms at 50-54, Charlotte-st. and 13-15, 


ry ala-st. A: Newman, cee & Ptnrs. (A), 
, Baker-st., Wl. QS ry ” ae RICS, 
5 Oakdene-ct., eee Mg SW *Morris, 


Builders, 8, Rathbone-pl., W1. re Ott approx. 
London, W.—New synagogue at bombed site 


between 125-151, Great Portland-st., W1, for 
United Synagogue. A: C. Edmund Wilford 
& Son (F/A), 2, Green-st., Mayfair, WI. 
*Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-pk., N3. £148,000. 

London, W.—Eight-storey office building 
with three two-storey wings and underground 
garage at corner of Fitzhardinge-st. and Port- 
man-sq., WI, for Robert Adam _ Street 


Properties, Ltd. A: C. H. Elsom (F), 10, Lower 
Grosvenor-pl., SWI. QS: E. R. Babbs & Sons, 
187, Piccadilly, Wl. *Higgs & Hill, Ltd., South 


Lambeth-rd., SW8. £516,000. 

‘London (War Dept.)—Works contracts 
placed in week ended April 28:— 

Brecknockshire: Miscellaneous, *B. Jenkins 
and Sons, Brecon. Denbighshire: Miscellane- 
ous, *A. E. Davies and Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
Wrexham, Derbyshire: Fencing, *J. H. Fryer, 
Ltd., Derby. Essex: Building work, *W. and C. 
French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill; rebuilding sea 


walls, *Mechanised Contractors (London), Ltd., 
London; Hampshire: Concrete work, *Amey’s 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., Abingdon; painting, *Alfred 
Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., London; painting and 
decorating, *Arnold Sharrocks Ltd., Aldershot ; 
electrical installation, *Thorpe and Thorpe, 
Ltd., London; Hertfordshire: Building work, 
*Francis Jackson (Contractors), Ltd., Icken- 
ham; Shropshire: Miscellaneous, *W. J. Simms, 
Sons and Cooke, Ltd., Birmingham: Stafford- 
shire: Painting and decorating, *F. Labbett 
and Sons, Ltd., Nottingham: Wiltshire: Road- 


work, *O. J. Elliott and Co., Ltd., Bristol; 
Yorkshire: Building work, *C. Chapleo and 
Sons, Leyburn. 


Manchester.—New factory at Bent-st., 
Cheetham, for Cheetwood Estates, Ltd.: *A. 
Cassel & Sons, Ltd., 1-3. Teneriffe-st., Salford. 
—New library at Woodhouse Park, Wythen- 
shawe: *F. H. Gibson, Ltd., Wilmslow. 

Morecambe.—11 houses and 12 flats at 
Christie-ave., for BC: *Heysham Building Co., 
Ltd.. £28,794. 

Northumberland.—Sec. mod. sch. at Morpeth, 
for EC. A: P. L. Browne, Son & Harding (F), 
Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle: 
*Thomas Armstrong, Ltd., Cockermough, Cum- 
berland, £138,056. 

Northumberland.—Newburn-on-Tyne county 
gram, sch. for EC: *Alex Anderson, Ltd., 
Stanmore-rd., Newcastle, £200.000. 

Northumberland.—Sec. mod. sch. at Tweed- 
mouth, ~ EC. A: Manchber, Weightman & 
Elphic, Saville-row, Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Qs: ilen ’& Hill, Tankerville-terr.. Newcastle : 
*A. Anderson (Contrs.), Ltd., Stanmore-rd., 
Newcastle upon Tyne, £133,860. 
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Northumberlaad.—-New school at Alnwick, 


for EC. County A: 


*Richard Costain, Ltd 


” 
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Great North-rd., 
£124,614. 

Northumberland.—New South-East Northum- 
berland cty. gram. sch., for EC. County A: 
*A. Anderson (Contrs.), Ltd., Stanmore-rd., 
Newcastle, £242,409. 

Norwich.—270 dwellings at Heartsease estate, 
for City C. Clty E: {Direct labour, £356,574. 

Nottingham.—New workshops, offices, stores, 
boiler-house and motor transport shops at 
Bestwood Colliery, for National Coal Board: 
*William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Queens-rd., 
Loughborough, Leics., £550,000. 

Nottingham.—New Glapton prim. sch., for 
EC: *W. Woodsend, Ltd., Castle Boulevard, 
Nottingham, £96,711. 

Port Talbot.—Main civil engineering work 
for extension to Abbey and Margram works 
of Steel Company of Wales. A: Sir Percy 
Thomas & Son (A): *Sir Robert McAlpine & 
Sons, Ltd., 80, Park-la., W1, £7 million. 

Ross-on-Wye.—Boiler-house and  chimney- 
stack at Alton-st. hospital, for Herefordshire 
Regional Hospital Board. A: S. N. Cooke & 
Ptnrs. (F), Birmingham: *David Sherratt, Bath- 
st.. Hereford 

Sedgley.—46 houses at Cinder-rd., for UDC: 
*Buildings & Equipment (Sedgley), Ltd., Wol- 
verhampton-rd. East, £69,604. 

Shrewsbury.—30 flats and one bungalow at 
Ditherington and 18 flats at Castlefields for 
TC: +D. B. Evans, Ltd., Wolverhampton, 
£42,924 and £26,574 ° respectively. 

South Shields.—Three-storey block of shops 
and offices at Market-place. A: Jack Cotton, 
Ballard & Blow, Haymarket-hse., Newcastle 
upon Tyne: *John T. Bell & Sons, Market- 
chbrs., Market-st., Newcastle. 

South Shields.—Sec. sch. at Biddick Hall 
estate: *Gordon Durham, Ltd., Boldon-la., 

flats at North 


East Boldon. 

Tynemouth.—Multi-storey 
Shields for Corporation: *Leslie and Co., 
Darlington. £139,062.—New Methodist Church: 
*H. D. Burton, Ltd., King-st., North Shields. 

Wells.—17 houses at Wookey Hole-rd. site 
for City C.: *J. M. Hillier and Son, West-st., 
Wells. £23,626. 

West Bromwich.—138 houses at Tenscore- 
st., for BC: *Five Oaks Estates, Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton, £188,409. 


Newcastle upon Tyne, 
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Whitley Bay.—Alterations and Additions | 
fire station, for Northumberland CC, County 
A: *Castles, Ltd., Tynemouth-rd., North 
Shields, £30,147. 

Willesden.—32 flats in blocks X, Y and 2 
tenants’ meeting room and site works at South 
Kilburn Redevelopment Scheme, for BC: 
*Direct labour, £91,286. : 

Wolverhampton.—New retail market compris. 
ing market centre, stores with service roads, one 
three- and one five-storey blocks of offices, fi, 
market and vegetable annexe, for TC: *William 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., Queen’s-rd., Loughborough 
Leics., £459,000. ‘i 

Worcestershire.—Following, for CC :—Prim 
sch. at Howley Grange-rd., Halesowen: +] 
Harper & Sons, Ltd., Blackheath, Birmingham 
£58,110; infants’ and jun. sch. at Studley-rd. 
Redditch: *J. & A. Brazier, Ltd., Bromsgrove 
£49,664. 
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